


Book Groups
Portfolio Instructions
Reading Journal Instructions – page 2


Group Poem Instructions – page 3
As part of a group of 3-5, you will read a book of your choosing, complete weekly reading and writing assignments, attend and participate in weekly group discussion, and give a final presentation with your group members (tba later).  During the reading and discussion process, all your work will be stamped.  You will assemble these assignments in one “portfolio” with your title page as the cover at the end of the unit. 
1. Title page for your book







10 pts.
2. Group Reading Schedule







5 pts.
3. Illustrated Quote








10 pts.
4. Poem/Creative writing (tba in class)





15 pts.
5. Title Analysis & Theme Page






25 pts.
6. Monday Journal- in class writing- from 11/21




30 pts. 
7. (Stamped) reading journals for each week’s assignment (3 total)

45 pts.
8. (Stamped) Socratic Questions for each week’s discussion (3 total)

30 pts.










TOTAL
170 pts.

More detailed instructions:

1. Title page:  draw, trace or collage (no computer/clip art, please!) an illustrated title page for your book.  You may not copy the illustration on the actual cover, but should invent your own relevant and meaningful design.  Title of book should be most prominent, with author’s name also.  Your name and class period should be at the bottom of the page, smaller than the other fonts.

2. Reading Schedule: – group will make a 3 week reading schedule for your book.  All group members will follow this schedule.

3. Illustrated Quote:  Choose a prominent passage from the book and illustrate it using drawing/collage/tracing (no clip art).  Illustrations must be in color. As a final touch, write the passage at the bottom of the illustration

4. Title Analysis and Theme Page:  

· Title:  Write one paragraph in which you explain how it is fitting for this work.  Is it metaphorical?  Symbolic?  What does it reveal or emphasize about the story?  The author could have named it anything – why this? 
· After your initial paragraph, write two quotes that name/state or directly allude to the title.

· Theme:  Consider the main theme of this novel or short story.  Write a concise theme statement of only one sentence.  (for example:  The theme of To Kill a Mockingbird is to learn how to understand everyone; to be compassionate by learning to see things from “everyone’s shoes”.  
· Quotes:  Write four quotes that relate to this theme.  Include page numbers.  Explain why (briefly) each quote relates.  Quotes should be of varied length (not all one sentence; they don’t all have to be a paragraph, either).

5. Reading Journal: See attached reading journal directions.

6. Socratic Questions: Each student will write seven of  their own Socratic questions for each week’s discussion. Questions must be handwritten, please.  Directions for writing questions and group discussion using the Socratic model are on the website, senior page, at the top, near course policies.  Please follow the specific intsturctions regarding writing these questions!
7. Monday Journal: Group poem TBA in Class.

In addition to this portfolio, students will give a final presentation (tba) on their book, and may also be quizzed or tested on their book throughout the reading process.
Reading Journal
instructions
Your reading journal will take the following form.  Quotes on the left, commentary, by you, on the right.  You must do 6 or more entries per week/assignment.  Quotes must vary in length – some will be long, others medium, one or two may be short.

	Quotes & Page #
	Commentary

	“blah blah blah blah symbolic meaning, blah blah blah . . . . “

	I found this quote interesting because . . . 

	
	This quote is significant because . . . 


	
	This quote repeats a theme mentioned before.  Earlier, . . . 


	
	This quote was confusing because . . .


	
	This quote shows so and so’s real character because. . . 


	
	This quote relates to the theme of ____ because.. . 


You may start your responses any way you like; the starters in the column above are simply ideas to get you thinking.  It is always good to pay attention to theme and character, though.
Book Group Poems
The goal of your poem is to define what heat/snow etc. is or does in a figurative/metaphorical sense
MUST INCLUDE:

· 15 of your 20 words drawn in class (you can use different words in addition to those you drew, but must include the drawn words, too).
· At least 3 uses of metaphor, simile, personification, assonance, or alliteration
· Format: must have a “poetic”, and  intentional design – stanzas or other interesting layout that assists the meaning of the poem.

· Must make at least one comparison.
· Poem must make sense!

· Must be at least twelve lines (lines are of at least 3-4 words)

· Type or neatly write your poem to make it look nice on the page.

OPTIONAL:

· Illustrate/Collage your poem
· Additional poetic devices
