LARAMIE COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE
COURSE NUMBER/TITLE:  First Year French I (French 1010 Section 01)
TIME/ROOM:     Mon.-Thurs. 8:00 a.m. -8:50 a.m.         Room: FA 147                                                                      

INSTRUCTOR:  M. Wayne Edwards

OFFICE/TELEPHONE: FA 110
 (307) 778-1120   (*Listen and then press 9)
EMAIL:  Please use WebCT internal e-mail.
OFFICE HOURS: Via Scheduled Appointment
	COURSE DESCRIPTION:  In this introductory course, students incorporate basic grammatical structures into the context of conversation, listening comprehension, composition, and reading in order to communicate in real situations.  Students also gain an understanding and appreciation of the French speaking culture.  This is a fast paced course and requires students to keep up with their work.  Students who may have attendance issues or need a slower paced class may want to attend Community Education French classes. 



	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS REQUIRED:
 

Textbook:    
Entre amis; fifth edition, by Michael D. Oates & Larbi Oukada.
Others:       

Entre amis’s students activities manual (SAM), student in-text audio CDs, SAM audio CDs (lab audio CDs), student CD-ROM (video & interactive practice), student companion website (http://college.hmco.com/languages/french/oates/entre_amis/5e/students/index.html) WebCT are required.  French-English dictionary highly recommended. 

 

	COURSE OBJECTIVES:  During the semester we will study Chapters (Chapters) 1-5 from the Entre amis French program.  After completing this course, the student should be able to communicate in French, in both oral and in written form.  Each student will be able to speak about him/herself in diverse situations, exchange greetings, give personal information, describe people, express needs, tell time, and describe family relationships.  Students should be able to talk about past experiences using French past tenses as well.   The student should be able to read and understand basic prose, and have an understanding of basic French grammar including word formation, present and past verb conjugations, and idiomatic expressions and recognize cognates.  The student will also gain an appreciation of various cultural aspects of the French speaking world.


	ATTENDANCE POLICY:  Daily attendance is mandatory.  For successful learning of a foreign language, students need to receive daily input in order to understand and benefit from the oral drills and practice done in class.  The French program does not distinguish between excused or unexcused absences.  If the student must be absent from class, they are responsible for informing the professor about any absence.  Classes will begin à l’heure (on time), thus punctuality is required.  Any student entering the class over 10 minutes late will be considered absent.  A student must remain in class the entire period to be considered present.  The student's participation is worth 5 daily points.  (See the GRADING section for more information).  In addition to the grading system, absences will reduce the student's final grade and may result in automatic failure of the course in the following manner:  

 

Number of absences
Effect on the student's final grade.
             1-9
(no effect)

             10-13

(lowers one letter grade)

            14-16

(lowers two letter grades)

           Over 16 

(lowers three letter grades or F)

 

*Please Note:  Students who simply stop attending class will not be dropped by the instructor.  They will fail the course unless they complete the drop form THEMSELVES by the drop date.  See the semester catalog for more details on "drop dates".

 

**In case of closures due to weather conditions, students will follow the order of activities outlined in the student's tentative daily schedule when class resumes.  Preparation for class is a must.  Instructors reserve the right to change both the dates and the content of the course according to need.

 

	GRADING:  The grading system will be based on the following percentage system:

 

Of Total points:
Grade
Important:
90% - 100%

A

*Previously mentioned attendance policy will always be considered before any of these grades can be awarded.

80% - 89%

B

70% - 79%

C

60% - 69%

D

      0% - 59%

F

 

 

Though homework will not always be handed in, diligence to the current Plan d’instruction is required.  If a student does homework regularly, studying for the quizzes and tests becomes more of a simple review.  It is very possible to get a B on the final and a B on the midterm and receive a D or F for the course because of not submitting homework, poor homework scores, and/or absences.
Instructor reserve the right to change this grading system according to need.


	CHAPTER EXAMS, MID-TERM AND FINAL EXAMS (EVALUATION):
All testing done during the course of the semester may include components assessing written and/or oral proficiency.  Instructors reserve the right to put tests on WebCT if a location (such as the new Foreign Language Lab) is available to take computer tests in the presence of the instructor.  Time to take quizzes or tests will be limited by the class time or college policy.  The instructor(s) reserves the right to set appropriate time limits in order to restrict use of textbooks and other materials during the taking of the test.  This doesn’t mean students get to choose their method of test taking.  If a student has to miss a quiz/test or any other evaluation, please NOTIFYING THE INSTRUCTOR BY PHONE BEFORE THE EXAM TIME.  A student will receive a zero for any exam missed without contacting the instructor.  It is students’ responsibility to make arrangements to make up an exam before the exam day, and all exams must be made up within one week.  NO EXCEPTIONS! 

Tests may included any or all of the following:
· Chapter Exams 

· Pop quizzes

· Mid-term Exams
· Comprehensive Oral Exam
· Comprehensive Final Exam

Note: Though the instructor will be more likely to include material that was specifically covered in the classroom, any material in the assigned study of the text via the plan d’instruction can be incorporated into any test or quizzes, regardless of instructor's use in class. 


	PLAN D’INSTRUCTION: 
While being a masterpiece of human organization, the Plan d’instruction is tentative.  Being flexible is key.  The instructor will, of course, provide updates to keep students current.


	HOMEWORK:
Homework is assigned to introduce concepts or reinforce those already learned.  As stated above, daily, at home study is required as directed in the plan d’instruction and should be completed before coming to class in order to fully participate in class.  STUDENTS MAY NOT COMPLETE HOMEWORK DURING CLASS and may loose participation points if found doing so.  

Homework assignments may include:

· Student Activities Manual (SAM): Cahier de travail in French, this will be a valuable tool for receiving additional reading/written practice.  Though each chapter’s exercises will be due the day of the chapter exam, it is recommended that students stay current by completing exercises relative to material being covered in class.  Students will be able to correct their work using the answer keys available on their WebCT course website and should write the correct answer in another color—not erasing the first answer—as needed.  (Some exercises may not have answer keys posted on WebCT.)  All of student’s exercises will be graded for completeness with one or more being graded at random for correctness.  Additional points may be added for students who show corrections made by using WebCT.
· Student CD-ROM: Students will be required to complete CD activities, then print and turn in progress reports (when relevant to the exercise) on the day of the chapter exam.  Students’ name, date & section number will also need to be included on progress reports.  
· Foreign Language Lab Attendance: Students are required to spend one hour per chapter in the Foreign Language Lab (IRC 402) after turning in a completed foreign language lab form.  Attendance should occur during the specific lesson covered, i.e. going to the lab for a chapter already completed will not earn a student credit.  The instructor will inform the class when the schedule for the Foreign Language Lab is available. 
· Other Assignments: The instructor may require other activities or assignments not covered herein in order to enhance student learning and retention.  

Students are also encouraged to work together in groups outside of class.

NOTE: NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED.  All homework is due at the beginning of class as dictated by the plan d’instruction.  ONLY in the case of an absence may work be turned in at a later date and even then it must be submitted by 9AM the following day.



	IN CLASS PARTICIPATION AND ASSIGNMENTS:

Class time itself, therefore, will consist of oral practice of the French language and specific questions over the material.  Please DON'T come to class expecting to have book grammar and vocabulary explanations restated in class.  Further help can be obtained by visiting the instructor during office hours, calling or sending an e-mail through WebCT.  In class activities may include:

· Daily Participation: Students will receive points for being both present and participating in class activities.  This daily grade will be based on students’ attitude, interaction, and preparedness, and in total, daily participation grades are worth more than a test grade.
In learning a foreign language, speaking is crucial. A student’s effort to speak in French will be measured during class almost more than their ability to do so.  It is the instructor’s desire to minimize English speaking in class, except where it is obviously needed, thus speaking in English during French speaking activities can result in a lower daily participation grade.  
Remember: Being absent or doing homework in class can also reduce one’s daily participation grade.   
· BAC: Each student will sign up for specific dates on which they will participate in BAC (Bienvenue, Annonces, Culture).  At the beginning of each class, the student who signed up for that day will:
1 Welcome fellow students to class in French (Bienvenue, Bonjour, etc.)
2 Announce any activities going on around campus or Cheyenne that they know about and ask other students if they know of anything as well.
3 Give a brief presentation over an aspect of French/Francophone culture: a song, a picture, and object, a book, current events, a video clip, etc.  Presentations must also be specifically about French culture and not something as casual as a personal picture or story, UNLESS the student explains a culture aspect in the process.  Students should check with their instructor about any questions prior to the day of their assigned BAC.
Factors that could reduce a BAC score include over use of English,  multiple days 

NOTE: If a student is uncertain about what to do for a BAC, he/she is welcome to consult the instructor ahead of time for ideas or visit WebCT.


	STUDENT RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES:  
Students are expected to review and comply with the student rights and responsibilities as outlined in the LCCC Student Handbook.  The Student Handbook is available online at www.lccc.wy.edu/stu_life/shcontent.asp.  Hard copies of the Student Handbook can be obtained in the Student Life Office.



	ADA POLICY: Students with documented disabilities needing educational accommodations should contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) each semester in EEC 222/223 or contact Lisa at (307) 778-1359 or LDignan@lccc.wy.edu. No accommodations will be provided by the instructor without approval from the DRC.



	AUDIT POLICY:  Students auditing the class are expected to follow the same guidelines for attendance as those taking for credit.



	MISCELLANEOUS:
· Tutoring:  Academic tutoring and resources are available to current LCCC students in the Student Success Center located in CCC 328.  Call 778-4315 for information on this free service.

· Hats:  As a matter of courtesy please remove hats during class.  

· Cell Phones: All cell phones brought to class must be off or on silent.  Please also resist the urge to answer or send text messages during class.

· Guests/Visitors to class: Prior arrangements will be made with the instructor about any guest/visitor a student wishes to bring to class.


	TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE: 
As with any new and developing program, the French program is under more than a little construction.  Flexibility is the key as updates will be coming.
Your Instructor: Wayne Edwards








