Exercise 2
Obligatory and Optional Elements in a Finite Verb or Verb Phrase.

Underline all the finite verbs and verb phrases in the following passages and write them in the blanks provided. Then indicate the tense, the modal, the aspect, and the voice of each finite verb or verb phrase. 

1. I still remember the first time I set eyes on Phuket’s famous Rawai Beach. I went at four 

o’clock in the afternoon and the beach was peaceful and quiet in the sunlight. Quite a few palm trees had been planted there and they were swaying gently in the breeze. A lone fisherman was walking along the beach.

Finite Verb

or Verb Phrase



Tense

Modal

Aspect 

Voice

remember



present

   -

    -

active

set




past

   -                        -                   active

went




past

   -                        -                   active

was




past

   -                        -                   active

had been planted


past

   -               perfective              passive

were swaying



past

   -               progressive             active

was walking



past

   -               progressive             active

2. How we form ideas or generalizations has always been considered one of the most puzzling aspects of the human mind. The ancient Greeks saw it closely related to the recognition process. They believed that true reality in the form of ideas was stored in a place visited by man’s soul before birth, and that the earthly realization of particular objects was a recall of memories acquired very early. Ideas cannot only serve in helping us to recognize what we have seen but can be applied to predict the unknown on the basis of similarity.

Finite Verb

or Verb Phrase



Tense

Modal

Aspect 

Voice

form




present

   -

    -

active

has been considered


present

   -                perfective             passive
saw




past

   -                        -                   active

believed



past

   -                        -                   active

was stored



past

   -                        -                  passive

was




past

   -               
    -                   active

can(not) serve



present

   can                    -
             active

have seen



present

    -

perfective
active
can be applied



present

   can

    -

passive
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3. Government volcanologists warned yesterday that an eruption may  be imminent at Mayon Volcano, the Philippines’ most deadly peak, which has been  spewing  increasing amounts of steam and lava for the past three days. The Mayon Volcano sprang to life last  March  when the crater glowed brightly. Since then it has been ejecting clouds of volcanic ash, light  brown steam and white and blue fumes. Lava started flowing from an opening in the crater Wednesday and the opening has been widening and the volume of lava flow has been increasing since then.

Finite Verb

or Verb Phrase



Tense

Modal

Aspect 

Voice

warned




past

    -

   -

active

may be




present

may

   -

active

has been spewing


present

    -
perfective + progressive
active

sprang




past

    -
 
   - 

active

glowed




past

    -

   -
 
active

has been ejecting


present

    -

perf + prog
active

started




past

    -

   -

active

has been widening


present

    -

perf + prog
active

has been increasing                               present                  -


perf + prog
active


4. The Transport and Communications Ministry has finalized the requirements for candidates who want to operate the country’s second national airline.


A bidder must be a legal corporate entity composed of at least three partners with registered capital of at least three billion baht.


Foreign companies are allowed to take up to 15% equity, except for foreign airlines, whose stake will be limited to 5%. These airlines must also seek special government approval beforehand.


The winning company will be required to divest 30% of its equity to the public through the Stock Excange of Thailand.


No single partner can hold more than 40% in the new airline.


The winning bidder must be able to start operating within one year of being selected, and the airline must offer domestic, regional and intercontinental flights.

Finite Verb

or Verb Phrase



Tense

Modal

Aspect 

Voice

has finalized



present 
    - 

perfective          active

want




present 
    - 

      -          
active

must be




present 
   must 

      -          
active

are allowed



present 
    - 

      -          
passive
will be limited



present 
   will 

      -          
passive
must seek



present 
   must 

      -          
active

will be required



present 
    will 

      -          
passive

can hold



present 
    can

      -          
active

must be




present 
   must 

      -          
active

must offer



present 
   must 

      -          
active







