Oedipus Rex

Study Questions

Scene IV
1. Why didn’t the shepherd leave the baby (Oedipus) to die as intended?  What human quality does his saving the baby demonstrate?

2. Find two examples from scene IV that mention light/dark.  These could be direct references or metaphors.  Write them out, include page numbers, and explain them.  Then, explain why you think Sophocles used so many references such as these in the play, and in scene IV especially.

Exodus
3. Why doesn’t Oedipus kill himself – why does he choose blinding?

4. Describe Oedipus’ reaction to Creon in the Exodus.  What does this reveal about Oedipus?

5. What is the meaning of the last lines by the Choragos?  Explain using references to the text.

General
6. What has Oedipus done wrong?  (give at least two specific examples).

7. What has Oedipus done right? (give at least two specific examples).

8. The Sphinx asked the citizens of Thebes the riddle of the Sphinx.  How is this riddle, and its solution, a foreshadowing of the whole play?

9. What is the theme of the play Oedipus Rex?  What should the audience learn from this?

