I. Introduction

a. Introductory sentences

b. Thesis

i. Olivier uses his personal experience masked in Freudian psychology to portray his story through Hamlet, while Moranis and Thomas parallel the Gade-Nielsen Hamlet to create an air of intellectualism to their film.

II. Establishing the works

a. Freud wrote heavily on Hamlet

i. Holland

b. Olivier portrayed his life through Hamlet

i. Donaldson

c. Strange Brew is an adaptation

i. Smith

d. Strange Brew draws from Gade-Nielson

e. Nielsen played a female Hamlet

i. Seidl

III. Motivations

a. Legitimization of Olivier’s problems

i. Donaldson

b. Uses Freud to justify

c. Gade-Nielsen wanted to make German films intellectual

i. Starks

d. Moranis-Thoman wanted to make comedy intellectual

IV. Olivier’s Life (Donaldson)

a. Harsh Father

b. Impressed Mother

i. Built him a stage

c. Provoked Father to gain attention from Mother

d. Imitation of Mother after her death

i. Promise to become an actor

e. Attempted rape

V. Comedic films (Starks)

a. Moranis-Thomas known for dim-witted comedy

i. Wanted intellectual acclaim

b. Use female Hamlet for comedy and shock

c. Gade-Nielsen used for shock

VI. Translation of Olivier into film (Donaldson)

a. Oedipus complex

i. Age difference in actors

b. Staircase scenes

i. Outstretched hand

c. Inability to act on Father’s word

d. Hamlet as an actor and director

e. Empty spaces

VII. Olivier Hides his Shame (Donaldson)

a. Dieing of hair

b. “Man who could not make up his mind”

VIII. Strange Brew less ambiguous (Seidl)

a. No doubt that Pam is a woman

i. Eliminated gender ambiguity of Gade-Nielsen

1. Provides stronger sense of controversy

b. Pam does not hide being a woman

c. Ophelia is a man as well

i. Adds to controversy of adaptation

1. Eliminates further gender controversy in film

d. Pam is a woman that desires to be in man’s position

i. Like Hamlet, she is unable to act on mission

1. Schizophrenia

a. Strong statement of the mental stability of Hamlet

e. Shifts from Oedipal male to female

i. Desired Father, not Mother

1. Competition with Mother

a. Mother drives Claude

i. Same in Gade-Nielsen

IX. Olivier’s Ghost (Donaldson)

a. First realistic ghost

i. Communicates with Hamlet

ii. Doesn’t explain Hamlet’s doubt

b. Adds to the Oedipal problems in inaction

X. Strange Brew’s Ghost (Starks)

a. Video recording

i. Doesn’t communicate with Pam

1. Nielsen doesn’t communicate with her father either

XI. Olivier’s Struggle (Donaldson)

a. Violence with Ophelia is on staircase as well

i. Outstretched hand

b. Throws away Oedipal complex

i. Ghost brings it back

1. Kiss

c. Mother wishes to seduce Hamlet

XII. Pam’s Struggle (Seidl)

a. Unable to express love with father

b. Only sexual advances of Mother are towards Claude

c. Ophelia is Laertes

i. Under drug influence, Ophelia acts Laertes

1. Parallels sexual tension between Hamlet and Laertes in Nielsen

a. Gender ambiguity replaced with mental ambiguity

XIII. Unfolding of Olivier’s Plot (Donaldson)

a. Queen drinks poison knowingly

i. Only adaptation to do so

1. As if siding with Hamlet

b. Olivier risks life in jump

c. Death of Claudius unites Gertrude and Hamlet

XIV. Strange Brew’s Non-Tragedy

a. Rosencrantz and Guildenstern prevent tragedy, not Pam

i. Not in Olivier’s film

ii. Remains true to Hamlet
b. Ghost acts and takes vengeance on murderers

i. Allows Hamlet to remain inactive

c. Because the situation is resolved without the help of Hamlet, ending is happy

XV. Conclusion

a. Closing sentences

