                                  Jupiter                               Point-form notes

Characteristics

It takes twelve years for Jupiter to orbit the sun. Jupiter is made out of hydrogen and helium. The diamater at the equator is 142,000 km. It’s average distance from the sun is 780,000 km. Jupiter can reach temperatures of -130 degrees. Jupiter usually has stormy weather. Jupiter is a magnetic planet like Earth. The magnetic force of Jupiter is much more powerful than Earth. Jupiter is the biggest planet in our solar system.
                      Interesting Facts


If you were twenty years old on earth you would be 1.7 years old on Jupiter. If you weighed one pound on on Earth you would weigh 2.3 pounds on Jupiter. If you weighed one pound on earth on then you would weigh 0.18 pounds on Io, 0.13 pounds on Europa,0,14 pounds on Ganymede and 0.12 pounds on Callisto.Traces of ammonia, water vapor and methain and gases with salfour were found in Jupiter’s atmosphere. The coloured bands in Jupiter’s atmosphere are Jupiter’s clouds. The clouds are formed into bands because the atmosphere moves very quickly. The paled bands are called zones and the dark are caled belts. The main colours that are in the atmosphereare white and red. The white parts are clouds of tiny ammonia crystals. The reddish ones are lower clouds made out of sulfur compounds.  

Rings
Jupiter has only one main ring. It is 123,000 km from Jupiter. It circles  the planet’s equator. The ring is only 6000 km across and about 30 km thick. Smaller rings circle the inside and outside the main ring. The rings are not solid. They are made up of tiny particles of rock. These particles travel in orbit around Jupiter at a high speed. They appear to us as rings  because they move so fast that the light they reflect is blurred.

The Great Red Spot


The Great red Spot is actually a giant storm. Seen from earth, Jupiter appears striped, with a giant spot. The Great Red Spot is the most famous of Jupiter’s markings. It was discovered in the 17th century by the Italian-born French astronomer Jean Dominique Cassini(1625-1712), which would suggest that it is at least 300 years old. It is easily three times the size of Earth, and is said to be a kind of typhoon or hurricane, created by the clouds that surround Jupiter.   This was learned from observations made by Voyager, a US probe launched in 1977. The Great Red spot is spinning counter-clockwise at a speed of about 100 kilometers per hour. The Great Red Spot’s colour varies from brick red to brown.

The Moons

Jupiter has sixteen known moons, but from earth you can only see thirteen. The moons names are Metis, Adrastea, Amalthea, Thebe, Io, Europa, Ganymede, Callisto, Leda, Himalia, Lysithea, Elara, Ananke, Carme, Pasiphae, Sinope. Galileo discovered the four largest moons. They are called Io, Europa, Ganymede and Callisto.Those moons are called Galilean moons. Io is bigger than earth’s moon.The moon Io has a volcano called Pele. All of Jupiter’s moons were named after Greek legends.

