Sara Casperson

9-21-00/ Hr. 2- Funk

         "The Beltzer"

   Problems with school, problems with people, and problems with myself. Often, 

I wonder how many more frustrating days I will be able to endure before losing 

my sanity. I flip on my stereo, in hopes to soothe the stress of my agonizing 

day with gentle music. Lazily, I allow myself to fall into place beside my 

computer. Perhaps I will have e-mail? I love getting mail! Impatiently, I wait for 

the blur and methodic dialing of the computer modem, which connects me to the 

perfect email. It is a letter that erases the sorrows of my day, and replaces 

them with a smile…

 Dear Sara,

I hope you're having a good day, and I hope the rest of the week goes well. 

Life is good.  Enjoy it.  Smile.  Even I can look cute when I smile. Make a new 

friend tomorrow.  Find someone you've seen lots of times in the hallway, but have 

never talked to, and start up a conversation.  Tell me all about it.  Hang out 

with people you've never hung out with before.  Try cooking something, 

anything.  Then, give the food away.  Write a poem, mail it to me, or keep it to 

yourself.  Tell your parents you love them. Give your sister a hug. Roll around in 

the yard with the dog. Get messy. Finger-paint, yes, finger-paint. Draw with 

chalk on the road or driveway.  Send a rose to a boy.  It doesn't matter if he 

likes it or not. It's a nice gesture.  Find a toad and give it a kiss.  Try to go a 

whole day without using anything that has to be plugged in.  Tan naked. 

Skinny-dip. Write a love letter to no one in particular. Play house. Make a fort.  

Perform a concert or comical act for your stuffed animals. Take a two-hour bath. 

Read a children's book with lots of pictures and very few words.  Read it 

very slowly and study the pictures. Tell your teachers you're thankful for all 

the work they do. Tell your tennis coach I say " hi". Go to school without a 

backpack or materials. Blow a kiss to a freshman boy, and give another a big hug 

or tap on the butt.  Fart in front of someone. Make sure they notice. Fall down 

in the hallway. Block traffic as you slowly get up. Have a nice day-- I enjoyed 

writing this immensely. 

 This amusing email makes me laugh, a typical masterpiece of Matthew Beltz. I'm 

unable to resist a smile as I think about the truth behind his silliness. The 

simple thoughts of Matt's dynamic mind bring hope and happiness to my trying 

day. His letter shows a written account of his lively personality. 

  Unfortunately, Matt attends college at La Crosse, making his presence in 

Neenah infrequent. However, up until a year ago I wouldn't have been able to 

recognize the absence of Matt from our city. We had exchanged greetings in the 

hallways at school, but we didn't know each other well until this past June. It was 

this summer that I was privileged, or so you could say, to work with Matt, 

instructing tennis lessons for the Neenah Park and Recreation. His initial 

friendliness was welcoming, though intimidating at times, for Matt delights in 

embellishing females with his charm. 

   Matt is confident in his mesmerizing charisma. Showering people with the pet 

names of "honey", "my love", "darling", "sweetie", and "dear", his signature 

mode of addressing others, amuses him. He speaks and writes by utilizing these 

terms, along with other complicated words. His vocabulary is extensive and 

sophisticated, yet confusing, for Matt has exceeding intelligence. 

 Intellectually, Matt's aptitude is beyond all others. He is able to apply his 

cleverness to his amazing computer skills, a technology that he puts to use to 

make CD's and comical personal calendars. My sister and I own CD's from Matt, 

titled "The Beltzer," comprised of a stellar selection of music. Time, effort, 

and creativity were vital in the twelve-month swimsuit calendar he recently 

produced. Furthermore, Matt's mental capacity is key in the last-minute papers he 

commonly composes. 

  Beyond Matt's charisma and intelligence, he possesses a fascinating 

characteristic: a love for life. His intriguing email best expresses and summarizes this 

quality. Matt Beltz leads a life of spontaneity and creativity, leaving each 

person he meets with a reminder that life is not to be feared, but to be enjoyed. 

He is able to find happiness in the simple pleasures of life, and has taught me 

the importance of this value. A contagious attitude and tainted humor define 

the vivacious personality of Matthew David Beltz.

   Smile. Maybe I will. Perhaps I'll look cute too? I am having a good day now 

that I have been made aware of the minor details in life that can make us 

happy. Life is good. Thanks to characters like Matt Beltz, I will never forget that. 
