Reading Research – 
Note Taking Instructions
In prehistoric times, one organized notes on individual note cards, writing out each note by hand on separate cards.  Luckily, we live in the “modern age”, and computers make things simpler!  You are required to format your research as outlined below.  Since you will have to type out your quotes anyhow for your paper, what’s the big deal?  (Groan all you want, but remember to thank your teacher later).  
Your notes require five elements:
1. Source Page: Page one of your notes will be your source information, basically your bibliography/works cited. Turn notes in with correct bibliography on top.
2. Categories:  Break your question into sections, making each page its own section.  That is, organize page two and all other pages of notes by category of your topic, with applicable notes following.  You should have one category per page.
3. Notes:  directly and indirectly quoted from your reading research. Use a balance of both
4. Citations:  (Author’s last name and page numbers) 
5. Question:  type question at the top of each page (use a header) and number all pages using a footer.  
If you use more than one book by the same author, put the full title of the book in parenthesis, followed by page number(s).
Example:  (The Crucible 114); (Death of a Salesman  84).

Sample:  Note Page

Q:  What are the major trends in quilt making and how did each evolve?

Category:



Notes/Citations:

Amish Quilts:
“Important quotes regarding Amish quilts would go here.  Amish quilts are distinctive in their use of color and pattern, both of which are simple and uncomplicated.  More important stuff about Amish quilts would be here.”  (Taylor 47-48)

One also needs to use quotes that are paraphrased, that is, not quoted directly.  Put some information regarding your subject in your own words. Always follow paraphrased quotes with a citation.  (Kiracofe 253)
Story/Friendship Quilts:
 “ Usually constructed for family members moving away, story and friendship quilts were the first quilt design meant to tell a story.  Family members would often each make their own square, and all would be sewn together into a quilt.  Quilts were then given to the departing person as a scrapbook, or “memory” of their families far away.” (“PBS Quilts”).

Story quilts were used often in the Civil War, not only to tell the stories of slave families, who often were separated on several plantations, but also to designate a “safe” house on the underground railroad when they were hung on the laundry line outside.  (Martin 93).


“Story and Friendship quilts grew in popularity in conjunction with the western emigration. (Anderson 103)
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*  You may only put one category per page.  This sample page has two categories on the same page for display purposes only.
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NOTES:
· Generally, all bibliographical entries follow this structure:  author, title, publisher, city published, date published, (volume and page numbers, where applicable).

· If your bibliography is short, center it vertically on the page as best you can

· All categories for each type of source are to be listed alphabetically

· Follow this format carefully – it DOES matter!













