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ESSENTIAL ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION
	Unit Title
	Accounting (Systems) 204

	Unit Study Package Number
	10804

	Unit Coordinator
	Michael Hicks

	Teaching Area
	School of Accounting

	Credit Value
	25 credit points

	Mode(s) of study
	Internal

	Pre-requisites
	Business Information Systems 100
Accounting (Financial) 250

	Core Unit status
	If you are taking this unit as a required (core) unit in your course of study, you may be terminated from your course of study if you fail this unit twice.

	Result Type
	Grade and mark

	Ancillary Fees and Charges
	All fee information can be obtained through the Fees Centre. Visit http://www.fees.curtin.edu.au/index.cfm for details.

	Unit Website
	This unit has a website and you can access the unit materials via http://oasis.curtin.edu.au 

	Faculty or School Website
	http://elearn.cbs.curtin.edu.au

	Tuition Pattern
	Lecture – 1.5 hours
Tutorial – 1.5 hours

Laboratory – 1.5 hours

	Study Load
	10 hours per week (including class attendance)


TEACHING STAFF
Please complete your tutor’s details below. Your tutor will give you this information in your first tutorial session: 

	Your lecturer or tutor:
	

	Email:
	

	Phone:
	

	Building: 
	

	Room:
	

	Contact Hours: 
	


The teaching staff will assist you with your learning and any problems or difficulties you may be experiencing while undertaking this unit.  They will also mark your assignments and provide feedback in relation to your progress in this unit.  

If you leave a message for the lecturer or tutor on email or telephone, allow for a response time of at least two working days.  

UNIT COORDINATOR
Every unit also has a person who is responsible for the overall administration of that unit. This person is the Unit Coordinator. If you cannot contact the person who is teaching you or if you have further queries about this unit, you may wish to contact the Unit Coordinator for this unit.  Their contact details are below:
	
	Unit Coordinator:
	Michael Hicks

	
	Email:
	m.hicks@curtin.edu.au

	
	Phone:
	(08) 9266 2027

	
	Fax:
	(08) 9266 7196


UNIT SYLLABUS
Students will explore several typical accounting and business information systems and subsystems such as sales, billing, inventory and general ledger. How these subsystems interface with one another, and the principle inputs, processes, files, outputs and controls associated with them. Major themes throughout the course include: objectives and procedures of internal control; typical business documents and reports; system documentation - use of data flow diagrams, flowcharts and other documentation techniques. Students will also gain practical experience in using software packages to record accounting transactions and create management reports. This will assist students in applying the theory learnt in the unit to practical situations.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
On successful completion of this unit, you will be able to:

	1. Design, document, implement and manage processes eg databases for business transactions and organisational information needs. 

	2. Analyse workplace information systems using internal control principles and techniques.

	3. Suggest strategies and solve information system problems and issues.


Graduate Attributes and Professional Skills Outcomes

Employers worldwide want graduates who have developed effective professional skills. The CBS professional skills program includes communication (writing, interpersonal interactions and cultural awareness, and presenting), critical and creative thinking (problem solving and decision making), team work, IT literacy, information literacy, international perspectives and life-long learning.

On successful completion of this unit, students should be able to:

1.
Interpret, analyse, and solve different types of problems relevant to accounting information systems.
2.
Demonstrate improved IT literacy in regard to Accounting computer packages and their role in an accounting information system.

LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Lectures will be of 1.5 hours duration each week and will cover the theory aspects of the unit. Copies of the lecture overheads are available from the unit blackboard website. Additional material may be made available in the lecture session that is not released through blackboard. 

Tutorials will also be of 1.5 hours duration each week. They will discuss and apply the theory from the lectures to practical problems and case studies. The tutorial material will form the basis for questions in the mid-semester test and end of semester exam. Students will gain the best learning experience if they prepare the set tutorial questions (see the semester program) in advance of the tutorials. Questions in addition to those on blackboard will be made available in the tutorials.
A 1 hour computer laboratory session will be available each week to give students the opportunity to gain competency in the theory and practical application of an Accounting Information System using Quickbooks 2008. The laboratory assessments are based on the computer skills you will learn during these sessions.
Attendance at all learning activities every week of semester is very important if students wish to succeed in the unit.
STUDENT FEEDBACK
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1. We welcome your feedback as one way to keep improving this unit. Later this semester, you will be encouraged to give unit feedback through eVALUate, Curtin’s online student feedback system (see http://evaluate.curtin.edu.au). 

LEARNING RESOURCES
Many of the references and resources for this unit will be provided through the Blackboard online learning facilities. This facility provides students with access to lecture notes, PowerPoint slides, and other important material. All announcements related to the unit will be communicated through Blackboard.

Other useful links include:

1. Prentice Hall Website:
http://www.prenhall.com/romney
this is the textbook publisher’s website and includes multiple choice questions, for which immediate feedback is provided.

2. The ISACA (formerly the Information Systems Audit and Control Association) website http://www.isaca.org/
this is a useful site for control and IT governance related research and other issues.
TEXT BOOK
You will need to purchase the following textbooks in order to complete this unit:

1. Romney, M, Steinbart, P, (2008) Accounting Information Systems Eleventh Edition, New Jersey: Prentice Hall.

2. Pabst, W. and Perrin, B. (2009), Accounting Made Easy with Quickbooks 2008/2009, Cengage Learning, Australia. ISBN 9780170182669.

3. Also consider purchasing a flowchart template for the neat presentation of system documentation – this is the only aid permitted in the mid-semester test.

ASSESSMENT DETAILS
Assessment Summary

The assessment for this unit consists of the following items. 

	Assessment Tasks
	Worth
	Due
	Unit Learning Outcome Assessed

	Mid-semester test
	30%
	May 2nd *
	All

	Laboratory Assessments 1:
Laboratory Assessment 2:
	10%
10%
	In class week of March 23rd 
In class week of May 18th 
	1 and 2

	Final Examination
	50%
	
	All

	TOTAL
	100%
	
	


* Date and time to be confirmed.
Assessment 1
Mid-semester test (30%)

The mid-semester test will be conducted on Saturday May 2nd commencing at 12 Noon, location to be advised and will be based on the lecture, and tutorial material covered in topics 1 to 5 inclusive. The test will be of 90 minutes duration plus 10 minutes reading time, and will consist of a number of multiple choice and short answer questions. Students will need to review the unit material prior to the test in preparation for it. If you fail to sit the mid-semester test a zero grade will be recorded unless a medical certificate is provided within a reasonable time to satisfactorily explain your absence.

The time, date and location of the test will be confirmed in lectures prior to the test. Further details concerning the content of the test will be made available to students prior to the week of the test.

Assessment 2

Laboratory tests (20%)

The laboratory test 1 worth 10% will be completed individually by students in laboratory session 5. This assessment will be based on the laboratory work scheduled to be completed in sessions 1 to 4. 

The laboratory test 2 worth 10% will be completed individually by students in laboratory session 11. This assessment will be based on the laboratory work scheduled to be completed in sessions 1 to 10. 

If you fail to sit the laboratory assessment tasks in the scheduled sessions a zero grade will be recorded unless a medical certificate is provided to satisfactorily explain your absence.
Assessment 3

Final Exam (50%)

Details of the date, location, and time of the final exam will be made available through your local campus administration.

The final exam will cover the whole course including material covered in the laboratory sessions. 

Further details about the exam will be made available in the lectures toward the end of semester.

Please note that the structure of the unit has changed from that used in years prior to 2007 to such an extent that exam papers from these prior years will be of very limited value in revising and preparing for the exam.
Assessment Marking

Students should allow at least a 2 week turnaround for the marking of assessments.
STUDENTS’ RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES



It is the responsibility of every student to be aware of all relevant legislation, policies and procedures relating to their rights and responsibilities as a student.  These include:

· the Student Charter, 

· the University’s Guiding Ethical Principles, 

· the University’s policy and statements on plagiarism and academic integrity, 

· copyright principles and responsibilities, 

· the University’s policies on appropriate use of software and computer facilities, 

· students’ responsibility to check enrolment,

· deadlines, appeals, and grievance resolution,

· student feedback,

· other policies and procedures

· electronic communication with students

See http://www.students.curtin.edu.au/administration/responsibilities.cfm for comprehensive information on all of the above.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION



Telephone Contacts:

If you have a query relating to administrative matters such as:- 

· requests for deferment of study 
· difficulties with accessing online study materials 
· obtaining assessment results 
Please contact your Unit Coordinator.
UNIT STUDY CALENDAR


Lecture and tutorial program Semester 1 2009
	Topic No.
	Week beginning
	Lecture topic
	Pre-readings
	Tutorial (AQ)

See Note (1) below.
	Assessment Due
	Expected work time per week

	1.
	23 February
	Introduction to the unit.
Impact of IT on organisations
Overview of accounting information systems.
	Romney:

Chapter 1
Pg 2-17
	TQ 1.1, 2.2, & 1.3


	
	Reading Chap 1 – 1 hr

Reading Chap 2 & 3 – 3hrs

Preparing AQ’s for week 2 - 2 hrs

	2.
	2 March
	Documenting systems

· Flowcharts
· Data Flow Diagrams

	Romney

Chapter 3
Pg 62 – 78
	TQ 2.1, 2.2, & 2.3
	
	Reading Chap 4 – 3 hrs

Preparing AQ’s for week 3 – 3 hrs



	3.
	9 March
	Business process 

Management reporting

XBRL
	Romney:

Chapter 2
Pg 27 – 36

Pg 42 - 48
	TQ 3.1, 3.2, & 3.3
	
	Reading  – 2 hrs

Preparing AQ’s for week 4 – 4 hrs



	4.
	16 March
	Relational databases

· Files 

· Relational databases
· Database design
	Romney:

Chapter 4
Pg 106 - 126
	TQ 4.1, 4.2, & 4.3
	
	Reading Chap 5 – 2 hrs

Preparing AQ’s for week 5 – 4 hrs



	5.
	23 March
	Computer crime and abuse
Computer forensics and other anti-crime techniques
	Romney:

Chapter 5
Pg 142 – 175 


	TQ 5.1, 5.2, & 5.3
	Lab test 1. See note (2) below
	Reading Chap 6 – 2 hrs

Preparing AQ’s for week 6 – 3 hrs



	6.
	30 March
	Information technology risks and controls

· Control frameworks

· Control activities

· Identifying risks
	Romney:

Chapter 6
(ignore Sarbanes-Oxley)
	TQ 6.1, 6.2, & 6.3
	
	Reading Chap 7 – 2 hrs

Preparing AQ’s for week 7 – 4 hrs

Reading for lab session – 1hr



	
	6 – 10 April
	Tuition Free Week
	
	
	
	

	
	13 – 17 April
	Tuition Free Week
	
	
	
	

	7.
	20 April
	Information system controls

· Information security concepts

· Preventive, detective, and corrective controls


	Romney:

Chapter 7
Pg 250 – 264

Pg 269 – 272

Pg 277 - 282
	TQ 7.1, 7.2, & 7.3
	
	Reading Chap 8 – 2 hrs

Preparing AQ’s for week 8 – 4 hrs



	8.
	27 April
	E-business risks

· E-business models

· Privacy & confidentiality

· Processing integrity

· Availability
	Romney:

Chapter 8
Pg 294 – 316


	TQ 8.1, 8.2, & 8.3
	Midsemester test May 2nd (date to be confirmed)
	Reading Chap 9 – 1 hr

Preparing AQ’s for week 9 – 3 hrs

Revision for lab test – 2 hrs

	9.
	4 May
	 Auditing information systems
· The auditing process

· Risk based audit approach

· Auditing ethics & standards
	Romney:

Chapter 9
Pg 330 – 350
	TQ 9.1, 9.2, & 9.3
	
	Reading Chap 10 – 1 hr

Preparing AQ’s for week 10 – 3 hrs

Revision for lab test – 2 hrs

	10.
	11 May
	The revenue cycle

· Revenue cycle business activities

· Revenue cycle threats

· Revenue cycle control objectives
	Romney:

Chapter 10
Pg 370 – 384

Pg 387 – 401
	TQ 10.1, 10.2, & 10.3
	
	Reading Chap 11 – 1 hr

Preparing AQ’s for week 11 – 3 hrs

Revision for lab test – 2 hrs

	11.
	18 May
	The expenditure cycle

· Expenditure cycle business activities

· Expenditure cycle threats

· Expenditure cycle control objectives
	Romney:

Chapter 11
Pg 418 – 445
	TQ 11.1, 11.2, & 11.3
	Lab Test 2. See note (2) below:
	Preparing AQ’s for week 12 – 3 hrs

Revising lecture material – 1 hr

General revision 2 hr

	12.
	25 May
	Unit review and revision
	
	TQ 12.1, 12.2, & 12.3
	
	Revising lecture material – 1 hr

Revise semester material – 5 hrs

	
	
	Study week
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Exam week
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Exam week
	
	
	
	


Notes

1. TQ in the semester program above refers to the Tutorial Questions, which are available online through Blackboard.
2. The laboratory tests will be done during your regular laboratory sessions in laboratory weeks 5 and 11. The time and date of the lab test will be confirmed by your local lecturer. 

Laboratory Program Semester 1 2009
The laboratory sessions are designed to be used with Quickbooks Pro 2008. A copy of Quickbooks for student use is provided with the laboratory text.

	WEEK
	DATE
	Laboratory topic
	Laboratory task
	Assessment

	1.
	23 February
	Introduction to Quickbooks
	Accounting Made Easy With Quickbooks Chapter 1
	

	2.
	2 March
	Setting up data files and customizing an AIS
	Accounting Made Easy With Quickbooks Chapter 2
	

	3.
	9 March
	Subsidiary ledgers
	Accounting Made Easy With Quickbooks Chapter 3
	

	4.
	16 March
	Setting up the General Ledger
	Accounting Made Easy With Quickbooks Chapter 4
	

	5.
	23 March
	
	
	Lab test 1

	6.
	30 March
	Recording Customer transactions
	Accounting Made Easy With Quickbooks Chapter 5
	

	
	6 – 10 April
	Tuition Free Week

	
	13 – 17 April
	Tuition Free Week

	7.
	20 April
	Supplier transactions
	Accounting Made Easy With Quickbooks Chapter 6
	

	8.
	27 April
	Inventory and purchasing
	Accounting Made Easy With Quickbooks Chapter 7
	

	9.
	4 May
	Sales and other revenue cycle transactions
	Accounting Made Easy With Quickbooks Chapter 8
	

	10.
	11 May
	Banking and bank reconciliations
	Accounting Made Easy With Quickbooks Chapter 9
	

	11.
	18 May
	
	
	Lab test 2

	12.
	25 May
	No lab session
	
	

	
	1 - 5 June
	Study Week

	
	8 - 12 June
	Examinations

	
	15 - 19 June
	Examinations


Dates of some sessions may vary in your campus.

Students are required to attend the laboratory sessions which will be conducted by a tutor and are teaching sessions. The laboratory tutors will explain the theory and provide guidance for students to assist them in completing the practical laboratory tasks to be attempted during the laboratory sessions. The laboratory tasks and demonstrations are designed for use with Quickbooks 2008.
The program above is the timetable that will be followed during the semester to ensure students will gain sufficient competency in the theory and practical application of an Accounting Information System using Quickbooks 2008. If students require additional time to complete the relevant tasks and exercises to ensure competency in the use of Quickbooks then private arrangements will need to be made. 

The purpose of this section of the syllabus is to allow students to gain a practical understanding of how Accounting Information Systems can be applied to various organizations. It is the opportunity to apply theory learnt in other parts of the course to a practical situation.
For Semester 1 and Semester 2 eVALUate is open for student feedback:


11 May - 21 June Semester 1 


12 October - 22 November in Semester 2





For other study periods see � HYPERLINK "http://evaluate.curtin.edu.au/info/dates.cfm" ��http://evaluate.curtin.edu.au/info/dates.cfm� 
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