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Another hunter attacked by bear
By Mark A. York, Enterprise Staff Writer
A hunter came upon a sow grizzly bear with a cub in the Cinnabar Basin near Corwin Springs Thursday, and shot and killed the cub while wounding the fast-approaching sow, which escaped.

“We have a potentially dangerous situation out there with a wounded grizzly on the loose,” said Mel Frost, spokeswoman for Fish, Wildlife and Parks. “We don’t know what happened to the sow. We have two staff on scene investigating — Kevin Fry and Sam Sheppard.”

“There was one shot fired,” said Fry, a FWP grizzly bear management specialist, Friday. “The hunter came upon the female grizzly and cub 15 to 20 feet away, and she stood up, then dropped down on all fours and ran at the man. He fired his rifle from the hip. The shot went through the sow and killed the cub. The bear then came up to him and swatted at his backpack, while he poked her with his rifle. She turned back to her cub and ran off into the timber.

“The hunter seemed fairly sincere. He was shaken up,” he said.

Fry said the hunter was not hurt.

“We’ll go back up there this weekend to look for (the sow),” Fry said. “We take these things slowly so not to endanger ourselves or the bear.”

Fry said the hunter didn’t do anything wrong, but, as with the incident last weekend near Sheep Mountain where a hunter was bitten, also in the Gardiner area, the hunter was hunting alone and just came upon the bears.

“We always recommend carrying bear spray,” Fry said. “Hunters need to be aware the bears are very active until mid-November. Hunt with a partner. There’s safety in numbers.”

Fry said the bears’ natural food sources, such as whitebark pine, are limited this year due to beetle kill and a low-production year.

“They dig up the pine nut caches buried by the squirrels,” Fry said.

“We want to get the word out that hunters should carry bear spray when traveling anywhere in bear country,” said Janet Barwick, project associate for the Natural Resources Defense Council in Livingston.

Fry said he alerted the public in the area about the wounded grizzly and posted the Sphinx Creek Trailhead with warning signs. The incident occurred four miles west of the Yellowstone River.
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Arrests made in Humvee heist
By Mark A. York, Enterprise Staff Writer
Livingston Police Chief Darren Raney announced Monday the Livingston Police Department recovered a military Humvee reported stolen Oct. 21 from the Livingston National Guard Armory and the arrest of three suspects.

Lucas C. Lee, 19, and Steve A. Williams, 20, are in custody and are being charged with the theft. A 17 -year-old juvenile has also been identified as being involved, and charges are pending.

The suspects are Livingston residents. Williams recently moved to Livingston from out of state, according to a Monday afternoon news release

The Humvee was recovered Saturday in a remote location west of Livingston.

The three individuals have also been identified as suspects in the break-in of a municipal water reservoir on Livingston’s north side — in the Highground neighborhood — as well as several nearby buildings, including the Verizon and Altell cell phone buildings and two other public radio transmission buildings, the press release states.

Williams has been charged with the break-ins. Further investigation is being conducted, and charges are pending against Lee and the juvenile, officials said.

The communications systems were not disrupted or tampered with and no communications equipment was reported missing. Based on the criminal investigation, there is no information to indicate the water supply was contaminated in any way. Preliminary tests conducted by the EPA indicate no presence of contaminants, according to the release.

Final results of water testing should be received later in the day Monday. Pending the receipt of the results, the 20 affected Highground residents are still being advised to not drink or use the water.

It appears the suspects accessed the water reservoir out of curiosity rather than with the intent to contaminate the water, Raney said in the release.
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Bob Ebinger upset with GOP mailer
By Mark A. York, Enterprise Staff Writer
Montana House District 62 Representative Bob Ebinger, D-Livingston, filed a complaint with the Montana Commissioner of Political Practices alleging that a mailer sent out by the Montana Republican Party this week on behalf of his opponent, Neal Donaldson, unlawfully misrepresents his voting record and fails to comply with Montana’s Clean Campaign Act, as required by law.

“Year after year, more taxes on the same equipment? Bob Ebinger and Montana Democrats support this tax (business equipment) which hurts small business and the families who depend on them,” the mailer states.

“This mailer is a lie, and voters in this district need to know that,” said Ebinger, who is running for re-election to a second term.

“The Republican Party and my opponent have repeatedly tried to claim that I have taken positions contrary to my votes, without documentation, and I’m tired of it,” he said. “I’m proud of my record in support of small businesses and in particular, of my votes to eliminate or lower the business equipment tax.”

Ebinger said he voted in favor of a bill proposed by Constitutionalist Rick Jore of Ronan in the May 2007 special session to eliminate the business equipment tax, and supported Republican Bob Lake’s bill to lower the business equipment tax rate and increase the exemption from the tax.

“On House Bill 529, Bob Ebinger voted against the bill to lower the business equipment tax,” said Bridger Pierce, communications director for the Montana Republican Party, on Wednesday. “It was a close vote and failed because of Bob Ebinger.”

Voting records at the Montana Legislature Web site show Ebinger’s name on the ‘Aye’ roster for HB 529 in 2007. The bill, which reduces the business equipment tax, passed 73 to 26.

The record also shows Ebinger voted for HB 8, which would eliminate business equipment tax. That bill passed the House by a 63 to 35 margin.

“We’ve received the fax complaint against the Republican Party,” said Kym Trujillo, data and program technician for the Commissioner of Political practices in Helena, Wednesday.

The mailer began arriving in voters’ mailboxes on Monday, one week before the Nov. 4 election, according to an Ebinger news release.

According to the release, the mailer fails to comply with the Montana Clean Campaign Act, which requires campaign material to reference any votes upon which the information is based, including any contrasting votes, and requires a verification statement attesting to the accuracy and truth of the information.

The document does not reference any votes and does not include the required verification, the release said.

“I had no knowledge of this mailer,” said Republican House District 62 candidate Neal Donaldson, Wednesday. “My position is I’m against any business equipment tax. I believe any legitimate business should immediately expense any legitimate investment in a business and be able to write it off at the time of purchase.”
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Preliminary budget OK’d by county
By Mark A. York, Enterprise Staff Writer
The Park County Commission passed a $15.1 million preliminary budget Tuesday.

“I adjusted the mill levy in three areas,” said Finance Director Marilyn Hartley. “The general fund will increase to $3.5 million. There will also be increase of $8,905 in the Road Department and $822 in the Planning Department.”

The fiscal year 2009 budget is comprised of $5.1 million in property taxes and $7.1 million from other sources, Hartley said Tuesday at the conclusion of a public hearing on the budget.

Hartley said the minor levy adjustments were as much the county could do without going to the voters.

The budget also included an emergency two mills, or about $50,000, for the Ninth Street Island bridge, she said.

“How long will the (Payment in Lieu of Taxes from the federal government) fund last at the current rate?” asked Marty Malone at the hearing in the Commission Chambers.

Malone is running for a seat on the Commission.

“There is full funding for PILT for the next four years,” Commissioner Jim Durgan told Malone. “There’s supposed to be a year in reserve — $830,000 dollars.”

“We moved all wages out of PILT into the general fund,” Hartley said.

“Permanent move?” Malone asked.

“Yes,” she said.

“We’ve had road and other expenses,” Durgan said.

“It was a bad year for bridges and culverts,” Hartley said.

“We don’t have enough coming in in taxes, so we’ve had to dip into PILT,” Durgan said. “It’s a real dilemma. Every time we go to the voters, they say ‘no.’”

“We’ve had a lot of pressure in planning from development,” Commission Chairman Larry Lahren said. “It’s not much different than what Schwarzenegger has in California with deficit spending. We have more need for services than revenues. Funding is all tied to politics.”

The final budget hearing is set for Wednesday morning at 9 a.m. in the Commission chambers.

