Math 1314/College Algebra/Paris Junior College

Allen/Spring 2009
M—W ( 8:25—9:40 NS111///T—Th ( 8:25—9:40 AD152///T—Th (11:15—12:30 AD152 

Instructor:

Heather Allen, EdD, ABD
 Email:
hallen@parisjc.edu the best way to contact me is through email.

Office:
Natural Sciences 117

Phone:
903-782-0336
Web address:
www.geocities.com/mathematichic
Office Hours:
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	9:30—11am

2—5pm
	12:30—1pm
	9:30—11am

2—5pm
	12:30—1pm
	9—11am


If you need assistance outside of my posted office hours, do not hesitate to contact me via email and set up a time for one-on-one help or approach me during class to set up some individual tutoring time.

Text:
College Algebra, 4th Edition, Blitzer.  ISBN#0-13-219141-5
Course Description:
Math 1314 is a traditional lecture course.  Topics covered include equations, inequalities, mathematical models, functions, graphs, polynomial functions, rational functions, exponential functions, and logarithmic functions, system of equations, determinants, and sequences.  Prerequisite for this course is MATH 0301 or a satisfactory score on the placement test.

Course Objectives:
This course is designed to assist students in the following objectives:
· To apply arithmetic, algebraic and higher-order thinking to modeling and solving real-world situations.

· To represent and evaluate basic mathematical information verbally, numerically, graphically and symbolically.
· To expand mathematical reasoning skills and formal logic to develop convincing mathematical arguments.

· To use appropriate technology to enhance mathematical thinking and understanding and to solve mathematical problems and judge the reasonableness of the result.

· To interpret mathematical models such as formulas, graphs and tables, and draw inferences from them.

· To develop the view that mathematics is an evolving discipline, interrelated with human culture, and understand its connections to other disciplines.

Purpose:
This course is designed to satisfy the mathematics requirement, college algebra.  College algebra is one of the math courses offered to obtain a bachelor’s degree in the state of Texas. 
Attendance:
To achieve success, attendance is a must.  The material covered in this course will move quickly from one concept to the next, and we will often cover more than one section per class.  Every class period will be covering new material that you will be responsible for--even in the event of absence!!  It is expected that you follow the guidelines set forth by the Class Attendance Policy in the current Paris Junior College Catalogue (p.27).  I will take attendance at the beginning of each class.  As an additional incentive all students with no absences or tardiness for all classes leading up to an exam will receive 5 bonus points on that exam.  This incentive will be afforded to all five of the exams. Last day to drop the course is April 9, 2009. The student is responsible for initiating drop procedures.

It will be the student’s responsibility to sign the daily roll sheet to receive the bonus points
Homework:
Homework will be assigned each class period.  You are expected to do all assigned work.  Mathematics is a practiced skill and it cannot be fully understood by mere observation.  I will be taking up homework each exam day for the previous weeks assignments, these grades will be based on completion of the assignments.
Projects:
So you can relate the skills gained in College Algebra there will be two projects this semester.  The projects will be chosen from four “real-world” application problems that are posted on my website, www.geocities.com/mathematichic .  You must do two of the four problems.  You may work together, but each student must turn in their own copies of the projects.  The projects are due by April 27 or 28 at the beginning of class.  No late projects will be accepted, but early projects are encouraged.

Exams:
We will have four chapter exams and a comprehensive final exam.  I do not give make-up exams without prior arrangements, however I do allow each student to drop their lowest test grade (The final exam cannot be dropped!).  Use this provision wisely!! 
I will provide you with a practice exam on my web-site, www.geocities.com/mathematichic at least one week prior to these exams.  
The tentative exam schedule is on the course agenda.
Grading:
Chapter Exams
55%


Homework

10%


Final Exam

20%

Project


15% 

GRADING SCALE:


90-100


A


80-89


B


70-79


C


60-69


D


Below 60

F

Classroom Conduct:
All students in my class are expected to behave following the tenets of common decency and display acceptable behavior conducive to a positive learning environment.  Cells phones must be muted during class and are not approved to be used as a calculator in this class.  All rules, regulations, and guidelines in the 2007-2008 Paris Junior College Student Handbook (page 28-30) will be followed.

Academic Dishonesty:

I find that a majority of students are honest in doing their school work.  However, due to past cheating events I must take measures to protect the academic integrity of my classroom.  I have a NO TOLERENCE policy for cheating and students found guilty of an act of academic dishonesty in this course will be subject to receiving an “F” in this course—NO EXCEPTIONS. 
Cheating in this course is defined as the following:

· Giving or receiving answers during an exam or quiz.

· Viewing the exam or quiz answers of nearby classmates.

· Having notes/practice work available during quizzes or tests.

· Possession or access to test items before the test is given.

· Use of cell phones or text messaging technology during exams or quizzes.  You may not use the calculator on your cell phones.
· Any method, no matter how well rationalized or accepted, which improves a person’s grade by any means other than study and skillful performances on exams and/or other assignments.
Students caught cheating will receive an “F” for the course grade, period.

Services for Students with Disabilities:  Services for students with disabilities are coordinated by the Student Development Center.  Services include arrangements for accommodations, counseling, and services to allow equal access to educational opportunities for students with disabilities.   Students must request services by providing a letter of verification of disability and must complete an interview with the Director of Student Development.  Reasonable accommodation request(s) with documentation may be subject to review by the ADA Committee.


To provide appropriate planning and scheduling, you must submit your request at least two weeks before accommodations are needed.  For scheduling of interpreters, available modified equipment, enlarged text and/or books on tape, please allow four weeks.


For more information contact the Director of Student Development, Room 108, McLemore Student Center or call (903) 782-0426.  Students are encouraged to seek assistance in advance of the beginning of the semester in which accommodations are requested.

By staying enrolled in this section of College Algebra, Math 1314, you are agreeing to abide by the policies put forth by this syllabus.
