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* | Eternal life <behold* the world

o History, 1832

truth therefore | cried unto the Lord for mercy for there was
none else to whom [ could go and e obtain mercy and the Lord
heard my cry in the wilderne<ss and while in <the» attitude of
calling upon the Lord <in the 16th year of my ages a piller of firs
light ahave the brightness of the sun at noon day come down from
above and rested upon me and 1 was filled with the spirit of god
and the <Lord» opened the heavens upon me and 1 saw the Lord
and fie spake unto me saying Joseph ¢my son® thy sins are
forgiven thee. go thy <way» walk in my statutes and kesp my
commandments behold T am the Lord of glory 1 was crucifyed for
the world that all those who believe on my name may have

at this time and
none doeth good no not one they have turned asside from the
gospel and keep not <my» commandments they draw near to me
with their lips while their hearts are far from me and mine anger
is kindling against the inhabitarits of the earth to visit them
acording to the]ir ungodliness and to bring to pass that which
¢thath? been spoken by the mouth of the prophe-ts and
Ap[o]stles behold and lo [ come quickly as it [is] wr=itten of me
in the cloud <clothed® in the glory of my Father and my soul was
filled with love and for many days 1 could rejoice with great Joy
and the Lord was with me but [1] could find none that would

believe the hevoly vision nevertheless [ ponderéd these things in
~my heart abeui-that-time-mymotherand but after many days

[p. 3] fell ints transgression and sinned in many things which
brought 2 wound upon my soul and there were many things which
transpired that eannot be writen and my Fachers family have
suffered many persicutions and afflictions and it came to pass when

" | was seventeen years of age | called again upon the Lord and he

shewed unto me a heavenly vision for behold an angel of the Lord
canve and stood before me and it was by night called me by

narme and he said the Lord had forgiven me my sins and he revealed
unto me that in the Town of Manchester Ontario County MY,

there was of gold upon which there was engravings which
iﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁ%?ngnﬂgﬁm

God in ancient days and depasited by the commandments of God
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and kept by the power thereof and that I should go and get them

and he revealed unto me many things concerning the inhabitants

of of the earth which since have been revealed in comemandments

& revelations and it was on the 22d day of Sept. AD 1822 and thus ..\\
he sppeared unto me three times in one night and once on the next

day and then [ immediarely went to the place and found where the
plates was deposited as the angel of the Lord had commanded me

and straightway made three attempts to get them and then being
excedingly frightened [ supposed it had been a dreem of Vision bur
when [ considred [ knew that it was not therefore [ eried unto the

Lord in the agony of my soul why can [ not ebtain them behold the
angel appeared unto me again and said unto me you have not kept

the commandments of the Lord which | pave unre you therefore

you cannot now cbtain them for the time is not yer fulfilled

therefore thou wast left unto temptation that thou mightest be

made acquainted with the power of the advisary therefore repent

and call on the Lord thou shalt be forgiven and in his own due time
thou shalt obtain them [p. 4] for now | had been tempred of the
advisary and saught the Plates to obain riches and kept not the
commandment %mﬁ I should have an eye single to the glory of God
therefore [ was chastened and saughr diligently to obtain the plates

and obrained them not untill | was twenty one years of age and in
this year I was married to Emma Ha &* Daughter of lsaach Hale?
whao lived in Harmony Susquehana County Pensylvania on the
18th [of] January AD. 1827, on the 22d day of Sept of this same
year | oh=tained the plates and she in December following we
mooved to Susquehana by the assistence of 2 man by the name of
Martin Haris" who became convinced of the visions and gave me
ity Lollars to bare my expences and because of his faith and this
rightheous deed the Lord appeared unto him in a vision and shewed
unto him his marvilous work which he was about to do and <he»
imediately came to Su[s]quehanna and said the Lord had shown
him that he must go to new York City with some of the
e¢haracters so we proceeded to coppy some of them and he took
15 Journy to ittys " and to the Learned <saying>

read this [ pray thee and the learned said I cannot but if he
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] me and Lsaw the Lord and he spake unto me saying [eighth lne] Jeseph <my Son> thy sins -

thire lne} -ss and while i <the> ef€hude of calfing Lpon the Lord <in e 160 year of my age> a piler of [fourth line] fre ight above the brigh
wess of the sun at noon day [fth ine] come down from above and rested upon' me and | was filid [sidh line] with the spirit of God and the
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Diary, November 9, [835 75

hair is long and considerably silvered with age [p. 22] [ should
think he is about 50 or 55 years old, tall and strait slender buile of
thin visage blue eyes, and fair com=plexion, he wears a sea green
frock coat, & pantaloons of the same, black fur hat with narrow
brim, and while speaking frequently shuts his eyes with a seowl on
his countinance: | made some enquiry after his name bur received
no definite answer; we soon comm-enced talking upan the subject
of religion and af=ter | had made some remarks concemning the
~ bible | commernced giving him a relation of the circum=stances
connected with the coming forth of the book of Mormon, as
follows—being wrought up in my mind, respecting the subject of
religion and looking ar the different systems taughe the children of
men, | knew nor who was right ar who was wrong end | considered
it of the first importance that | should be righe, in matters thar
involve eternal consequfe|nces; being thus perplexed in mind [
retired to the silent grove and bow[e)d down before the Lord, wnder
a realising sense that he had said (if the bible be true) ask and you
shall receive knock and it shall be opened seek and you shall find
and again, if any man lack wisdom let him ask of God who giveth
to all men likar=ally and upbradeth not; information was what |
most desired at this time, and with a fixed determination to obain
it, [ called upen the Lard for the first time, in the place above
stated or in other words [ made a fruitless attempt to plrlay, my
toung seemed to be swolen in my mauth, so thar | could not uteer, |
heard a noise behind me like some person walking towards me, 1
strove again to pray, but could not, the noise of walking seem=ed
to draw nearer, [ sprung up on my feet, erd [p. 23] and looked
around, but saw no person or thing that was caleulated to produce
the noise of wal=king, | kneeled again my mouth was opened and
my toung liberated, and | called on the Lord in mighty prayer, a
pillar of fire appeared above my head, it presently rested down upon
me keed, and filled me with Joy unspeakable, a personage appeard
in the midst of this pillar of lame which was spread all around, and
yet nothing consumed, another personage soon appeard like unto
the firse, he said uneo me thy sins are Emm:__nﬂ thee, he testifyed
unite me that Jesus Christ is the Son of God; <and | saw many
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angels in this vision?* [ was abour 14 years old when | received this
fitsr commumnication; When [ was mﬂﬁkﬁ 17 years old | saw another

vision of angels in the night season after 1 had retired to bed | had
ot a sleep, wiens but was me=ditating upon my past life and
experience, | was verry concious that 1 had not kept the
commandrments, and [ repented hartily for all my sins and
transgression, and humbled myself before Him ¢whose eyes are over
all things», all at once the room was luminated above the
brightriess of the sun an angel appeared before me, his hands and
feet were naked pure and white, and he stocd between the floors of
the room, clothed with in purity inexpressible, he said unto me |
am a messenger sent from God, be faithful and keep his
commandments in all things, he told me of a sacred record which
was written on plates of gold, | saw in the vision the place where
they were deposited, he said the Indians were the liceral
descendants of Abraham he explained many things of the
prophesies to [p. 14] me, one [ will mention which is eds in
Malachi 4 chapt. behold the day of the Lord cometh Sc. also chat
the Urim and Thumim, was hid up with the record, and that God
would give me powre to translate it, with the assistance of this
instrument he then gradually vanished out of my sight, or the
vision closed, while meditating on what I had seen, the angel
appeard to me again and related the same things and much more,
also the third time bearing the same tidings, and dep=arted; during
the time | was in this vision [ did not realize any thing else around
me except what was shown me in this communication: after the
vision had all passed, [ found that it was nearly day-light, the
family soon arose, I gor up alsoi—on that day while in the field ac
work with my Father he asked me if | was sick [ replyed, [ had but
litele strenghe, he told me to go to the house, [ started and went
part way and was finally deprived deprived of my stren=gth and fell
but how leng [ remained [ do not know; the Angel came to me
again and comm=anded me to go and tell my Father, what [ had
seen and heard, [ did so, he wept and told me chat it was a vision
from God to attend to it | went and found the place, where the
plates were, according to the direction of the Angel, also saw
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me for the benefie of my people, therefore this shall be his calling
until | shall order it otherwise in my wisdom and it shall be said of
him in a time to come, behold Warren the Lords Scribe, for the
Lords Seer whom he hath appointed in Israel: Therefore <if he
will* keep my commandments he shall be lifted up ar the last day,
even so Amen

A Gentleman called this after noon by the name of Erastus
Holmes of Newbury Clemon [Clermont] Co. Ohio, he called to
make enquiry about the establish=ment of the church of the
latter=day Saints and to be instrucred more perfectly in our
docrrine &e | commenced and gave him a brief relation of my
experience while in my [p. 36] juvenile years, say from 6 years old
up to the time | received the hrst visication of Angels which was
when | was about 14, years old and also the the visitations thae [
received afterward, conceming the book of Mormon, and a short
account of the rise and progress of the church, up to this, date he
listened verry attentively and seemed highly gratified, and intends
to unite with the Church he is 2 verry candid man indeed and | am
much pleased with him.

On Sabath moming the 15th [Movember 1835] he went with
me to meeting, which was held in the Sch=ool-house on account
of the Chappel not being finished plastering. President Rigdon
prea=ched on the subject of men's being called to preach the gospel
and their qualifications &c we had a ine discourse it was verry
inceresting indeed. Mr. Holmes was well satished, he came home
with me and dined.

Said Holmes has been a member of the Methodist Church, and
was excommunicated for receiving, the Elders of the church of the
latcer-day Saints into his house

Went to meeting in the afterno[o]n, before part=aking of the
sacrament lsazc Hills case was agitated again, and settled after
much controversy, and he retained in the church by making an
humble acknowled{glement before the church, and concenting to
have his confession published in the Messenger and advocate, after
which the ordinance of the Lord('s] m_..._ﬂ_m_n- was administered, and

MORMONISM—THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS

presented the characters which had been translated, with the transbation
thereof, to_Professor Charles Anthen, a gentleman celebrated for his lit-
erary attainments. Professor Anthon stated that the translation was correct,
more so than any he had before seen translated from the Egyprian. [ then
showed him those which were not yet translated, and he said that they were
tian, Chaldaic, Assyriac, and Arabic; and he said they were true char-
ion 2, verses 62, 63, 64),

According to Joseph Smith then, Martin Harris, his colleague, obtained
from the learned Professor Charles Anthon of Columbia University a vali-
dation of Smith's translation of the reformed Egyptian hieroglyphic char-
acters found on the plates which Moreni made available o him. The diff-
culty with Smith's statement is that Professor Anthon never said any such
thing, and fortunately he went on record in a2 lengihy leier o Mr, E. L.
Howe, a contemporary of Joseph Smith who did one of the most thorough
obs of research on the Mormon prophet and the origins of Mormonism
extant. Howe has never been refluted, and because of this he is feared and
hated by Mormon historians and not a few contemporary Mormons,

Upon learning of Smith's claim concerning Professor Anthon, Mr. Howe
wrote him at Columbia. Professor Anthon's letter reproduced here from
Howe's own collection is a classic piece of evidence the Mormons would like
very much to see forgotten.

New Vork, MY, Feb. 17, Hh
Mr. E.). Howe
Fainseville, Ohio
Dear Sir:

| received this morning your favor of the 9th instant, and lose no me in making
a reply. The whole story about my having pronounced the Mormaonite inseription to
be * ian hieroglyphics” & 4 Some years ago, & plain, and
apparently simplehearted farmer, called upon me with a note from Dr. Micchell of
our city, now deceased, requesting me o decipher, il possible, a per, which the
farmer would hand me, and which Dr. Mitchell confessed he had been unable to
understand. Upon examining the r in question, | soon came 1o the conclusion
that if was all a drick, perkaps ”_wn.ﬂ. ﬂ__ﬁ_n 1 asked the person, who brought it, how he
obtained the writing, he gave me, as far as 1 can now recollect, the following account:
A"gold book,” consisting of a number of plates of gold, fastened wgether in the shape
of a book by wires of the same metal, had been dug up in the northern part of the
state of New York, and along with the book an enormous pair of “gold spectacles™
These speciacles were so large, that, if a person auempted to look through them, his
two eyes would have 1o be turned towards one of the glasses merely, the spectacles in
question being altogether too large for the breadth of the human face. Whoever
examined the plates through the spectacles, was enabled not only to read them, but
fully to understand their meaning. All this knowledge, however, was confined at the
time 0 a young man, who had the trunk containing the book and spectacles in his
sole possession, This young man was placed behind a curtain, in the garret of a farm
house, and, being thus concealed from view, put on the spectacles occasionally, or
rather, léoked through one of the glasses, deciphered the characters in the book, and,
having committed some of them to 1, handed copies from behind the curtain, to
those whio s on the outside. Mot a » however, was said about the plates having
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been deciphered “by the gift of God.” Everpthing, in this way, was effected by the
large pair of spectacles, The farmer added, that he had been requested o contnbute
a sum of money towards the publication of the “golden book.” the contents of which
would, as he had been assured, produce an entire change in the world and save ot
from ruin. So urgent had been these solicitations, that he intended selling his farm
amd E....&...N over the amount received wo those who wished 1o m:_-uz__-.__ the ﬂ__u.___.._- Ax
i last precautionary step, however, he had resalved to come to Mew York, and obiain
the opinion of the learned about the meaning of the paper which he brought with
him, and which had been given him as a part of the contents of the book, o :._n__._m#
na translation had been furnished at the time by the young man with the spectacles.
Chi hearing thiz odd slory, J changed my ofinion aboul e poper, and, inslead of menamg it any
lenger g3 o hoax when the learned, [ began to regard it as a part of a scheme to cheat the farmer
of hiz money, and I romenemicaled wmy suspicions o his, warning bim lo beware of rogues. He
requested an opinion from me in writing, which of course [ dechined giving, and he
then took his leave carrying the paper with him, This paper wai in foct o singular sorawl,
i consisted of olf kinds of crooked characters disposed in coliwrns, and hod ﬂ...u.wﬂW bren
prepared by soons periom whe hed before him al the e 2 book ronfminmg vario al £,
Cireek and Hebrew [eler, crosser and [Tourishes, Raman riters mueried or ploced mdruys, were
arvarged in perpendicielor cofumms, and the uhale mded in g nude delineation of @ circle,
thiuded srfo vinieuws comprartments, derkad with verious slramge marks, and n._._.__.__anm__ _.&u.__-u.
afTer the Medran Cil roem by Fumbold, bl copeed in ruch a oy ar net ta Betray e
sourer whence i was _..h__ﬂ...ﬁwﬂ_ am thus particular as t the contents of the paper, inas-
much as I have frequently conversed with my friends on the subject, since the Mor-
monite excitement began, and well remember that the contained anphing oo e
“E e H " Some tmie afier, the same farmer pasd me a second visin. He
brought with him the golden book in print, and offered it 1o me lor sale. | declined
purchasing. He then asked permission to leave the book with me for examination. 1
declined receiving it, although his manner was strangely urgent. | adverisd once maore
to the roguery which had been in my opinion practced upon him, and asked him
what had become of the gold plates. He informed me that they were in a trunk with
Lthe large pair of spectacles. | advised him w go 1o a magistrate and have the trunk
examined, He said the "curse of God" would come upon him should he do this. On
my pressing him, however, wo pursue the course which [ had recommended, he 1old
me Lthat he would open the trunk, if | would ke the “curse of God™ upon myself. [
Eq_zmun_ that I would do so with the greatest willingness, and would incur every risk
of that nature, provided | could only extricate him from the grasp of the rogues. He
then left me.

I have thus given you a full statement of all that 1 know respecting the origin of
Mormonism, and must beg you, as a personal favor, w publish this lenter immediaely,
should you find my name mentioned again by these wretched fanatics.

: Your respectiully,
Charles Anthon, LL.D.
Columbia University.

Professor Anthon's letter is bath revealing and devastating where Smith's
and Harris® veracity are concerned. We might also raise the question as (o
how Professor Anthon could say that the characters shown to him by Martin
Harris and authorized by Joseph Smith as pant of the material copied from
the revelation of the Book of Mermon were “Egyptian, Chaldaic, Assyriac, and
Arabic" when the Book of Mermon itsell declares that the characters were
“reformed Egyptian,” the language of the Nephites. Since the language af
T Mormon was known 1o “none other people,” how would it be
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fo kisn that iz mol lagrnad, saying, Read this, I pruy thes © and he saith, "¥%70
J am not lsarned.™ & 2 ' .

- {Varses I and 12.) No man could resd it, but God gave to an un-
lewrned boy the gilt

it.

samer 1n whivh the Book of
' u_"t.m_ﬂ_...ﬂ." b B

FE
it
" EHEL 1 TEpas ]
‘then 1t ppear, and another
omld Bppear. 5 the Book of Mormon was
‘power of God, and not by !_w power of man,
The charscters [ speak of: are “the engravin

from which- the book. was translated: 2y Wera en
the hand of ‘s hely prophet of Ged whose name was Mormon, who li
‘upon thisland four hundred years after Christ. Mormon’s son, Moroni,
uﬁwiimﬁ.um the destruction of his brethren; the Nephites, who were
& whita rdos — they being destroyed by the Lamanites (Indisng) — de-
podited tha golded plates in the ground, sccording to a command of God.
An'angel of the Lord directed Hrother Joseph to them. - Thas language
of Ema iphites is ealléd the _...u_lmnnmqn ﬁﬂn! 1 B .
will ‘give you the preface to of on, written b
‘Moroni, | translsted in the same manner s the Book wae translated.

- ‘PREFACE.

AN ADCOUNT WRITTEX BY THE HAND OF MORMON UPON PLATES TAKEN
. - FROM THE FLATES OF NEPHL

..q.._.m_._E_..w__nHm. it is &n -Fi_nm.aﬂmwwn_ﬁ tha record of the pacple of Nephi, -

wnd wlso of the Lamanites ; written to the Lamanites; who area rem-

nant of the hoise of Israal; snd also to Jew sod Gentils ; written by way

of ‘commandment, and alsg by the Spirit of EH___.Ew.p-Hn of revalation,
Writteri -and sealsd up, and hid Wrm_ nnto the that they might not
be destroyed ; to come forth by the ﬂ.”-unm power of {Fod onto in-
terpretation thereof ; sealed by the d of Moroni, and hid op unto

the Lord, to come forth in -due time by the way of Gentile; the inter-

pretation-thereof by the gift of God.

.+ % An ahridgement taken from the Book of Ether: also, whith is &
reeord of the people of Jared ; who were scattered at the time the Lopd
eorifonnded lan af the ﬂ”ﬁ_mh when they were building s towér
to gof to hoaven: w is to ahow uhto the remmnant of tha honza of

Larael what great things the Lord hath dené for their fathers; and that

théy may know the covenants of the Lord, that they sre nob’cast off

fors'var; and also to the convineing of the Jew and Gentils that Jesus is

‘the Chiist, the Kternal God, manifesting himsslf unto . all mations.
. 19

money by some means outside of him, and not let him have anything 1w
do with the publication of the Book, or recsiving eny of the profita
thereod ﬁ-bﬂ profits should acerues He was wrong in thus W_____..._.mmnm.m
Bro, Martin, beasuse he was doing all he conld toward selling his 1

Brother Hyrum said it had Em%sm to him that eoma of the
brethren might go to Toronto, o, and sell the copy-right of the
Book of Mormon for considersble money: and he mEu:mM_wm Josaph to
inquire of the Lord about it. Joseph concluded to doso. He nut
Foi grvon up the etone. - Josaph looked into the hat in which he plneed

the slone, and recelved n Fevelnbion Ehat some of the Drethren shoul

; OS8R Was Qb -.n_-u__. jaiky
was there also, and nm an eye witness to thess fucts, Jacob TWhitmer
and John Whitmer were also present when Hiram Page and Oliver Cow-
dery returned from Canada.  Well, we were all In grest trouble; und
we nsked Joseph how it was that he hnd received a revelation from the
Lord for some brethren to go to Loronto nnd sell Uhe copy-righE, and tha
Trethren had utterly foiled in their undertaking. Joseph did not know
how it wus, so the Lord about it, and behold the follow-
ing revelation came through the sfone: “Sowe repelalions ars of Fod:

aLzh
.

m 0] ‘embion -right was
not of  God, but was of the devil or of tlis hewrt of nan, heeas s mam
enquires of the Lord concerning a matter, 1’ he 18 deceived by his own
enrnal desires,-and s in ervor, he will receive an answer according to his
erring heart, but it will not be o revelation from the Lord.  Thus was a
lesson for our benefit and we should have profiled by it in foture more
then we did. Without much lanation you can see the ermor of
Hyrum Bmith in thinking evil hﬂn!ﬂn Harris withont a canee, and
mﬁhﬂ% to leave hiem gut in the publication of the Book ; and also the
arror of Brother Josaph in listening to the nastons of men and enguoir-
1

] EaR Ty loronto to gall the ¢opy=
wwﬂ ol the DOooE of E_H_.Em r
i WL ¥ Thin TILLER

TEY.
ﬂmﬁﬂ.ﬂq this matter brethren ; it is very important. Farther on
1 will give you references of seripture on this peint, showing that thia s
Ged’s way of denling with His people. Now is it wisdom to put
trust in Jossph Smith, and believe all his revelations in the Wnﬂ.:uh
I .__.Eﬂ ope who does nob desire to be of
ul, or of Apollos, or of Joseph, but desires to be of Clhrasd will eay
that it iz nod wisdom to put our trust in him and belisve his revelations
a8 if from God's own mouth ! I will say here, that I conld tell
h'Hs -ﬂﬂﬂw#.ﬁﬂﬂ. *-H-.F il Brothe ceapll &8 OO
L] TET TE E LR

tions wers never printed. ‘The revelat _m.d [

wper, but was never printed. When Brother h vas hnmble

he had the Bpirit of God with him ; but when he was not humble he did
A




not have the Spirit.  Brother Joseph gave many true prophesies when he
ore God :* but *rmﬂwmp,n no more than many of the other

brethren did her Joseph's trua agies wore almost all publ
but those of the DA S
MAany Who guve great prophesies w came to pass. I will name a

fow : thers Ziba Peterson, Hirsm Page, Oliver owdery, Parley €.
Pratt, Orson Pratt, Peter Whitmaer, Christisn Whitmer, John Whit-
mer, myzalf and many others had the mun_ of hegy. Hiram Hﬁ
propheated a few daye before the stars fell in November, 1833, that
gtars wonld fall from heaven and frighten many peopla. = This ¥
wod given in my presence. I could give yon many instances of tros
prophesies which camis throngh the above named brethren, but I desire
to be bried. I could also tell.yon of some false prophasies which some of
them gave, when Fmﬂ were ot living hnmhls,

the translation of the Book of Mornion was finished, early in

9 r

ore » A 058 vz tho stone to Oliver
Cow and me s as the nE Tia was Emm with If,
B il not mee the stons sny more. He said ho was t rough the

work that God had given him .,.Hm.m.:w to perform, excopt to preach the

L. He told ns that we would all have to depéud on the Haly Ghost
mnﬂnﬂmq to be gunided'into truth and obtain the will of the . Tha
revelations after this camé throngh Joseph as * month icce : * that is, ke
Wolla enquire o LO& LAOTU, PTRY ANd BEX CoOGOTDINE & makkar, and spemic
out the revelafion, which Le thought to.ba & revelation ITom p Lord ;
S0k eomelimes ho Wad misilken about it being the word of the Lord.
0 wWa DkVe BeEN,; sGmE revolREIONE wre O oLl and e0ma wre nao f this

o remenibor This ek, ;
HnnHu June, 1829, the Lord culled Oliver Clowdery, Martin Harris,  and
myself a5 the three witnesses, to behold the vision of the Angel, as re-
corded 1o the Tore 8 Book of Mormon, and to besr testimony to
tha world that the Book of Mormon is true. | was Lo mﬂ to F
CRELIT L MIEOn ol Brobhio el amith amy farflier than his
work R.#E&nﬂﬁaﬂﬁ Book of Marmon, ss you can seo by resding the
testimony of us thrbe witnesses,

In this month I was baptized, confirmed, ond ordained an Eler in
the Church of Christ by Bro. Joseph Smith. Previous to this, Joseph
Bmith and Oliver Cowdery had baptized, confirmed snd ordained each
other to the office of un Elder in the Church of Christ. I was the thi

wﬂnuﬁw.ﬂﬁmﬂgwumﬁ.._ﬁ:.muhnuFHEF!u .
goapel o L, CR{T E__,_.u_.mau ders had then been Qnm_ﬂﬂ :
voseph Bunith, Oliver Cowdery, Peter Whitmer, Samuel IL. . Smith,
Hyrum 8mith aud myself.  The Book of Mormon was still in the hands
of the printer, but my brother, Christisn Whitmer, hed copied from the
manuscript the teachings and doctrine of Christ, being the things which
wo ware commandad Enw;ﬂr- We preached, paptized and confirmed
members into the Chinrch of Christ, from .Puﬂ_ﬁr 820, until .___.ﬁqﬂ Eth,
1830, being sight months in_which time wo had procesded rigltly ; the
offices in pwh church being Elders, Pricsts and Teachers.
T s

Information from the

National Museum of Natural History'
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION WasHINGTON, D.C. 20560

W

Your recent inquiry concerning the Smithsonian Institution's allsged use of the Book of
Mormon es 8 sclentific guide has been received in the Smithsonian's Department of Anthropology.

The Book of Mormon is & religious document and not s scientific guide. The Smithsonian
Instinition has never used it in archeological research and any information that you have received
tothe contrary is incorrect, Asccurate information sbout the Smithsoalan's position is contained in
the enclosed *Staternent Bagarding the Book of Mormon,” which was prepared to respond to the
fumerous inquiries that the Smithsonian receives on this topic,

Because the Smithsonian regards the unsuthorized use of ifs name to disseminate )
inaceurate information as unlwefil, we would appreciate your assistance in providing us with the
names of any ndividueals who are misusing the Smithsonlas's name. Pleass addrass ny

correspondenss to:

Anthropology Outreach Office

Dieprriment of Anthropology

Hational Museum of Matural History BMEC 112
Smithsonian Instiution

Washington, DC 20560

FREPARED BY
THE DEFARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
1996



he Semitkeonian Institutinn kas newer uted the Book of Mormon in BFTY Wiy 55 B geaenlific puida. |
tsonian archoologists see no direct connection between the archeology of the Mew World and the
i matier of the book.

he physical type of the Amenicas Indian is basically Mongeloid, being most closely relsted to that of
eaples of easiemn, central, end nonbessiem Asin, Ancheolopieal evidence indicates that the

ors of the preasnt Indisng came into the Mew World—probebly over & land bridge knowm fo have
td in the Bering Strait region during the kst Tee Age—in 8 continuing series of small migrations
iniryg from about 25,000 to 30,000 years ag0,

repent evidenca indicates thai the first peopls to resch this continent from the Easi wers the
emen who briefly visited the norbeastern par of North America around A.D. 1000 and then setiled
eenland, There is mothing 1o show that they reached Mexico or Central Americe.

ne af the main lines of evidence supporting the scientific finding that contacts with Old Warld
zalions, if indeed they occurred af all, wers of very Blile significance for ihe development of

rican Indian ehdlizalicns, Is the fact thal nans of the principal Old Wearld domesticated food plants or
als {except the dop) occurred in the Mew World in pre-Columbian times. American Indians had no
i, barley, pats, millel, rice, catile, pigs, chickens, horses, donkeys, camels before 1452, (Cemels and
1 were in the Americas, alang with the bisor, mammaoth, and mastoden, but all thess animals

mie exlinct sround 10,000 B.C. af the time whea the carly g game buntess spread scross the

ricas.) .

on, slee, pluss, snd silk were not used in the Mew Weld before 1492 (except for occasional uss of

ielied metearic iron), Malive copper was worked in various locations in pre-Columbdan tines, but .

melallurgy was limiled (o souibern Mexico and the Amdcan region, whene ils occurmence in late
stipric limes involved gold, silver, copper, and their slloys, but mol fron

here is & possibility that the spread of cullural raits across the Pacific (o Mesoamerica and the
iwestemn coast of South America began seweral hundred years before the Chrisiian era. Howover,
wch inter-hemispheric contacts appear o have been the results of accidental voyages originafing in
m and soulhern Asia, It is by no means certain thet oven such contacts ocourred; conainly there
no coptacts with the ancient Egypiiens, Hebrews, or other peoples of Western Asian and the Hear

o repuiable Egyplodogist or other specialist on Old World archeology, and no expert on New World
stary, has discovered or confirmed any relationship between archeological remaing in Mexico and

salogical remains in Egypd,

eports of Gedings of mncien Egyplinn, Hebrew, and other Old World weilings in the New Wordd in

Zolumbian contexts have frequently appeared in newspapers, magazines, and sensational books.
: of these tlaims has siood up to examination by reputable scholars. Mo inscriptions using Old
i forms of writing have been shawn 1o have oocurred in any part of the Americes before 1492
4 fior & Few Morse rune stones which heve been found in Greenland,

1l

sont.  Whem I firsd louked woon him [ wes wfrabd, but the fear soou befl s,
He eallad me by name omd said unto me, that he was o messe sent [rom
.H_n_ui!ﬂa_..n..!“_._uﬂm-hum hiy same was Seplsd, That God hed &

“work for mc fo du, end thet my same should ke had for pood and evil susng

all nutious, aiidreds, and tongues ; or that it should Le both good and evil
gpoken uf wmosp oll people. He mid thers was o book depedted, writiea
gy gl pdutess, giving am acceant of b fummer inhahitants of thiy contiseat,
unid the searrs frum whenee they sprang. Ho also said thae, the fulijiess of
ik averlusting geepul was comtaingd i it, e delivensl by the Savieer o the
wicignt islsbitsts, Also, that thevs were bwo stoess o silvar bers (ol
these stunes, Bidened £o a bredstplate, constituks] wkat B albal the T
sitisd Thismniim) depositeil witl the plates, anid the pussession mnil we of thisa
¥lutes wis what cunstituted Seers in anoient oc fermur tises, and that Gud
Baul girvgmanl tisin for the purpess of trensdating e bouk,

ARer ladlisg me thess things, be cenimencnl qeuling the proplisces of the
Old Testanent.  Heo et quiged purt of the fhinl chapier of Malnchi, wnd
1] __..._:_.-E._. glay s Boizrtli or lasd ...._E_.i:_“. ol ths stmn H_.EH.EEH_ ._..._uun.:._. wkly
i |ibthy veristben fromn the woy it pouls in oer Bibles. Tnstead E_..n_Em_._n. tlia firwt
e s ik resds in our kssuks, be quoted it thos: * For beliold the day comech
that stull bumm a® s oven, sl gl tlee prousd, yea, sisd all oe do wickedly
shall L as stuldide, foe they dmt cong slisll bumn them, szith the Tapd
of ke, that it shall Jewve Bhein meither oot sor Lrsnch ;' asd agule, b
rasdinl el [ith verss tlios 0 Belold, I will revead unto yoa the Proestisanl
by el beaand of Elijuls thee propliet, belisne e vening of the grewt sud dreud-
ul abuy wf Usw Lond,'  Ha gl quotsl thie next vens differently : * Al [
shull pdiimt En the henrts of the chiblren, the promises made o o felhers,

"m - wail Ehie beewrts of the chilibrew shall turn to their mihers; if i@ were not @o,

the whele earth weabl b utterly waateld g Ilis eoning,”

T whiiti (o e, e nuoted the elevewth chapler of Tnaih, waFiig tnt
e wos mlamt tw be Delifllal.  He qweted, alss, the thinl chapier of Acts,
preni reaemsl mel trenty-thind verses, procedly a8 they stanl in wor Yew
Vestusecnk, e i that that prophor wes Clorist, Tust the dar hod oot pes
vame whien ! _.___...... ol wigmlil e Ligar bl vidiw showkl ke cub off Chauw nwgny
the peepile,’ bt mmin wishl osee.

Bl als guotm| tha seeamld clapter of Juel, fron tee bwemv-eightl tothe
lne worsg,  Ble ol gaid that this was mot yub fulfillsl, but v sen 0 be,
Al T fartlir stalal, the Cubnos of tho Gientdle mw soan e come in. He
spustial nsany atber prosages ol seripiure, wed viferal many explanations which
vurnsad, be wencioned here Apein, ko tohl ne Ot wlen ©get those plates
ul which o bl spolen (for the time tle they ghoubd be sltained was not
wt fulbillealy T ehsisshl gt shew them o any person, weither the breastglite
willy the s il Thomanim, iy b Ehoes s whain §sloweld be rummasded
i sberw e & [ AL [ showld b= _.F-.._.-r_.nn._. While he was runversing
iUl o silmie 1 lee platies, the viswmn was epence] 1o ey mdnl et [ could see

Jaeph 50
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Merely | IE 2

Maayes ., T 153

ine dey. ‘While lhm wes Progressing grea:
mumbers wore keing bapcissd i the fomt,
Those who wish fer leriher infarssiion cpne
crmisg the scadon ol the Baklath in Nauves,
ar eey othar dey in the week woeld do wall g
wenul and see" W. WOODRLUFF,

HISTOLRY OF JOSEPH 3U|TH.
{ Continised,

While [ wes thesin el ol ealling
upon (hod | discewvered o light 3 aring
io lhe room which enaticued o [nersass
umtil ibe rocan was lighier than ot soag-
day, when immedintely o personngy ap-
peared ot my bedside stonding o the
uir Mne Bis feat did oot tonch the fsar. He
bed an a loweg robe of most exqeisiin white-
mess. i was & whilenoss buyond any
thing earthly 1 liad ever seen; morda’l
Lefieve thst any enrthly tling could be
made 1o oppear so excevdingly white and
brillmnt, his hands wWero onked oed his
mrms olso o litdls ubove the wrsl. Soale
so were his feet meked, os were his legs
o listle above the snkles. His besd and
neck wore olso bore. [ could discover
that he hod o other clothing an but this
robe, ns it wos epet so that | eould see
inte his bosom. Mot only wos hiw robe
axeeedingly white bul his whole person
woa ploricud Beyoid desoription, and his
counlenagte  truly like lightniag.  “Lho
Fogen was execedingly light;, but pal s
VHFY _:mmu: ng Gmmediniely erouml his
wrezn,  When | first louked wpon hin

was alraid, but the fear scon loft ma,
e ealled me by rame, and sail usts me
thul ba was o messenper 2ol from the
presence of Ged 10 me, aod thet Lis nams
wons Mephi., “[hat God had & work lor
me M Hm..__ and that my mamo shouid be
had for pood snd eril, wmeag ol ceticas,
kindreds, amil tongoes; or st it slould
be Both guod and evil spolien of among
all people. Hus aaid _.____uE_H.._._."-_ o book de-
postted writlen upan olgs, giving
zn ocecant of the ?:ﬁ _M__um_n.:.n
this eantisonl, nnd the soores lrem whenes
ihey aprang.  He also said that the fulls
ness of tho everasting pospyl was con-
tnined in it. as defiverad by the Saviour to
the ancient inhabitants. ~ Alse that cthere
were twe glones in silves baws, and Ehese
#lones fnstened 1o breastplate conetiisled
what is ealled the Urim and Thummijm,
depasited with the plates, and the posssss-
icni wed e of these winces was whot
cocsliluted seers in enciest or farmer
times, eed that God hod prepered them

lar the purpose of transkling the Look.

Afur E_u_n_m me  Lhesa things lis com-
mensed qualing the prophecies of the Old
Teatament, ho first quoted part of the third
chapter of Maolachi; and he guoted alsg
the foarth or Inst chepler of the same
praphecy thosgh wilh & lidle variatan
lroin the wny it reads in car Bibles. [n.
snud of qoeting the Gral verse as reads
in our bocks be queted it thus, “For be-

hold the day comath that shall bur os on
aven, and oll the proud yea and ail that
= wickedly sholl burn on stublls, for
they that comoth shall burn them mith
the Lard uf hosts, that it shall lsave them
meitber root nor bronch,” and in hiy
quoted the fifth verse thus, =Behald | will
reveal enls you the Priesthesd by the
hond of Elijah the prophet hefore the
coming of the sreat and dreadlal day ol
the Lord." He olso qootsd the mext
verse ditferently, “Aul he shall plunt in
the hearts &l 1he ehildren the pronises
nsade Lo the fothers, sod the hearis of the
children shall turn 1o their Fathors, if i
were net go the whale canh would be wi-
terly wosted ot his caming."  In additiay
o thess he quated the eleventls chapter of
Isuinh smyjng that it was abowt in be fis)-
Gleds Hequoted alss the thind cheplas
of Acts, twenty secuad and twomly thind
vorses rogisoly aw they stond in sur Mew
Testament. He said that {het prephes
wits Chieigly bat tio duy had not vat come
when “they whoe would not Lear g

voice sbould ke cut off from amoag the
people." but soon weild conss.

He slsn quoled ibg second chapler af
Joel freen the twenty eighth to the last
vorse. He also said that this wes net yet
Fallilied bug was #5on to be.  And e far-
ther stated tha fulness of the pootiles waa
#sn lo come in.  He nsﬁlﬂ.p:.._:u:aq
passipes of scriplure and offered mony
explasstions which esnnot bs mentioned
here.  Again be told ma thet whos |
iboma plates of which he hed spaken {for
tha time thot they should b obtaingd was
mot wn-EEE.L should net show them
to any person, nesther the breasiplase
with the Urim and Thommim caly to
Ihode 1o whom [ sheald be samiranded io
showr them, if [ did 1 shoold be destroyed.
While bo was conversiog with mo abogt
the plaies the vision was opencd 1o my
mirsd tbat | could see ibe place where the
pinles were depeaiind |u__._.._"=n_" 8o elearly
and distinetly thot [ knew the place Bgnin
whon 1 visited it.

- Py

The Test of A Prophet

How Do You Know I A Prophet Is Telling You The Truth?

e LA ATIEINT WY APNITY A dalngt RiZE Frophets:
ererniah 5:13,21;14:14; 22:16,21,252630-3236,29:89
Lamertatione 2:14

Ezeokiel 12:1-3, 67,10; 22:2%
(How many false prophecies does it take to make one a
false prophet? Just Onel)

New Tegtament Prophets:
1 Corinthiang 14:2,22,24 25 29 21,32 26,37

Warning Against False Prophets;

Matthew 7:15; 24:11,24

Jegus Is The Fulfillment Of All Prophecy;

Hebrews 1:1-2
Luke 24:25-27,22.44-47:18:31: 16:156; Jn. 5:39

The Test Of A True Prophet Of God: (1009 accurate)
Deuteronomy 12:1-8

—— Deuteronomy 18:18-21

~—> Jeremiah 289 “But the prophet who prophecies peace
will be recognized as one truly sent by the LORD
orly if his prediction comes trus”

—— 1 Samuel 96 “Everything he says comes true*

——=rEzakie]l 33:33 “When all this comes true, and it surely
will, then they will know that a prophet has been
among them.”

Prophecies In Question:
Jogeph Smith (". he thought a prophet is always a prophet,
EHEEENEEEM_UEM,E&EE#&EEEEHEEE
such..” Smith, History of Church, V. 5, p. 265)

* Civil War (upon all nations, slaves ries up against



magters, vexation of Gentiles (Native Americans),
famine, plaque, earthquake, end of all nations)
(L& C &7) :
» Jesug Second Coming/Millennial in 1890,91
(1824 plus 56 ig 1890)
(Decumentary History of Church, Vol Z, p. 182)
(Dialogue: A Journal of Mormeon Thought, Fall
1966 p76)

LALMAT TRl 671 RV AL LA _..__.._..n LACHLL IR ..,.__1.__\_.__..._5
pl28- 29)
"% Zion/New Jerugalem/Temple will be built “before

that generation should pass away.”

(L & C: £4:1-5,37,114,115; 572)

(revelation given 1832)

(Pratt, Journal of Diecourse, V.13, p. 360,362,
5/8/1870) "God promised.. in 1832..
before the generation then living had
pagged away.. they would return and
build.. God cannot lie.. He will fulfill Hie
promiges.. it must come to pass.”

(Pratt, Journal of Discourge V. 17, p. 111, 671471874
“will complete the temple ‘before thie
generation pagses away’.”

(Journal of Discourse, Pratt, V. 14, p. 275;

(Journal of Discourse, 6. Smith,3/10/1861 V.9,
p.ZL

(Journal of Discouree 5. Cannon, 10/23/1864,
V.10 p. 244 “The temple at Center Stake
of Zion.. in thig generation.. the generation
in which the revelation wag given which ie
upwarde of 20 years ago.”

D & € 45:20,31;

Marmon Doctrine, p. 210;

D & C 453031

D & C 124:49-5] still must build

(Reorganized LDS Church presently owns temple

At e

(*David W. Patten prophecy
(11 other men? Miesion nest Spring? Testify to
world? Settle up business? Died 6 months later)
(2&C 114)
(Documentary History of the Church, Vol. 2, P

170-175; 2:23)

(revelation 4./17/183% - died 10/25/18328)

* Zion ig unmovable from Jackson County, Missouri
(moved)

5 (D & C 97:19; 101:17-20; 57:1-3)

* United Order (Church to own common property)
(D& C 104:1,4)

* Rebuilding of Temple in Missouri(1837,1828)
(L& CN5:17-12)

* Newel K Whitney conditional prophecy CONCETNIng
destruction of New York, Albany, and Boston
if they rejected Mormoniem
(D & ¢ £4:112-115)

* Oliver Granger (eacred remembrance)
(D & £ 117:12-15)

* Gathering of Zion to Missouri and the deetruction of

) wicked in US, Return of logt 10 4ribes of lsrael,
(B & ¢ 57:1-3)

(Pocumentary History of Chureh, Vol. 1, p.
315-16, 1/4/18323)
(Documentary History of Church, Vol. 2, p.
145, £/16/1834)
* Government of US overthrown

EEEEE p. 302)
(History of the Church, V. 5, p. 294, 5/18/1824)

* Canadian Revelation

(Whitmer,An Address To All Believers In Christ,
1887 p. 20-21) %

(A Comprehengive History of the Church,
Vol 1, p. 164-65)

(Mormon Portraitg, 1186, p. 211)




D & £ 216-20: Indians converted

D & C 11l:treasures 7

D & C: 112:2-12: Thomasg Margh - later an apostate;

D & 1187 E10-1217:121

D & C: 127:2: Victory over foes

D & (. 124:20,21: George Miller -later an apostate;

D & C: 124:56-60 Nauvoo house stay in Smith
family forever)

(cee aleo D & C 3:1-3./D & C 1:37- no allowance

for exeuses fulfillment)

J. Smith Sr. 2aid Joseph would stay in office until h

Christ returns, Higtory of the Church, V.1,
P 223,1/22/1822)

Living Prophets (Presidents of the Church)

* Thatcher - return to Miggouri, Smith's body resurrected,
government pags to the Mormon leadership, US
cities and railroads destroyed.

* Cannon - Jesue would return twice - let to temple in
1891

* Johngon/KimballHyde/ Woodruff - see Jesug return
before death
(Journal of Diecourge, Vol 18, p. 37; Vol. 2, p. 124)

* Pratt - by 1888 no unbelieving Gentiles in US.

- build a great city which lagt 1000 years,
- Mormons would return to Jackson County
(Journal of Discourse, V13, p. 128, 4/10/1870)

* Youns/Smith/Lorenzo - New Jerugalem temple built
in Migsouri in that generation.

* Young - Civil War not free slaves/ government
destroyed (Journal of Discourse, V. 10, p. 250)
(10/6/1863)

* Kimball/Snow - Mormons will return to Migsouri and
build a temple
(Conference Reports, p. 14,64; April 1258)

* Kimball - Young would become President of US (1856)
(Journal of Discourge, V.S, p. 219)

* Young, “Not till all Adam’s children have the privilege to
resurrection.. will it be time to remove the curse
from Cain and hie pocterity.”

(Journal of Discourse, V. Z, p. 143, 12/12/1854
(Journal of Discourss, V. 7, p. 250,291,
10/9./1859)

- *Joseph Smith said “the moon ig inhabited by 1000

year old Quakers,
(Journal of Oliver B, Hunington, V., 2, p. 166)

* If pregent day prophets can contradict earlier prophete
revelations, who do you trust? Which is
authoritative? Which is erroneous/falee?

Is God a God of contradiction/confusion?

* If Jogeph Smith iz a true prophet, can you list five
prophecieg that 1009 came true?

* How many false prophecies does it take to make one a
false prophet? (just one) .

: (final authority)

(Seripture is complete/ended with the apostles)
Hebrews 1.1-2 (Luke 24:25-27,44.45; Col 2:10)

Z Peter 1:12-14,19-21; 2:1516

Jude 3

2 Timothy 1:12,14; 2:15-17

John 20:20,31
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"Which city shall be built, beginning at the temple lot, which
15 appointed by the finger of the Lord, in the western boundaries
of the State of Missouri, and dedicated by the hand of Joseph Smith,
Jun.. and otheTs with whom the Lord was well pleased.

“Verily this is the word of the Lord, that the city New Jerusalem
shall be built by the gathering of the saints, beginning at this place.
even the place of the temple, which temple shall be reared in this

mm:mﬁz_ua__._ W pe
verily this generation shall not all pass away until an house
shall be built u rest upon i, whic

cloud shall be cven the glory of the Lord, which shall fill the house.

Let's outline the major elements of this passage: (1) it is *"the word
of the Lord™ (verses 2 and 4); (2) “New Jerusalem™ shall be built at
this place (which according to verse 3 is in Missouri); (3) the temple
would be built “in this generation™; (4) *“this generation” would not
pass away until the temple is built and the glory of the Lord rests upon
It

As [ noted previously when referring to the major problems with
P&C 84:21-22, this revelation was given September 22 and 23, 1832,
The prophecy is that the temple would be built on the :_h:._ﬂ._nl_ﬂ.r.
within the time span of the current generation. As we both know, Elder,
no temple has been built on that site—in fact, the property is owned by
another religious group that claims Joseph Smith as its founder, just as
you. What then shall we say about this prophecy? [ would like to note
how the friendly conremporaries of Joseph Smith understood his words:

.« - Here we learn the arts of cultivation and of building; we learn
lo irrigate the land; we also. in many respects, prepare ourselves
for a day when we shall go to the place that has been appointed for
the building up of the city of Zion and for the building of the house
which shall be a great and glorious temple, on which the glory of
the Lord shall rest—a temple that will excel all others in magnifi-
cence that have ever been built upon the earth. Who is there that is
prepared for this movement back to the centre stake of Zion, and
where the architects amongst us that are qualified to erect this tem-
ple and the city that will surround it? We have to learn a great many
things. in my opinion, before we are prepared to return to that holy
land; we have to learn to practice the principles that we have been
taught; we have to study to All up every hour of our ume in industrial

W .ﬂL:H_m...

patience prepare ourselves as good and skilful workmen, as builders

in the great building which our Father has prepared® And let me
remind you that it is_predicted that this generation will not_pass ...%
away ull a temple shall be built. and the glory of the Lord rest upon
_it. according to the promises M(Elder George A. Smith. Journal of
Discourses. 3101861, 9:71)

- . . From the day that God established this Church to the pres-
ent the stream of revelation has continued to flow uninterruptedly.
It flows pure for us to drink at until we are filled to repletion; and
if we do not drink. it is our own fault. The servants of God are not
to blame, for they have been laboring by day and by night, from
the beginning. with us, as a people, to prepare us for the great
things that are at our very doors, and that God intends to perform
in this generation. 1 fee]l the importance of this, probably not as
much as [ ought, and wish to do; neveriheless, when | see the great
events that are taking place at this time among the nations—when
I view the destiny that awails us as a people, and the great things
God has in store for us. | almost feel as though 1 was a laggard on
the path. and too slow entirely for the great events that are coming
upon the earth. The day is near when a Temple shall be reared in
the Center Stake of Ziap, and the Lord has said his glory shall rest
on that House in this generation. that is in the gencration in which *
the revelation was given. which is upwards of thirty years ago.
How much are we prepared for this? We talk abowt it, sing about
it. and delight to dwell upon it; but are we prepared for this great
manifestation of glory in our midit? (Elder George Q. Cannon,
Journal of Discourses. 10023/1864, 10:344)

. . . that is, that they should continue 1o gather, but not let their
flight be in haste. and let all things be prepared before them. God
led forth the Prophet that He had raised up to the western part of
Missouri. and pointed out. by His own finger, where the great city
of Zion should stand in the latler days. the great city of the New
Jerusalem that should be built up on the American continent. 1 say
He pointed out these things and gave direction to His people o
gather 1o that land, and commanded them to lay the corner stone_
of a great and magnificent temple that was 1o be built during the
generation in which the people then lived. The corner stone was
lard 1n the summer of 1831, in Jackson County, State of Missour,
All these thines were done by commandment and revelation. and




Lr0idl,

. . . God has been with us from the time that we came to this
land, and | hope that the days of our tribulations are past. | hope
this, because God promised in the year 1832 that we should, before
the generation then living had passed away'return and build up the
City of Zion in Jackson County; that we should return and build
Up the temple of the Most High where we formerly laid the corner
stong. He promised us that He would manifest Himseli on that
temple, that the glory of God should be upon it; and not only upen
the temple, but within it, even a cloud by day and a Aaming fire by
night.

We believe in these promises as much as we believe in any
promise ever uttered by the mouth of Jehovah,"“The Laser-day
Saints just as much expect to receive a fulfilment of that promise
Juning the generation thal was in exisience in | 832 85 they expect
{at the sun will rise and set to-morrow, Why? Because God cannot
@ lie. He will fulfill all His promises. He has spoken, it must come

It seems to me. Elder Hahn, that these men who were called "apos-
tles of Christ™ and who took active roles of leadership in the LD5
Church understood D&C B4:4-5 in such as way as to preach that the
temple would be built in Jackson County, Missouri, within the gener-
ation that was"alive in 1832. There can be no mistaking that. And with
telerence to the meaning of ** generation” in this passage, I note as well
the definition given by Bruce K. McConkie when. in Mormon Docirine,
page 310. he addresses the term and says, A generation may be meas-

ured in terms of the life of the oldest persons who Tive in a particular

penod’” (DE&C 45:30-31: B4:4-5). Note he specifically references Dac
‘#4:4-5 1n his definition.

One common defense given by LDS wnnm__n _.m.._E be found in D&C
124:49-51, a "revelation” that was given after the Mormons were
driven from Missouri, resulting in an inability to build the temple as
D&C 84:1-5 had commanded. It is clear that the early apostles, such
as those cited above, did not think that this passage released them from

the imperative action of building the temple: however, modern LDS
refer to it as an “*explanation” of Smith's prophecy. The passage reads,

“erily. verily [ say unto you. that when | give a commandment

LLF SIIF L LT SULE LN IIRCT 1D U0 8 WOIK Unig my name, and Lnosd
sons of men go with all their might and with all they have to perform
that work. and cease not their diligence, and their enemies come
upon them and hinder them from performing that work, behold, i
behooveth me to require that work no more at the hands of thos
sons of men. but 1o accept of their offerings.

*And the iniquity and transgression of my holy laws and com-
mandments I will visit upon the heads of those who hindered my
work. unto the third and fourth generation, so long as they repen
noi. and haie me. saith the Lord God,

*'Therefore. for this cause have [ accepted the offerings of those
whom [ commanded to build up a city and a house unto my name,

in Jackson county. Missouri, and were hindered by their enemies,
saith the Lord vour God.

This is, of course, a very convenient “out™ for Joseph and
prophecy. However, it is also just as obviously an excuse for a f
prophecy. 1s God incapable of controlling the actions of men? In
Old Testament the enemies of lsrael came against them and defe:
them as a part of God' s will and purpose (1saiah 10:5-19). Nothin
mentioned about this by Smith—in fact, the blame is put squarely
the enemies of the LDS5 Church. not upon any sinfulness of the peo
Are God’s decrees really dependent upon the actions of evil men, E
Hzhn? The tests of a prophet given by the Holy Spirit in Deuteront
13 and 18 do not make a place for “*failures due to enemies that are
strong to be resisted.” Smith, upon failing to rear the temple in
sourl, came up with an excuse for the failure—Dbut his excuse does
keep him from falling under the condemnation of God's Word as a f
prophet.

No matter how you streich it, Elder, this prophecy fails the t
Even if you were very liberal and gave to the word *generation
meaning of a full hundred vears. you still ran out of time over fifty
ago. Smith said it was the word of the Lord; he defined the exact ey
that would take place—the temple would be built at a specific loca
that is known to this day; he defined the time parameters in whic
would take place—prior to the death of thar generation. It is a cla
prophecy that can be tested—and 1t fails.

I will address one more false prophecy and leave the subject at tl
for as I noted in my last letter, it only takes one false prophecy

disqualify a person as a true prophet of God. The next prophecy 1s fo
in D&EC. Section 114-




verily thus saith the Lord: It 158 wisdom in my servant David
W. Palten, that he settle up all his business as soon as he possibly
can, and make a disposition of his merchandise, that he may per-
form a mission unto me next spring, in company with others, even
twelve including himself, to testify of my name and bear glad tid-
ings unto all the world.

*For verily thus saith the Lord, that inasmuch as there are those
among you who deny my name, others shall be planted in their
stead and receive their bishopric. Amen.

The revelation is dated April 17, 1838, and was given to Joseph
Smith at Far West, Missouni. Daniel Ludlow, in his book A Companion
jo Your Study of the Doctrine and Covenants cites Joseph Fielding
Smith's words from Church History and Modern Revelation, 2:85:

On April 17, 1838, the Prophet received a revelation for David
W. Patten who had for some time been located in Missouri and
with Elder Thomas B. Marsh was maintaining a steady influence
amidst the opposition of disaffected brethren, including the three
who had been appointed to preside, David Whitmer, William W.
Phelps and John Whitmer. The Lord called upon Elder Patten to
seitle up his business as soon as possible, make a disposition of his
merchandise, and prepare to take a mission the following spring.
in company with others to preach the Gospel to all the world. . . .
Elder Patten obedient to this revelation took steps to meet this call
which had come to him. Events were to develop, however, which
would change the nature of his mission before the following spring
could arrive,

And what was the nature of these “events™ spoken of by Joseph
Fielding Smith? David W. Patten died October 25, 1838, in the “battle
of Crooked River.” He never lived to see the “next spring™ as the
revelation predicted. He went on no mission with eleven other men.

Why would the Lord command that Patten should prepare for a
mission the next spring, which would take place in the company of
eleven other men, if the Lord knew that he would not live to see that
day? Is it not clear that here we have Joseph Smith, in the name of the
Lord, giving instructions to a man to prepare for a mission, when in

[act Smith did not know that Patten was going to die? How could he? -

This shows the hiuman origin of Smith's “revelation,” He did not know
the future, and could not foresee what was going to happen to Patten.

But the true God knew what was going to happen. That is why, in fact,
the true God of the Bible is able to mock the idols of the peoples in
[saiah 40 through 485—more than once he challenges these false gods
to predict the future. but they cannot. Any predictions they make, any
commands they may give, can be overthrown by something as simple
as a musketball fired by a fleeing man near the Crooked River.

I have encountered three common responses from LDS people to
this prophecy and its failure. The first runs like this: “All blessings are
based upon obedience and faithfulness. Patten must not have remained
faithful to his calling, and as a result lost his blessing. See, even the
second verse talks about people denying God's name, and others being
planied in their stead.” Folks who respond in this way obviously know
lirtle of the historical situation in which Patten died. Note the story from
the Documentary History of the Church, pages 170=175: According to
the DHC. a **mob™ takes some Mormon brethren captive. **Captain”
David W. Patten (who was also an m@ﬂun. by the way) is dispatched
with abourt seventy-five men to caich the mob and rescue the prisoners.
Early on the momning of Thursday, October 25, they approach the mob's
camp:

Fifieen of the company were detached from the main body while
sixty continued their march Gll they arrived near the ford of Crooked
river, (or creek) where they dismounted, tied their horses, and leav-
ing four or five men to guard them, proceeded towards the ford,
not knowing the location of the encampment. It was just as the
dawning of light in the east, when they were marching quietly along
the road. and near the top of the hill which descends to the river
that the report of a gun was heard, and young Patrick O"Banion
reeled out of the ranks and fell mortally wounded. Thus the wark
of death commenced, when Captain Patten ordered a charge and
rushed down the hill on a fast trot, and when within about fifty
yards of the camp formed a line. The mob formed a line under the
bank of the river, below their tents. It was yet so dark that little
could be seen by looking to the west, while the mob looking towards
the dawning light. could se¢ Patten and his men, when they fired
a broadside, and three or four of the brethren fell. Captain Patten
ordered the fire returned, which was instantly obeyed, to great
disadvantage in the darkness which yet continued. The fire was
repeated by the mob, and returned by Caplain Patten’s company,
who gave the waichword “'God and Liberty.” Captain Patten then



ordered a charge, which was instantly obeyed. The parties imme-
diately came in contact, with their swords, and the mob was soon
put to flight, crossing the river at the ford and such places as they
could get a chance. [n the pursuit, one of the mob fled from behind
a tree, wheeled, and shot Captain Patten, who instantly fell, mor-
tally wounded, having received a large ball in his bowels. .

I went with my brother Hyrum and Lyman Wight 1o Enn_ the
brethren on their return, near Log creek, where 1 saw Captain Patten
in a most distressing condition. His wound was incurable.

Brother David Patten was a very worthy man, beloved by all
good men who knew him. He was one of the Twelve Apostles, and
died as he had lived, a man of God, and strong in the faith of a
glorious resurrection, in @ world where mobs will have no power
or place. One of his last expressions to his wife was—""Whatever

.. you do else, O! do not deny the faith"™. .

Saturday, 27.—Brother Patten was buried this day at Far West,
and before the funeral, I called at Brother Patten’s house, and while
meditating on the scene before me in presence of his friends, I
could not help pointing to his lifeless body and testifying, **There
lies a man that has done just as he said he would—he has laid down
his life for his friends.”

As can be seen, Patten died “'strong in the faith"' according w Joseph
Smith himself. The mention of men denying God's name and being
removed from their bishoprics in verse 2 of Section 114 is not in any
way in reference to Patten—rather, it is in reference to a situation that
existed at the time in Far West where David Whitmer, John Whitmer,
and William W. Phelps were “*causing trouble”™ and had been removed

from the local presidency. See Elder George (). Cannon’s narration of
these events in his Life of Joseph Smith the Prophet, pp. 321-234,

The most common defense raised is that Patten did indeed serve a
mission—but his mission was in the “spirit world™ where he went after
he died. But surely you can see that this is not what the “revelation”™
says al all. There are far too many objections to this understanding.
First, did the eleven other men also die and go to the “'spirit world"
with Patten? Second, what is “spring” in the spirit world? Are there
seasons there? Third, the revelation says that he would “testify of my
name and bear glad tidings unto all the world,™ not to the spirit world.
This revelation clearly speaks of an earthly mission o take place in the
spring of 1839, not a spiritual mission to take place in the fall of 1838.

Finally, a not very common, but plausible defense is this: This is

not really a prophecy of a future event, but simply a command to David
Patten to be prepared to go on a mission. It is not explicitly stated that
he was going to go on the mission at all, rather he was simply to be
mﬁ.m_ﬁm to do s0. You can probably see immediately, Elder Hahn, how
this perspective can creale a route of escape for Joseph Smith by stretch-
ing the revelation to the breaking point so as to avoid his obvious error.
It is true that the spring mission itself is not specifically prophesied;
however, the spring mission is given as the reason why Patten was to
settle up his business and make a disposition of his merchandise. There
15 not even a hunt that this was just a *theoretical™ mission, or simply
a ““testing” of Patten's obedience. None of this comes from the text
itself. It is interesting to note with reference to this the fact that according
te the DHC 3:23. another revelation was received by Smith on the same

day as Secuon 114, though this revelation is not a part of the D&C. It
reads;

Verily thus saith the Lord, let my servant Brigham Young go
unte the place which be has bought, on Mill Creek. and there
provide for his family until an effectual door is opened for the
support of his family, until I shall command him to go hence, and
not to leave his family until they are amply provided for. Amen.

Note that both of these ' revelations”™ were giving specific directions
for specific men to do specific things. There is nothing in the “revela-
ton” for Brngham Young that would lead us to believe that he was
“testing” him, nor is there anything in D&C 114 that would suggest
that this was anything but a straightforward command to prepare for a
mission that was suppoesed to take place the next spring, that being the
spring of 1839, Smith had no way of knowing Patten would not live
that long—Panten was only about thirty-eight years of age. Also, the
fact that he says that this mission would be conducted *'in the company
with others, even twelve including himself™ indicates that Smith was
laying out the specifics of how the mission would be run. If this is really
the “word of the Lord" as Smith claims, why would God speak in this
way? Why would God describe the specifics of a8 mission that would
never take place?

So here you have two prophecies, Elder Hahn. Remember at the

outset that [ said that it is not really my duty to have to prove them
wroeng, but, since you claim Smith was a prophet, it is really your duty
to prove them right! Can you do s0? Can you show me how D&C 84:1-
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The Nature Of God
(What iz God our Heavenly Father like?)
LDS: * “Ag man is.. God once was..

As God ig.. man may become.”
* An exalted man/with a body of flesh
and bones/changeable/limited
* Plurality of Gods

The Bible Says: (NKIV)

John 4:24 “God ig Spirit, and thoge who worghip Him
must worghip in gpirit and truth.”

Isaiah 4%:10-12 “..1am He. Before Me there wag no
God formed, nor ghall there be after Me. L evenl
am the LORD. and besides Me there ie no savior..
I am God. Indeed before the day was I am He..”

Izaiah 44:6,8,24 "I am the Firet and [ am the Last;
Begideg Me there ia no God..]lg there a God
besides Me? 1 know not one, [ am the LORD who
makesg all things, who stretches out the heavens
all alona..”

Isaiah 45:5,6,14,21,22 “I am the LORD (Jehovah), and
there ig no other, there ig no God (Elohim) besides
Me... there is none begides Me. A just God
(Elohim) and a Savior; there ie none begides Mea.”

leaiah 40:14,28,28 *With whom did He take coungel,
and who instructed Him? "To whom then will

you liken Me, or to whom shall I be equal? says
the Holy One. The everlasting God, the LORD..”
Hebrews 612 “When God made his promise to
Abraham, gince there was no one greater for him
to swear by, He swore by Himself..”
Pgalme 129:7 “Where can [ go from Your Spirit?
Where can I flee from Your presence?”

g 90:2 "From everlasting to everlasting, You are

mﬁ_&..:_

Pealme 102:27 "You remain the same.”

Jeremiah 22:22,24 *Do | not fill heaven and earth?
says the LORD."(Jehovah)

1 Timothy 1:17 “Eternal, immortal, invisible God”

1 Timothy €:16 “*Who alone has immaortality dwelling in
unapproachable light, whom no man hag geen or

can see.”

Jeremiah 10:10 *The LORD (Jehovah) iz the true God
(Elohim).”

Exodus 20:2,2 "] am the LORD (Jehovah) thy God
(Elohim)... thou shalt have no other gods (Elohim)
before me.”

Hogea 11:9 “T am God and not man."(Job 9:322 "He is not
amanagl| mH.nu

Genecie 3:5 Satan’s lie "You will be like God.."

(Ezekiel 28:2; Isaiah 14:14)

Ciestione:

* Who created firet man/woman/matter/intelligence
(mind)/Law?

* If the law of progression ig eternal, does Heavenly
Father continue to progress?

* If Heavenly Father wag once a man, how can he truly
be eternal/unchanging?

* Where in the Bible does it mention a mother god?

* God ig described ag having wings, feathers, and ag a
consuming fire. (Ps. 57:1; 91:4; Heb. 12:29) Isn't
thig literary metaphor? (1 Peter 2:12; Jn. 10:6)
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The LDS Challenge:

"The world hae been unable to place a finger upon

anything that ic incongistent or out of harmony in the
revelations of Jogeph Smith with that which hag been
revealed before, or predicted by the prophets and the
Lord Himeelf."(J. F. Smith, Doctrine of

"It Joseph Smith was a deceiver.... then he should be
exposed; hig claime should be refuted, and hig doetrines
shown to be falge.. If hie claims and declarations were
built upon fraud and deceit, there would appear many
errors and contradictions, which would be easy to
detect. The doctrines of false teachers will not stand
the test when tried by the accepted standards of

meagurement, the seriptures” (Doctrines of Salvation,
Joseph Fielding Smith, 1984; V.1:188,189)

"Wherefore, confound your enemies; call upon them to
meet Yyou both in public and in private; in ag much as B
ye are faithful their chame chall be made manifest.” b
(Joseph Smith, Doctrine and Covenants, 71:7: 1821) £

W

s
“Convince us of our errore of doctring, if we have any,

by reason, logical arqument, or by the Word of God, and [0

we will ever be grateful.. that you have been
instruments in the hands of God of redeeming your
fellow beings.” (Orson Pratt, The Seer, p. 15)

"If a faith will not bear to be investigated, if ite’
preachers and professors are afraid to have it

i am

.n_., w
ion.V.1;p.202) *

examined, their foundation must be very weak..” =. &
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