          Leif Ericsson (975-1020?)  


Leif Ericsson was born around 975A.D. in Iceland. He died around 1020 A.D. in Greenland. He always wanted to be like his father, Erik the Red. He took everything seriously and had no sense of humor.



Leif had a Viking ship bought from Bjarni Herjolfsson. It could hold up to 35 members. Viking ships had a dragon shaped figure that was used to break through waves. Each member paddled and did the same amount of work.  Other Viking ships trailed behind for safety reasons.            

Some problems he faced were the following:

Strong winds tried to blow Leif off course.  Huge waves were encountered during his trip to North America. Leif had to swim through cold water to rescue survivors from a sinking ship along the way. He had to squish the survivors on to his ship.


Leif paid for his own ship from Bjarni Herjolfsson. Merchants paid him to find minerals and new food in the places he explores.  Monarchs helped pay for the exploration.

        Leif explored from 999-1000. He visited Norway in 999 where he became a Christen. Leif spread Christianity to Greenland and other places he visited. He lived in Greenland from 1000. He was about 20-25 years old when he left. Leif was described as “tall and strong. Very impressive in appearance. A fair dealing man.”


Leif’s father was Erik the red. He always wanted to be an explorer like his father and discover new places. Erik was a famous Viking explorer who made the first European settlement in 985 in Greenland. Leif traveled from Greenland to Helluland (flat rock land), which is now believed to be Baffin Island. Leif and his men were blown off course to unknown land. They found grapes, berries and trees called “maseur.” Leif named the land “Vinland” (land of the grapes) which is now Newfoundland. Leif landed on the east coast of North America according to other explorers. They discovered that it was Markland (Labrador). According to sagas, Markland had white sand beaches, many forests and a harbor less coast with long beaches. On his way to Greenland, Leif encountered a sinking ship. He rescued all of the crew members on the ship. For his good deed, he received all of the rich cargo. It included Gold, Silver, Food and weapons. Leif also earned the nickname, “Leif The Lucky”.


The Vikings killed many Aboriginal people at first sight. They got to know the Inuit and Beothuk Indians. They traded with them very often. They would trade furs, cloth and sometimes iron tools and weapons.


Leif Ericsson day is celebrated every year in the United States on October 9th. He is known for being the first discoverer of America. 

