Saturday 14th October 2000

Dagenham 1st XV 29 Ravens 1st XV 19

Dagenham recorded their first Courage league win on Saturday beating Ravens with a gritty performance that had been lacking in previous weeks.

Dagenham’s pack went on the offensive from the kick off and Ravens were soon desperately defending their line, which they did well holding up Scrum half Martin Rogers and No.8 Lee Acerbis as they burrowed for the line.

Dagenham’s forwards were in no mood to be denied and when the Ravens pack collapsed on their line the referee had no alternative but to award the Penalty Try.

Ravens kicked themselves into Dagenham’s half and when the home side made a hash of the defensive lineout their Wing Forward gratefully collected and went over for the Try, closing the gap to two points.

Dagenham then added another converted Try, Peter Evans at Fly half breaking through the Raven’s threequarter line after another period of sustained Forward pressure.

Despite being out gunned up front Ravens refused to go quietly and their backs showed their Dagenham counterparts how it’s done with a fluid passing move, culminating in a Try to close the first half at 14-12.

Ravens started the second half strongly, something Dagenham seemed to take exception to and things began to get nasty, the resulting brawl leaving the sides with fourteen men each for ten minutes. Ravens fared a little better one short and managed to take the lead, their Fly half chipping the ball over his opposite number to collect and score, Dagenham’s Full Back conspicuous by his absence.

Dagenham, now a little concerned regained their discipline and levelled the score with Evans putting winger Mark Smith over in the corner.

Martin Rogers kicked a penalty to give Dagenham the lead and the Try of the match sealed the points ten minutes from time, with back row Lee Acerbis and Neil Powell setting up great ball for the backs and Full back Andy Young joining the line for the coupe de grace.
