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Introduction


This set of fifteen activities is designed, basing on a single passage adapted from America: Past and Present 2nd edition written by Katherine L. Harrington. It is intended to help learners of English as second language or foreign language to use as supplementary exercises. The activities are divided into four sections: grammar, vocabulary,

comprehension and writing. The following paper is a brief description of how I collected the feedback from students who did my activities, what change I made on the content and technology of the activities and what problems need to be solved.

Method

Participants

Those who provided feedback for my activities are all graduate students in Georgia State University. They learned English as foreign language in China and two of them are still taking ESL classes in GSU. 

Procedure


At the beginning of the collection of feedback, I briefly described the purpose of the activities and my rationale in designing the activities. I also told them to give me sincere feedback, that is, what they really think of my activities, as any of their feedback will help me improve my design. 

After they got an idea of what they are supposed to do, they began to do the activities. While they were doing the exercises and, meanwhile, filling out the feedback forms, I observed, answering questions and clarifying some instructions or illustrating how to do the activities. When they finished the activities, I interviewed them about what the biggest problem is and what needs immediate revision. 

Discussion

Changes Made on Content


One of the problems is the content issue of my activities. As my activities are all based on a single passage about the American history, the lack of their background knowledge hindered their comprehension of some of the material. They said that they can better understood the content if they had previewed the material. They also pointed out that a link to a dictionary will be helpful. 

Another problem is the activity types. Some activity types are quite new to the feedback givers, such as the “crossword” activity. One of them did not know how to do the exercise. In that case, demonstration proved to be of great help. The reason given is that he had never done that kind of activities in the past. He also added that American students should know that activity type very well, as there are crosswords books and also newspapers which include crosswords sections. 

To help students do the crosswords and other vocabulary activities, I added a link to the dictionary, which is also suggested by Dr. Byrd. 

Suggested by both the teacher and students, I revised my activities homepage. The new version is more use-friendly as it put the activities into four categories: grammar, vocabulary, comprehension and writing. Therefore, it is easier for students to find what they would like to practice on.

I really like the teacher’s suggestion that students share their writings with each other rather than only email the writing to the teacher. The point is that students can appreciate each other’s culture by sharing information and can do peer editing. I changed my instruction in the writing activity by asking students email their writing to the teacher and all of their classmates. What I need to do is to put a list of students email address on the web. 

Changes Made about Technology

All my interviewers are computer savvy as they are mainly students in the computer science or computer information programs. They do not have any problems with the application of the basic computer skills, but they did have some problems due to their unfamiliarity with the hot potato activities. So I rewrote some of the instructions of the activities, making them clearer and more detailed. One of the examples is letting them know to drag the needed words to match their definitions or explanations. 

Problems Needing Solving


I got different feedback about the same activity from the teacher and one of the students. The teacher thinks that the “true or false” activity is good in that it need students to drag the “True” or “False” icons to the statements. While one of the students thinks that there should be a box for students to directly write “True” or “False” beside the statement. That is about the form of displaying the same activity. 


Another feedback given by the teacher is that idiom should not be included in the “completing sentences” activity as it causes confusion due to the lack of the student’s background knowledge. I have reservations on this point as I think students should be taught some very common idioms if they want to really understand the target language and its culture.


Also about the “sentence correction” activity, the teacher and I have different opinions. She suggested that I change the activity into just identification rather than the identification and correction exercise. What I think is important is that students should not only know what is wrong in the sentences, but also how to correct them. The identification and correction exercise makes the activity more challenging.

Conclusion


In conclusion, the process of collecting feedback and utilizing the feedback to revise my activities is process of learning, learning more about my audience’s need, their frustration in doing the activities and also learning more knowledge of designing better activities both in content and technology.

