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BLA Scrimmage

By Rachel Singh Gr.9 BLA

On Wednesday, January 28, Boston Latin Academy held its annual certamen scrimmage. Eight schools: Andover West Middle School, Boston College High School, Boston Latin School, Lynn English High School, Notre Dame Academy, Pierce Middle School, Quabbin Regional High School, and Wachusett Regional High School attended to sharpen their certamen skills and practice for the state preliminaries in April. The scrimmage was one of the few opportunities MassJCLers have to meet Latin students from other schools in a friendly, fun environment. 
The visiting schools were greeted by the school's club president, Alexandra Saridis. She introduced all the club officers and told everyone about upcoming JCL events, such as Prelims, State Convention and Nationals. Then everyone split up to watch or participate in the many certamen rounds. 

BLA Classics Club members were pleased to see the number of students who attended the scrimmage. The club sold pizza and soda to the hungry students and teachers and several new schools registered to join the MassJCL. This year's scrimmage was a great success. It was encouraging to see the increasingly large number of JCLers in our state and we hope the MassJCL continues to grow.


Chapter News

Andover West Middle School


A new chapter in MassJCL this year is Andover West Middle School. The club is made up of 7th and 8th grade Latin students. Four students on the club’s Novice Certamen team came to the BLA scrimmage on January 29.

Boston College High School


The boys at BC High and their four Latin teachers have been busy gathering members for their club. They attended the Boston Latin Academy 

certamen scrimmage with one novice, one lower, and two upper level teams.

Boston Latin Academy


The BLA Classics Club has been busy working on community service activities. In February they baked cupcakes and in April they plan to cook a full dinner for 12 at the Pine Street Inn satellite house.  

On March 15, the BLA CC visited the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City. Four tours about ancient cultures of Greece, Rome and Egypt as well as their influence in European art were given by Dr. Properzio, Ms. Fillion, Mr. Lane and Mr. Scott Barker, a guest from Andover West MS.  The club would like to thank Ms McElroy and Jamaica Hill Realty for making this trip possible for a second year. 

Boston Latin School


 The BLS-JCL has been training their three certamen teams. They plan to sell candy and wrap gifts as fundraising activities. The club hosted a certamen scrimmage on December 16, 2002.

Lynn English High School


The club at Lynn English brought two Novice, two Lower, and one Upper certamen team to the BLA scrimmage. They held a Lupercalia toga party in February and plan to attend certamen Preliminaries and the State Convention on May 16 and 17 at U Mass Amherst. Some members of the club would like everyone to know that Annie and Jackie are the best. 

Mt. Greylock Regional Hogh School


The Mt. Greylock JCL has been very busy. They held their annual raffle, which was a huge success as usual. They sent letters for “Operation Dear Abby.” They also set up a booth at a local elementary school’s “Words are Wonderful” fair, which was designed for elementary school students interested in taking Latin. 

Pierce Middle School
MassJCL Historian Devika Gireesh and her scrapbook committee are working very hard on this year’s MassJCL scrapbook. In February, the club held a bake sale at their school. On February 13, fifty members of the club

 attended a showing of Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom in the school’s auditorium and afterwards went to Bertucci’s Pizzeria for food. On March 20, the club hosted its very first certamen scrimmage with attendance from Boston Latin School, Boston Latin Academy, and Milton HS.  

Quabbin Regional High School

The club at Quabbin Regional High School has been working very hard preparing to host the certamen Preliminaries under the leadership of their four elected officers. They are also planning an international field trip. The club says that they have been having lots of fun throughout the year. 

Tewksbury Memorial High School

The discipuli at Tewksbury High have been busy selling hot chocolate at school.  Projected sales topped $400!  Also, plans are underway for an annual car wash in April. Besides fund-raising, TJCLers are busy practicing for Certamen, taking the National Latin Exam, and beginning state and national convention projects.
Wachusett Regional High School

The Latin club at Wachusett Regional High School has been very busy since the beginning of the year. They held a food-drive, made holiday cards for the local elementary school and are planning a trip to Italy. The club would like to thank their mascot “Avis” for all his (or her?) help this year. 

State T-Shirt Contest Winners

On January 11, 2003 at a MassJCL Executive Board meeting, 

MassJCL Secretary Alex Kopynec announced the winner of this year’s State T-Shirt contest.  From the entries received, first and second place winners were chosen. In second place is Rebeka Lent of Belchertown High School. And congratulations to Kathryn Smeglin, a senior at Mt. Greylock Regional High School whose design won the first place prize of a free T-Shirt. The new T-Shirt featuring Kathryn’s design will be debuted at the State Convention on May 16 and 17 at UMass Amherst.

Editorial

MassJCL Members,


I hope your new year has been enjoyable so far. The MassJCL Executive Board has been hard at work planning your State Convention on May 16 and 17 at UMass Amherst. With their dedication, this year’s convention is sure to best all past conventions with the new activities we have planned. 


If you would like to help make next year’s convention, why not run for a state office? Being a state officer is such a rewarding experience. You learn so many leadership skills and you make new friends. If you are interested in running, be sure to look at your convention packet or contact the Parliamentarian at sulorbub@aol.com. For more information on what an officer does, contact any current officer. We are always willing to meet people interested in running. 


That’s the news for now. Be sure to keep submitting articles, tidbits and newsletters for more points in the Newsletter contest! 

Sincerely,

Ryan Manning

MassJCL Publication Editor

Publicity Contest

Sarah Concannon, 1st Vice President

As many of you know, pre-convention contests are starting up. One such contest is the Publicity Contest. Anything that promotes JCL and/or the Classics may be considered publicity.  Newspaper articles, parade floats, library displays, and websites are just a few examples.  If you have any questions as to whether or not something is considered publicity, email me at cburger21@hotmail.com.  Prizes will be awarded to the chapter with the best publicity and to the chapter with the most publicity. The deadline for publicity is May 1st. All materials will be submitted to the Historian for use in the state scrapbook after being judged.  The time period of acceptable materials is from State Convention 2002 to State Convention 2003. The requirements for this contest and the point system are described in detail in the convention packet mailed to advisors.  I look forward to receiving your publicity material by May 1st, and seeing you all at UMass!
National Latin Exam 

 Alex Kopynec, MassJCL Secretary


In March students from all levels of Latin took this year’s National Latin Exam. The takers ranged from a host of fresh first-year students, taking the green Intro exam to seasoned AP students who took the awe-inspiring yellow test, biting their pencils as they puzzled out a maze of indirect statements and independent subjunctives.  


 When asked how the test was, many younger students responded, almost unanimously, “easy.”  Some actually complained of being more confused by filling in the bubbles than by the questions themselves!  “I thought it would be a lot harder.” commented one student And for those of you who think it will be harder next year, don’t worry too much; one girl from Mt. Greylock, seated next to her older brother and sister in the alphabetical arrangement, was surprised to discover she knew some of the answers on the Latin III and IV tests!

Actually, people from all levels of Latin thought their tests were easy. One Level IV student thought that everything was simple. His one gripe was the geography question, which asked the direction of a journey from Tyre to Crete. Many were less optimistic about their performance on the test, but still thought it was an advantageous experience. “It’s a nice way of telling how good you are at Latin, with no pressure,” a Latin II student commented. 


So to all you who just started Latin, the message seems to be: don’t worry, the National Latin Exam won’t get much harder.  I guess we’ll have to wait and look at the scores when they come back – maybe a few interviewees were a bit overconfident –– but even if you didn’t do as well as you thought, you’ve probably still got a good shot at a cum laude or summa cum laude.  And don’t forget, there’s still the Medusa Mythology Exam coming up for high school students and, more importantly, the State Convention in May, with dozens of opportunities for students to distinguish themselves in academics, performance, athletics, and arts!

MassJCL Chapters
Below is a list off all the Latin clubs who have joined MassJCL since September 2002. The clubs with asterisks (*) next to their name are new chapters:

Algonquin Regional HS
Andover West MS*
Austin Preparatory HS
Belchertown HS
Berkshire Country Day School*
Bishop Feehan HS
Boston College HS
Boston Latin Academy
Boston Latin School
Brattleboro Union HS*
Brockton HS
Brookline HS
Buckingham, Brown & Nichols
Cambridge School of Weston
Doherty Middle School

Doherty Memorial HS
Dover Sherborn HS*
Eagle Hill School*
Franklin HS
Hartford Public HS*

Holyoke High School
Lynn English HS
Lynnfield HS

Minnechaug Regional HS
Milton High School
Mt. Alvernia HS
Mt. Greylock Regional HS
North Attleborough HS
North Middlesex Regional HS
Notre Dame Academy
Pierce Middle School

Quabbin Regional HS
Shrewsbury HS*
Tewksbury Memorial HS
Turkey Hill MS
Wachusett Regional HS
Wakefield HS
Walpole HS

Westford Academy







The Official Newsletter of the Massachusetts Junior Classical League 	April 2003 	Volume XXVIII, Issue 3

















Massachusetts Junior Classical League





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





Publications Editor:


Ryan Manning


ffeditor0203@msn.com





President:


Mark Ivey


mjclprez@yahoo.com





Chairs:


Ms. Tamara Bauer


tambauer@aol.com





Ms. Janet Fillion


rockberries@mindspring.com





Ms. Marjorie Keeley


makeeley@rcn.com





Visit our website: www.geocities.com/massjcl








2

_1108191404.doc
[image: image1.png]






