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"Since, however, it would be very tedious, in such avolume asthis, to reckon up the
successions of all the Churches, we do put to confusion all those who, in whatever
manner, whether by an evil self-pleasing, by vainglory, or by blindness and perverse
opinion, assemble in unauthorized meetings; [we do this, | say,] by indicating that
tradition derived from the apostles, of the very great, the very ancient, and universally
known Church founded and organized at Rome by the two most glorious apostles, Peter
and Paul; as also [by pointing out] the faith preached to men, which comes down to our
time by means of the successions of the bishops. For it isamatter of necessity that every
Church should agree with this Church, on account of its pre-eminent authority, that is, the
faithful everywhere, inasmuch as the apostolical tradition has been preserved
continuously by those [faithful men] who exist everywhere." — St. Irenaeus, Against
Heresies|11.3.3

"Since therefore we have such proofs, it is not necessary to seek the truth among others
which it is easy to obtain from the Church; since the apostles, like arich man [depositing
his money] in abank, lodged in her hands most copiously all things pertaining to the
truth: so that every man, whosoever will, can draw from her the water of life. For sheis
the entrance to life; all others are thieves and robbers. On this account are we bound to
avoid them, but to make choice of the thing pertaining to the Church with the utmost
diligence, and to lay hold of the tradition of the truth. For how stands the case? Suppose
there arise a dispute relative to some important guestion among us, should we not have
recourse to the most ancient Churches with which the apostles held constant intercourse,
and learn from them what is certain and clear in regard to the present question? For how
should it be if the apostles themsel ves had not left us writings? Would it not be necessary,
[in that case,] to follow the course of the tradition which they handed down to those to
whom they did commit the Churches?' — St. Irenaeus, Against Heresies 111.4.1

"Wherefore it isincumbent to obey the presbyters who are in the Church,—those who, as
| have shown, possess the succession from the apostles; those who, together with the
succession of the episcopate, have received the certain gift of truth, according to the good
pleasure of the Father. But [it is aso incumbent] to hold in suspicion others who depart
from the primitive succession, and assemble themselves together in any place
whatsoever, [looking upon them] either as heretics of perverse minds, or as schismatics
puffed up and self-pleasing, or again as hypocrites, acting thus for the sake of lucre and
vainglory. — St. Irenaeus, Against Heresies 1V.26.2

"The apostles ... went forth into the world and preached the same doctrine of the same
faith to the nations. They then in like manner founded churchesin every city, from which
al the other churches, one after another, derived the tradition of the faith, and the seeds
of doctrine, and are every day deriving them, that they may become churches. Indeed, it
is on this account only that they will be able to deem themselves apostolic, as being the
offspring of apostolic churches. Every sort of thing must necessarily revert to its original
for its classification. Therefore the churches, although they are so many and so great,




comprise but the one primitive church, (founded) by the apostles, from which they all
(spring). Inthisway all are primitive, and all are apostolic, while they are al proved to be
one, in (unbroken) unity, by their peaceful communion, and title of brotherhood, and
bond of hospitality,—privileges which no other rule directs than the one tradition of the
selfsame mystery." — Tertullian, The Prescription of Heretics, 20.

"From this, therefore, do we draw up our rule. Since the Lord Jesus Christ sent the
apostlesto preach, (our ruleis) that no others ought to be received as preachers than those
whom Christ appointed; for "no man knows the Father save the Son, and he to
whomsoever the Son will reveal Him." Nor does the Son seem to have revealed Him to
any other than the apostles, whom He sent forth to preach—that, of course, which He
revealed to them. Now, what that was which they preached—in other words, what it was
which Christ revealed to them—can, as | must here likewise prescribe, properly be
proved in no other way than by those very churches which the apostles founded in
person, by declaring the gospel to them directly themselves, both viva voce, as the phrase
is, and subsequently by their epistles. If, then, these things are so, it isin the same degree
manifest that all doctrine which agrees with the apostolic—those moulds and original
sources of the faith must be reckoned for truth, as undoubtedly containing that which the
(said) churches received from the apostles, the apostles from Christ, Christ from God.
Whereas all doctrine must be prejudged as fal se which savours of contrariety to the truth
of the churches and apostles of Christ and God. It remains, then, that we demonstrate
whether this doctrine of ours, of which we have now given therule, hasitsoriginin the
tradition of the apostles, and whether all other doctrines do not ipso facto proceed from
falsehood. We hold communion with the apostolic churches because our doctrineisin no
respect different fromtheirs. Thisisour witness of truth.” — Tertullian, The Prescription
of Heretics, 21.

"But if there be any (heresies) which are bold enough to plant themselvesin the midst of
the apostolic age, that they may thereby seem to have been handed down by the apostles,
because they existed in the time of the apostles, we can say: Let them produce the
original records of their churches; let them unfold the roll of their bishops, running down
in due succession from the beginning in such a manner that [that first bishop of theirs]
bishop shall be able to show for his ordainer and predecessor some one of the apostles or
of apostolic men,—a man, moreover, who continued steadfast with the apostles. For this
is the manner in which the apostolic churches transmit their registers: as the church of
Smyrna, which records that Polycarp was placed therein by John; as also the church of
Rome, which makes Clement to have been ordained in like manner by Peter. In exactly
the same way the other churches likewise exhibit (their several worthies), whom, as
having been appointed to their episcopal places by apostles, they regard as transmitters of
the apostolic seed. L et the heretics contrive something of the same kind. For after their
blasphemy, what is there that is unlawful for them (to attempt)? But should they even
effect the contrivance, they will not advance a step. For their very doctrine, after
comparison with that of the apostles, will declare, by its own diversity and contrariety,
that it had for its author neither an apostle nor an apostolic man; because, as the apostles
would never have taught things which were self-contradictory, so the apostolic men
would not have inculcated teaching different from the apostles, unless they who received




thelir instruction from the apostles went and preached in a contrary manner. To thistest
therefore will they be submitted for proof by those churches, who, although they derive
not their founder from apostles or apostolic men (as being of much later date, for they are
in fact being founded daily), yet, since they agree in the same faith, they are accounted as
not less apostolic because they are akin in doctrine. Then let all the heresies, when
challenged to these two tests by our apostolic church, offer their proof of how they deem
themselves to be apostolic. But in truth they neither are so, nor are they able to prove
themselves to be what they are not. Nor are they admitted to peaceful relations and
communion by such churches as are in any way connected with apostles, inasmuch as
they are in no sense themselves apostolic because of their diversity asto the mysteries of
thefaith." — Tertullian, The Prescription of Heretics, 32.

"Come now, you who would indulge a better curiosity, if you would apply it to the
business of your salvation, run over the apostolic churches, in which the very thrones of
the apostles are still pre-eminent in their places, in which their own authentic writings are
read, uttering the voice and representing the face of each of them severaly. Achaiais
very near you, (in which) you find Corinth. Since you are not far from Macedonia, you
have Philippi; (and there too) you have the Thessalonians. Since you are able to crossto
Asia, you get Ephesus. Since, moreover, you are close upon Italy, you have Rome, from
which there comes even into our own hands the very authority (of apostles themselves).
How happy isits church, on which apostles poured forth all their doctrine along with
their blood! where Peter endures apassion like his Lord'sl where Paul wins hiscrownin
adeath like John's where the Apostle John was first plunged, unhurt, into boiling oil, and
thence remitted to hisisland-exile!" — Tertullian, The Prescription of Heretics, 36.

"Sincethisisthe case, in order that the truth may be adjudged to belong to us, "as many
aswalk according to the rule," which the church has handed down from the apostles, the
apostles from Christ, and Christ from God, the reason of our position is clear, when it
determines that heretics ought not to be allowed to challenge an appeal to the Scriptures,
since we, without the Scriptures, prove that they have nothing to do with the Scriptures.
For asthey are heretics, they cannot be true Christians, because it is not from Christ that
they get that which they pursue of their own mere choice, and from the pursuit incur and
admit the name of heretics. Thus, not being Christians, they have acquired no right to the
Christian Scriptures; and it may be very fairly said to them, "Who are you? When and
whence did you come? As you are none of mine, what have you to do with that which is
mine? Indeed, Marcion, by what right do you hew my wood? By whose permission,
Valentinus, are you diverting the streams of my fountain? By what power, Apelles, are
you removing my landmarks? Thisis my property. Why are you, the rest, sowing and
feeding here at your own pleasure? This (I say) ismy property. | have long possessed it; |
possessed it before you. | hold sure title-deeds from the original owners themselves, to
whom the estate belonged. | am the heir of the apostles. Just as they carefully prepared
their will and testament, and committed it to a trust, and adjured (the trustees to be
faithful to their charge), even so do | hold it. Asfor you, they have, it is certain, aways
held you as disinherited, and rejected you as strangers—as enemies.” — Tertullian, The
Prescription of Heretics, 37.




"On the whole, then, if that is evidently more true which is earlier, if that is earlier which
isfrom the very beginning, if that is from the beginning which has the apostles for its
authors, then it will certainly be quite as evident, that that comes down from the apostles,
which has been kept as a sacred deposit in the churches of the apostles. L et us see what
milk the Corinthians drank from Paul; to what rule of faith the Galatians were brought for
correction; what the Philippians, the Thessalonians, the Ephesians read by it; what
utterance also the Romans give, so very near (to the apostles), to whom Peter and Paul
conjointly bequeathed the gospel even sealed with their own blood. We have also .
John's foster churches. For athough Marcion rejects his Apocalypse, the order of the
bishops (thereof), when traced up to their origin, will yet rest on John astheir author. In
the same manner is recognised the excellent source of the other churches. | say, therefore,
that in them (and not simply such of them as were founded by apostles, but in all those
which are united with them in the fellowship of the mystery of the gospel of Christ) that
Gospel of Luke which we are defending with all our might has stood its ground from its
very first publication; whereas Marcion's Gospel is not known to most people, and to
none whatever isit known without being at the same time condemned. It too, of course,
has its churches, but specially its own—as late as they are spurious; and should you want
to know their original, you will more easily discover apostasy in it than apostolicity, with
Marcion forsooth as their founder, or some one of Marcion's swarm. Even wasps make
combs; so a'so these Marcionites make churches. The same authority of the apostolic
churches will afford evidence to the other Gospels also, which we possess equally
through their means, and according to their usage—I mean the Gospels of John and
Matthew—while that which Mark published may be affirmed to be Peter's whose
interpreter Mark was. For even Luke's form of the Gospel men usually ascribe to Paul.”

— Tertullian, Against Marcion, 1V.5

"For in the Catholic Church, not to speak of the purest wisdom, to the knowledge of
which afew spiritua men attain in thislife, so asto know it, in the scantiest measure,
indeed, because they are but men, still without any uncertainty (since the rest of the
multitude derive their entire security not from acuteness of intellect, but from simplicity
of faith,)—not to speak of this wisdom, which you do not believe to be in the Catholic
Church, there are many other things which most justly keep me in her bosom. The
consent of peoples and nations keeps me in the Church; so does her authority,
inaugurated by miracles, nourished by hope, enlarged by love, established by age. The
succession of priests keeps me, beginning from the very seat of the Apostle Peter, to
whom the L ord, after His resurrection, gave it in charge to feed His sheep, down to the
present episcopate. And so, lastly, does the name itself of Catholic, which, not without
reason, amid so many heresies, the Church has thus retained; so that, though all heretics
wish to be called Catholics, yet when a stranger asks where the Catholic Church meets,
no heretic will venture to point to his own chapel or house. Such then in number and
importance are the precious ties belonging to the Christian name which keep abeliever in
the Catholic Church, asit isright they should, though from the slowness of our
understanding, or the small attainment of our life, the truth may not yet fully disclose
itself.” — St. Augustine, Against the Epistle of Manichaeus Called Fundamental, 4.




