Oedipus Rex

Study Questions

Scene II
1.
Of what does Oedipus accuse Creon? Quote the passage in the first section (pp.3-25) in which Oedipus accuses him, and then explain it. Be sure to include the page number(s).
2.
What “proof” of the falseness of prophecies does Jocasta give Oedipus? Why does she share this incident with him?

Ode II

3.
Explain the first two verses of Ode II. (Strophe 1 and Antistrophe 1). What are they summarizing, or whose thoughts do they represent? Explain them, how they are different from each other, and how you can tell (support you answers with text!)

Scene III

4.
What is the meaning of “Oedipus”? Why is this important?

5.
What was Jocasta doing at the beginning of Scene III? What is her reaction to the new of Polybus’ death?

6.
What is Jocasta’s reaction to the messenger’s “news”? What does her behavior foreshadow for the audience?

7.
Describe how Jocasta’s reaction to the “news” differs from Oedipus’.
