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Aristotle’s fourfold theory of causation used by Buffon in his essay, “Of the Varieties in the Human Species,” Histoire naturelle (Paris: l’imprimerie royale, 1749-1788), vol. 3.
	wood, brick, etc.
	causa materialis
material cause
	“organic molecules”

	builder’s operations
	causa efficiens
efficient cause
	climate, diet, lifestyle

	architect’s blueprints
	causa formalis
formal cause
	“internal mold”

	shelter, home
	causa finalis
final cause
	color, form, disposition


Application by Georges Louis LeClerc, Count de Buffon (1707-1788) of the classical 6 “non-naturals” tradition in medicine to his ethnographical essay:

	Traditional 6 “non-naturals:”

(1) air – Africans

(2) food & drink – Europeans

(3) motion & rest – Tartars

(4) sleep & watch – Asian

(5) retention & evacuation – Lapps

(6) emotions - Americans
	Buffon’s order in his essay:

(1) Lapps – the degenerate variety

(2) Tartars – the nomadic variety

(3) Asians – the sedentary variety

(4) Europeans – the beautiful variety

(5) Africans – the darkest variety

(6) Americans – the feeblest variety


Application by Carolus Linnaeus (1707-1778) of one of the classical 7 “naturals”: 

	the 4 humors:
	phlegm
	black bile
	yellow bile
	blood

	variety:
	African
	Asian
	American
	European

	complexion:
	black, phlegmatic, indulgent
	yellow, melancholic, inflexible
	reddish, choleric, erect
	white, sanguine, muscular

	body:
	hair black, kinky, skin smooth, flat nose, tumid lips
	black hair, dark eyes
	straight, dense, black hair; wide nostrils; freckled face; almost beardless chin
	abundant yellow hair, blue eyes

	temperament:
	crafty, lazy, negligent
	severe, haughty, miserly
	persevering, content, free
	light, active, ingenious

	customs:
	governed by whim
	governed by opinion
	governed by customs
	governed by laws


Buffon’s text is available online: www.geocities.com/miriammeijer/buffon/varieties1.htm
