Active Learners

One of the major goals of reform mathematics is to help students become active learners and take an active role in their own education.  This requires students to develop many skills including learning how to make individual contributions in a group setting, preparing for tasks ahead of time, and reflecting on learning through journals and portfolios.  

One of the major assets to working in groups is the wide range of ideas and resources that each member can contribute to the group.  A group cannot function properly unless each member is putting forth individual effort and contributing to group discussions and activities.  Students should be aware that the group is their main resource and that every member is a vital part of the whole.  Individual contributions can be enforced by making sure that all students serve different roles – reader, recorder, quality controller, coordinator, and reporter.  

Another part of becoming an active learner is taking responsibility to complete individual assignments and preparing for class discussions and group activities.  This requires that all students take the time to read directions and complete all follow up work.  Not only does this contribute to individual education, but it definitely makes group work easier.

Having student reflect on group activities through journals or exit passes is another way to ensure that each student is putting thought and effort into group activities and taking an active role in their own education.  Reflection requires students to think about their own education and make observations and judgements about their own effort.  This in return can help students to make goals and strive to obtain as much from their own education as possible.
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