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EDD 511 Adult Learning: Theories, Principles, and Applications. (n.d.). University of Phoenix Online Course Catalog. Retrieved from https://mycampus.phoenix.edu/CurrGuide/edd511.htm (password protected site)
Course Description
This course focuses on adult development and learning theories. Students will identify the stages of adult development and examine the concept of andragogy versus pedagogy. Major theories of adult learning and how they relate to instructional practices will be explored. Intelligence, skills, and motivation are discussed in the context of teaching adult learners. Emphasis will be placed on teaching and learning models and strategies and effective practices in distance education.
Topics and Objectives
Adult Development Theories
· Summarize the various adult developmental theories.
· Describe the adult learning process and factors affecting it.
· Analyze classical and current development theories including humanism, behaviorism, cognitivism, and constructivism.
Learning Tasks
· Examine assumptions regarding learning tasks and dialogic learning.
· Analyze the necessary steps for planning the design of adult learning programs.
Learning and Information Processing
· Identify the common learning characteristics of adult learners.
· Evaluate the life-cycle phases of adult development.
Adult Learning Theories
· Analyze the similarities and differences between andragogy and pedagogy.
· Compare and contrast the characteristics between children and adult learners.
Teaching Strategies
· Summarize the developmental changes of adulthood and incorporate the developmental principles within the learning tasks.
· Identify the use of structuring dialogue for inclusion of all adult learners.
Motivation and Self-Direction of Lifelong Learning
· Identify learning tasks for adult learners using self-directed methods in various learning and teaching styles.
· Design learning tasks for adult learners using self-directed methods in various learning and teaching styles.
· Identify technological changes that have impacted adult learning and increased the need for distance education.
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