2. "Araucana"...actually aren't that common in the United States . While the A.P.A. claims some Araucanas originated in South America those described in the A.P.A. standard originated in the US. They are a blue egg laying, "rumpless" (no tail) bird that sport ear tufts, clumps of feathers growing at or near their ear openings and no muff or beard.  Despite their somewhat small numbers in the US it is their name that is most frequently and erroneously used in reference to Easter Egg Layers and Ameraucanas. You can see pictures of Araucana's on The Feathersite.
Go to: http://www.feathersite.com/Poultry/BRKPoultry.html
 

3. "Ameraucana"...originated in the United States and have been recognized by the American Poultry Association since 1984.  
Currently they only come in these 8 specific colors:
· black
· blue
· buff
· white
· silver
· brown-red
· wheaten
· blue wheaten
Ameraucanas have a pea-combs, a lack of prominant wattles, "bay" colored eyes (reddish brown), red ear lobes and "slate" (blue colored) shanks (blacks can have black colored shanks and feet) and feet and the bottoms of their feet are white.  They have "horn" (neutral and not yellow) colored beaks.  They lay various shades of pastel blue to blue-green eggs.  
With their pea combs and lack of wattles they are very cold hardy.  They are mostly non-aggressive and easy to handle birds.  They come in both standard (large fowl) and bantam size.
You can see photographs of Ameraucanas here in our members photo album section click on "Pictures" and on our "Color" pages and on the Feathersite or on the Ameraucana Breeders Club website.
http://www.ameraucana.org/index.html
