 

Elements of Short Stories 


I. Plot - series of related events that make up a story
A. Conflict - struggle between opposing forces 

1. Man vs. man - external struggle between two or more individuals 

2. Man vs. himself - internal struggle concerning emotion and decision
3. Man vs. nature - external struggle between man and an element of nature
B. Complication - mini-conflicts that contribute to the rise in action
C. Climax - turning point of the story; emotional high point
(for the character, not the reader)
D. Falling action - events that lead to resolution
E. Resolution - outcome of the conflict
II. Four types of characterization - techniques the writer uses to develop character
A. Physical description 

B. Speech and actions of the character
C. Direct comment from the narrator
D. Speech and actions of other characters

III. Themes of literature/Analyzing characters
A. Motivation - cause of actions 

B. Behavior - actions of the character
C. Consequences - results of actions
D. Responsibility - moral, legal, or mental accountability
E. Expectations -
 IV. Setting/Description
A. Sensory details - words that appeal to the senses (sight/hearing/taste/touch/smell) 

B. Figurative language
1. Simile - comparison using like or as 

2. Metaphor - comparison using is or form of is
a. Implied metaphor 

b. Extended metaphor
3. Personification
