The Poetry Thing
Tate


For part of your final exam, assemble a portfolio of your poetry from this year that shows your growth and learning as a writer.  Put your portfolio, in the order outlined below, in a file folder or report cover with metal tab holders.  Papers may not be loose in a folder. Incorrectly assembled or incomplete portfolios will be graded down.  Follow these steps in making your selections and writing the cover sheet:
Cover Sheet:  make a cover sheet for your portfolio that includes a snappy title, your name, period, and year in English, and teacher’s name (You know, Mrs. Tate).
What I Learned:  On a separate sheet of paper entitled, “What I Learned as a Poet and Writer” list four things you learned this year as a writer – that is, things one should DO or AVOID when writing.  This could include essays as well as poems.
On the same sheet, list the titles of each of the poems that you include in your portfolio, as outlined below.  Label which number/requirement each meets.
Samples:   Include four poems you created this year that meet the following requirements.  Attach a cover sheet to each that explains how it meets the requirements:
1. A poem demonstrating tone: In this selection, the speaker’s tone should be readily discernable.
2. A poem demonstrating structure: Could include a refrain, symmetrical stanzas, etc.
3. A poem demonstrating metaphor/symbolic meaning: This poem should allude to the point instead of just saying directly. 
4. A poem demonstrating . . . :    Any quality you choose, as long as you can explain what it is and why you think it is good.
Evaluation:   Write a three paragraph evaluation of your writing skills, including:

1. What you do well as a writer – give specific details
2. Your writing weaknesses and what you’d like to work on in the future

3. Description of how your writing has improved this year – give details

