Hamlet
Portfolio, Preparation, Academic and Dramatic Presentations
(A.K.A – “Pack O’ Joy”!)

Overview

In a group of approximately 5-6, you will:

· Academically present one Act of Hamlet to our class, for approximately two class periods.
· Choose a group role and carry out all duties & complete job-specific assignments for your assigned group role.
· Help your group read and understand the play during class reading sessions.
· Turn in all related work after presentations in a lovely, neat portfolio

· Dramatically present your Act to the class in a well rehearsed and polished, creative, yet traditional interpretation. 
Required Parts:

Your presentation is comprised of three parts:

1. Academic Presentation: (about 100 Points!) Your group will teach your act to the class for approximately two class periods. You will lecture, use visual aids, class activities, read sections to us stressing important lines (Hamlet has, perhaps, more famous lines than any other Shakespeare play) and generally act as “teacher” for this time. Must include all required elements (see below) This is a group grade.
2. Scene Presentation: (about 80 Points!) Your group will present a scene or scenes from your act to the class for our enjoyment.  This is a dramatic presentation. This is a combined group/individual grade.

3. Portfolio and Preparation (lots of points! TBD) Individual and class work in preparation for both academic and scene presentations will be stamped weekly and turned in together in a (gianormous) portfolio.  Everyone will also include all the review/reflective journals and Monday Journals completed during this unit. This will be an individual grade.
Part I -- Academic Presentation:

Your Academic presentation for 100 minutes (two class periods) must contain all the required parts below: (think in terms of 15-25 minute segments).

REQUIRED PARTS:

· Begin with outline/overview of presentation (day 1)
· Visual Aids for all presenters (day 1 and 2)
· At least one class activity – poster, game, contest, etc – designed to get class to understand the THEME and CHARACTERS of the play.  Activities designed around plot are not acceptable.  (2 activities total – one each day is a good idea!)
· Presentations by Discussion Director, Illustrator, Wordsmith, Judge of Character 
DAY 1:
· Explain/discuss at least 4 significant quotes from your act

· Oral reading – by presenters and class members – that highlights at least two significant events in your act.  Readings must be over 100 lines, each.

· Presentations by Illustrator, Wordsmiths, Theme-ologist, (Judge of Character, if necessary)

DAY 2
· Review:  Review previous day’s lesson via (5-8 min) reflection journal; including a “quotes from the play” aspect would also be a good idea.

· Your goal is to TEACH the class this stuff, not just tell us about it.  In planning for this process, Mrs. Tate is your guide and resource.

· Theme & Character Activity

· Wrap up/Closure

Reflective Journal:
Day 2 of your presentation will begin with a 5-8 minute reflection of what was covered the previous day.  These journals will be turned in everyone’s portfolio and will be graded.  Below are suggested writing prompts; 1 and 2 are required; 3 and 4 are guidelines.

1. Yesterday, studying Act ________, I learned that the main problem is __________________.

2. Hamlet’s mood has changed from __________ to _____________.

3. Other topics to review covered in your presentation:

4. Quotes to consider:
Group Roles:

Each group member will take one of the roles.  Individuals are responsible for their own work, and need to be prepared to disseminate their findings to group on group work days – quizzes on the material will happen for WHOLE GROUP even if some group members fail to do their work.  Obviously, this is not good for group, so do your work!

Judges of Character (1)

Purpose: Delving into the depths of each character, Judges are the psychologists of the group.  
Judges will track 3-5 characters, recording changes and additions of their character, as they occur in the play and as evidenced in what each says.  Your goal is to show how each character changes, and how their actions and words OUTSIDE (as indicated by the text) illustrate this person INSIDE (or, in the case of some characters, how their actions OUTSIDE are the opposite of what they are INSIDE)  
Homework Assignment:  keep a neat log, organized by character name (Hamlet, Ophelia, Gertrude, Claudius, Polonius), of passages and events that contribute to the development or unraveling of each person.  Write out lines, with act/scene and line information, and be prepared to explain and discuss character growth/unraveling with group.  Please put each character on a separate page.  
During Academic Presentation Time: Judges will reveal the characters and how they change to the class via analysis and references to specific lines from the play. You will need a visual aid that helps us comprehend the characters and specific quotes that show their changes.
Discussion Director: (1)
Purpose: DD’s manage the group meetings, prepare agendas for meeting and planning, are responsible for recording and submitting group outlines and lesson plans, and for summarizing the action.  

During Preparation Time: Facilitate group meetings – follow your agenda and help the others stay on task. 
Homework Assignment:  
1) Prepare meeting agendas for utilizing in class group planning days (two):

For your agendas:  consider what you have to do, in what order, and assign time increments for each.  For example, the first two things your group needs to do is give director contact information (phone #’s and such) and discuss your assigned act so that everyone is starting on the same page.  During this time, individuals will add in their knowledge of the play based on their group role.  
Sample Agenda:
Act II Hamlet -- Day 1 In class planning Agenda

1. Group phone/name sign in




Sarah -- 5 minutes
2. Discuss Act – individuals clarify based on their specialty

All -- 15 minutes
3. Brainstorm Theme Activity for presentation/details

Kevin/All 10 minutes
4. Discuss Content of Visual Aids



Illustrators/Themologists & Judges of . . .
5. Etc. .  (you fill this in, see?)
2) Prepare outline to follow and use during presentation (see page 4 of the blue packet).  

· For your presentation:  Simply outline the order and SPECIFICS for both days of your presentation.  (see page 4 of the blue packet).  You will also be responsible for and need to include in your presentation outline:  
· The four significant quotes you will include in your presentation, with Act, line and scene numbers; 
· Specifics of the Theme and Character activities (write out what/who will do what – the more detail, the better)
· Specifics of the individual writing/quote activity
· Specifics of the group activity
· Specifics of the discussion element of presentation
· Addition to the day 2 reflective journal (see page 4) – augment #3 or #4 and write out, specifically what you will ask.
· Wrap up/Closure Activity.
3) Summarize the act (or your assigned Act/scenes) by choosing 3-5 lines from each scene that summarize the action.  Write these out together, with a snappy title at the top for each summarized scene.   Label each group of lines by Act and scene.  You must do this for every scene in your Act.  
During Academic Presentation: 1) Prepare a presentation overview/outline.  Begin the presentation by telling the class what and when your group will be presenting.  2) Write one short answer, true false quiz on key events AND QUOTES from your Act.  3) Facilitate a class discussion.  Your goal is to draw responses from all class, that is, to involve everyone in group in discussion. You may do this via game/activity, fish bowl, or classic “call on student” style.

Theme-ologists (1)

Purpose: Themologists are the archeologists of the group, who discover and reveal the prominent themes in the play as the story unravels.
During Preparation Time: As the play progresses, themologists will track and update the development of 3-4 themes from the play.  Pay attention to: madness, time, thought and thinking, death and suicide.   
Homework Assignment:  keep a neat log, organized by theme, of passages and events that contribute to the unraveling or development of each theme.  Write out at least 10 lines per scene, (ten lines are good, more are better).   Entries for different themes should be on separate pages. Explain the developing themes to your group and teacher – you have (one of) the most important group jobs, as theme is the essence of the literature!

During Academic Presentation:   Explain the themes to class.  Don’t just “tell” us, make us know and understand (and enjoy!) them. Use text, visual aid, activity, writing to help us “get it”.

Illustrators (1)
Purpose: Each Illustrator will, obviously, illustrate stuff in order to bring the language and characters alive via artwork..  Draw, paint, collage, sculpt, make foil dioramas, whatever; artwork can utilize any medium except computer clip art but serious efforts only, please. 
During Preparation Time: You will share and discuss with your group the 20+ lines as well as your scene by scene drawings.
Homework Assignment: 1) Find three examples from your Act in which Shakespeare uses vivid, VISUAL language.  Write these out and explain what images the language brings to mind. Must have at least 20 lines per Act.  2) Scene by scene drawings that illustrate the main concept/issue of each scene., Label each work with act and scene information, and add a key line from the scene that enhances the artwork.  You must prepare two drawings for every 150 lines of each scene. 3) Visual Aids:  You will make two visual aids (one for each major character) for the Judges of character to present on day 1.  Must include image/graphic for the character, and at least five quotes from the play, a combination of lines that illustrate what they think and/or do and things that others say about them, that reveal their character  4) you will also make one visual aid for each Wordsmith to present – visual will illustrate one or two passages that contain significant poetic device (Wordsmith will help you with this). 
Illustrator’s Assignment Recap:  
· 20 + lines of visual imagery, written out and discussed w/group by you;

· Scene by scene drawings with quote, for your assigned Act
· 2 Character posters or other artworks

· 2 Wordsmith posters or other artworks

During Academic Presentation: You will present your 20+ lines of imagery to the class as well as your scene by scene drawings.  (Idea:  present your drawings to us as a quiz – we have to put the pictures in order and make sense of your scene).
Wordsmiths: (2)

Purpose: The key to Shakespeare is in the language, and the language is rich.  Wordsmiths will examine the use of poetic devices in the text to aid our comprehension.  Wordsmiths will each “sign up” for 5 poetic devices to track throughout their assigned Act. 
During Preparation Time: Present significant passages and their literary devices to your group.  (See poetic devices handout – on website), and share/discuss these with group.
Homework Assignment: Write a device by device breakdown of all lines you find with the devices assigned to you.  Write out whole lines of examples, don’t abbreviate or summarize.  You must have at least five examples per scene, but 30 examples or more, total, for your Act.  Please list examples of each device on separate sheets of paper – that is, all metaphors on one page, all allusions on another – and note the Act and scene information in the left hand margin of each page.  You may abbreviate the Act and scene information like this:  II.iv.35-36 (Act, scene, line numbers).  You must also explain what the line/device means, and how it is one.  (A metaphor, for example).
During Academic Presentation: Read and discuss with group significant lines from your Act and their poetic devices to the class.  Don’t just “tell” us, make us know and understand (and enjoy!) them. Use text, visual aid, activity, writing to help us “get it”.  

Part II -- Dramatic Scene:
Your experience with Hamlet will conclude with a dramatic performance of a scene, or two smaller scenes, from your assigned Act. Everyone in your group must have at least 35 lines total (memorized for an A, on index cards for a B or C – under no circumstances may you read from book or from the prompt pages in your portfolio). You will prepare the following materials to be included in your final portfolio:

· (Seniors 2007:  Don’t do this)  Scene Paraphrase (15 points): paraphrase the lines in your scene. This means write out a translation in your own words of what each character is saying throughout the scene, -- this should be developed fully for all spoken parts, not just your part.
· Stage Drawing/Design and Analysis (15 points): 
A) Decide how you want to stage the scene and then draw the stage set. For a finishing touch, write a key line from your scene underneath. Everyone in the group should have the same set drawing, copies are not acceptable; hand drawings please, no computer renderings.  

B)  In your final portfolio, on the facing page (that means these two pages will open out together, side by side), you will include a description of this set and a thorough, 1 paragraph explanation/analysis of why your group set the stage this way, in this time.
· Prompt Pages and Blocking (stage directions) (30 points):

A) Copy your scene (covering up the left hand side of the page, in Folger’s editions), and paste in onto plain paper. Place the lines to the far right. You will fill the left side with notes and stage directions. 

B) You may make cuts in your scene by crossing out the lines, but you may not change the order in which the lines appear, or change word meanings. In the left margin, briefly justify the reasons for your cuts.  

C) Make stage directions and production notes for the way you want your scene to be played. (See sample handout in class) These notes should include the following information: Pauses, tone of voice, gestures, and facial expressions, notes or diagrams of action and movement.
· Costume drawing and Analysis (15 points): 
A) Decide how you will costume your players. Everyone in scene needs to be dressed from the same era; era need not be Elizabethan (though that would be seriously cool!)  Everyone in your company must have costumes from the same era. but you may not perform in your street clothes, and you must be able to articulately justify WHY this setting fits your scene in Hamlet.  

B) In your final portfolio, on facing pages (that means these two pages will open out together, side by side), you will include:
i) A drawing/design of your character’s costumes, and, 

ii) A description of the era chosen, what each character is wearing, and justification for selecting said costumes.

*you need only a costume drawing/photo for your character, not the others in group.

Portfolios are due _____________   Academic Presentations begin _____________
Scene performances begin __________________
Part III -- Portfolios:

You will take on one of the group roles (detailed below) for the duration of your presentation.  Your homework assignment will be stamped on the due date; in class reflections and other elements of the portfolio will be completed at home and in class.  

Assemble your portfolio in the assigned order, in a three tab folder.   Item #1 will be the first page in your portfolio.  Portfolios not assembled in this order will be graded down. You must have tab dividers for each of the categories, below.

1. Cover Page:  Title and Act of Play assigned, your assigned group role, your name.
2. Tab 1: “Group Role” ( 50 points homework – 50 points use of class)
All your stamped work for your assigned group role.  Illustrators:  if you have oversized items. put a blank page in Tab 1 with a note describing where in classroom said items are.

3. Tab 2:  Reflective and Monday Hamlet Journals, Class notes
Assemble all your reflective and Monday journals in the order listed below.  Put the class notes you took on each Act’s presentation directly behind the last journal.  Be sure your notes are CLEARLY labeled by each Act.

JOURNALS:  Assemble your journals (tab 2, above) in this order:

· Act I

· Act II

· Act III

· Act IV

· Act V

· November 26th:  Shakespeare’s Sonnets (Monday journal)

· November 27th: Remember a time you lashed out at your parents (Monday journal)

· December 11:  Write a letter to anyone in Hamlet describing what is going on in the castle right now (Monday Journal)

· January 2: Hamlet’s Act I and II soliloquies – comparison (Monday journal)

· January 18th:  in how many ways is Hamlet “mad”? (Monday Journal)

· Class notes
4. Tab 3:  “Dramatic Scene Materials”—assemble this section in this order:
Line prompts and notes/highlights, 

Stage and set drawing and analysis, (on facing pages)

Costume drawing and analysis (facing pages)
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