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Offensive Lyrics in Tony Hawk’s Pro Skater





	Tony Hawk’s Pro Skater 4, a popular video game, is in the midst of controversy due to its offensive background music.  Many people feel that because of this offensive music the game should be banned and taken off of retail shelves.  In fact, a Danville resident has recently began to take steps towards this ban and removal.  Banning this game is an extreme step, and I feel that there are alternatives that could be taken instead.





	Mike Hawker, a Danville, Virginia, resident, recently discovered that his son’s Tony Hawk’s Pro Skater video game had offensive lyrics in the background music.  Surprised by this, Hawker took the video game away from his son, Chris, formed the Parents Against Tony Hawk organization, and started a petition at his personal store on Franklin Turnpike.  The petition’s purpose is to either get a remake of the video game so that it does not contain offensive lyrics in the background music, or for it to be taken off of retail shelves.  Hawker’s petition has gathered almost 250 signatures.  Hawker believes that though the music contains no curse words its references to killing and suicide are very offensive and should not be present in his child’s video game.  Chris is a twelve year-old-boy who goes to Westover Christian Academy.  Mike says he bought the game for his son because it did not appear to be a violent game, even though it did have a Teen rating.    





	Banning of Tony Hawk’s Pro Skater 4 is an extreme measure that should not be taken.  The video game is advertised with a teen rating because of mildly offensive language.  With this rating parents should expect what they feel is surprising and uncalled for.  Even if parents are still offended by these offensive lyrics, they should realize that these lyrics are nothing worse than what their children are listening to on the radio and television and not all of the songs on the game are offensive.  None of them are required for game play and  individual songs if offensive enough can be turned off in the options menu.  Better still is the X-Box version of the game in which you can upload and program your own personal songs as the background music.  Since this is a skateboarding game, most of the songs were chosen because they are very popular skateboarding music.  Other songs were chosen to give new skateboarding bands the exposure that they need.  No matter why they were chosen to be in the game, the game player is never forced to listen to any of them.





	Though Tony Hawk’s Pro Skater 4 does contain some offensive lyrics, banning it and removing it from retail shelves is not the answer.  The game already has a Teen rating that warns of its lyrics and it has an option were you can turn off one or more songs that the game player does not like.  In my opinion the game creators have taken appropriate steps to warn of the lyrics and alternatives for not using the offensive songs.  Since these steps have been taken, I believe a banning and removal of the game from retail shelves is an extreme measure that need not be taken.
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