An Ordinary Dialogue

Homework

1. Write a realistic dialogue that you would have with a friend or friends at school.  It can be about any topic appropriate for/at school.  Practice using correct punctuation and use of quotations marks.  Also include dialogue “beats”- that is the small bits of action that accompany the words.  Dialogue must be one and a half pages, typed, spaced as below, with a 12 point 
font.

EXAMPLE DIALOGUE:
Stan:  Good morning.
Mike:  Morning.  How are you?
S:  I think I’m sick.  I am extremely tired, I woke up so early this morning.
M:  Why?  You didn’t sleep well?

S:  No I did, but dude I dreamt of this really hot girl.

M:  Wait a minute!  What girl are you talking about!
S:  There is this one girl who’s not rude, or a b_tch…this girl couldn’t hurt a flea.  She is the perfect girl.  

M:  Man!  I wish I could have a girl like her.  Is she rich?

S:  Naw.  She doesn’t know where her father is, and her mother died a long time ago.  She doesn’t have anything.  She lives in Concord.

M:  Can’t you help her?

S:  I swear, I told her I would give her anything, but she said no.  She is too humble.  It makes me kinda sad.  I asked her to marry me, but she doesn’t think I am for real.  She’s weird…I don’t know what to do!

M:  I wish I could help you, but your problem is way too much for me.  I have to go….Let me leave you with one piece of advice:  Talk to her sweetly, tell her that she reminds you of a summer’s day spent frolicking in the meadow.  Or maybe tell her she reminds you of a beautiful flower blossoming in a garden.  Maybe then she will love you.  

Shakespearian Dialogue


Choose a partner.  Using one of the dialogues you wrote, translate it to “Shakespearian”.  Remember that Shakespeare uses lots of comparisons, and word reversals words often.  You will be reading this in front of the class, first in “Shakespearian”, and then in modern-day translation.  Be creative!  These can be very funny.  You’ll be graded on your creativity and EFFORT, as well as how realistic your lines sound.  Remember, if you can’t seem to find just the right word to express what you want to say, feel free to invent one.  Shakespeare did!
EXAMPLE DIALOGUE:

STANLEY: 
Good morrow.

MIKEOLIO:  
Good morrow.  How dost thou?

STANLEY:  
Methinks I am ill.  I roseth along with the cockerels, but my body met me not.

MIKEOLIO:  
Wherefore?  Sleepest thou not well?

STANLEY:  
Ay, but my mind did trespass the garden of one maiden sweet.  

MIKEOLIO:  
But soft!  Whose garden doth suck up thine brains?

STANLEY:  
One maid who is neither wench nor shrew…one maiden who couldst not scathe a flea.  The 
sweetest lady, ay.  A sure rose petal in a garden of thorns.

MIKEOLIO: 
 Zounds!  Would that I could pick such a rose as she.  Is she a noble parentage?

STANLEY:
 Nay.  She knows not whither her father has gone and, alas, her mother is long dead.  She doth not 
own a penny, and to live in Concord is dear.

MIKEOLIO:  
Canst thou come to her aid?

STANLEY:  
Marry, I offered her the very moon, yet she says nay.  Too proud, she.  It leavest me heavy.  I 
make suit to takest 
her as my bride, but she believest not my suit as 
pure.  Strange is this maid.  I 
knowest not what to do.  

MIKEOLIO: 
 Would that I could aidest thou.  But thine dilemma is too large for my brain, and so, fare well, my 
friend.  I do adviseth thou:  Speakest thou sweet to her.  Tellest her that she reminds thee of a 
summer’s day, or a lovely flower.  Perhaps then she shall showest thee love.
Dialogue Requirements (you’ll be graded on these three things!) 
1. “Shakespearize” your verbs:

Use our “regular” verbs and just add –st , –est, , –th, ,or  –eth
EXAMPLE:


Canst thou see?  (Can you see?)

Givest thou that cupcake unto me!  (Give me your twinkie!)

Knowest thou the answer?  (Do you know the answer?)

I wouldst go with thee if I couldest.  (I would go with you if I could.)

Can’t find the right word?  MAKE IT UP!  Make sure that it sounds like what it is. 
EXAMPLE:  SNEEP.  It means jerk or creep or loser.

2. WORD REVERSAL:  Shakespeare reverses words.  He says, ‘move not’, whereas we say, ‘don’t move,’ and he says whither goest thou?’ where we would say, ‘where are you going?’  Get it?  Don’t get confused.
COMPARISONS:  (Similes and Metaphors.)  Shakespeare’s characters are always comparing things to other things.  Example:  ‘But lo, what light through yonder window breaks?  It is the East, and Juliet is the sun! Arise, fair sun, and kill the envious moon…’(comparing Juliet to the sun)

3. A Shakespearian Dictionary
	Shakespearian Word
	Our Equivalent

	Anon
	In a minute

	Hither
	Here

	Thither
	There

	Whither
	Where

	Ay
	Yes

	Nay
	No

	Wherefore
	Why

	As you list
	As you please

	Marry
	I swear

	Heavy
	Depressed, sad

	But soft
	Wait a minute

	Rest you merry
	Take care

	Straight
	Right away

	Strange
	Distant, unfamiliar, aloof

	Suit
	Request, desire, question

	Scathe
	To hurt or injure

	Sneep
	Jerk

	Wench
	Rude woman b_tch

	Shrew
	Rude woman b_tch

	Dear
	Expensive

	I would
	I wish

	Fair
	Beautiful

	Jest
	Joke

	Thou
	You

	Thine or thy
	Yours or your

	Sweet
	My darling

	Methinks
	It seems to me OR in my opinion

	Dost 
	Does

	Doth
	Does

	Doth not
	Doesn’t 

	Ill
	Bad, evil

	E’er
	Ever

	O’clock
	Time (“what o’clock have you?” means, “what time do you have?”

	Go to
	Shut up, kiss off

	Zounds
	A mild swear word

	Art
	Are

	Yonder
	That one, over there, the one over there


