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Druze families, living in Syria, Lebanon, and Palestine, originated from Arab tribes that lived in South Arabia. Those BEDOUIN tribes led a nomadic existence raising herds of camels, sheep, and goats. 

Caravan trade linking the Indian Ocean with the Mediterranean traversed this Bedouin territory and served as an important source of income.  

Mecca was the birthplace (570 AD) of the man who was to become known as the Prophet MOHAMMED. 

In the year 610 AD, Mohammed had the first of many experiences, which he came to understand as divine revelations.  These revelations called upon him to preach to his people a monotheistic religion based on the worship of the one God, the belief in a day of judgment, and the giving of alms for the support of the poor.  


Mohammed was recognized by many as a prophet of God and the leader of a community that regarded him as a lawgiver, judge, and military leader.  At his death in 632 AD, this community, which called its religion ISLAM and the believers Muslims, possessed the record of Mohammed’s revelations collected in the KORAN. 

The migration (HEGIRA) to Medina in 622 AD was regarded as the beginning of the Muslim era. The conquered populations gradually accepted Islam as their religion and, in most parts of the empire, Arabic as their language.  

The volunteer Bedouin army of  Islam, filled with enthusiasm for their new religion and for the spoils that they shared after victory, soon carried their battles beyond Arabia. 

Under the second caliph, UMAR (634‑44 AD), the Arab conquest of the Middle East began in earnest.  All of Syria had fallen to the Muslims by 637 AD, Mesopotamia was overrun by 639 AD, and Egypt was conquered between 639 and 642 AD.

In 641 AD, the final defeat of the Persians at the Battle of Nahavand signaled the end of the Sassanian dynasty.  In less than ten years, the Muslim Arabs had conquered all of the Middle East with the exception of Anatolia.

The predecessors of the presently known Druze families were among the Arab tribes that conquered the eastern regions of the Mediterranean Sea.  They settled in the Mountains and formed a defensive line against the western invaders.

DRUZE is a name our families “Mo’wa’he’Doon” became known as when they joined the Call (Da'wa). In the beginning, they were followers of a missionary called Nash'ta'kin al-Darazy who was one of the early recruits to the Call.  When he revolted against the “Imam” of the faith, Hamza bin-Ali, and declared himself the chief guide of the call, and to attract more followers, Nash’ta’kin began decreeing new laws encouraging sins and promising total freedom of action without regard to moral or religious obligations.

The faithful followers of the Call did not like his methods and to preserve and restore the true teachings of the new faith, they revolted against him.  In 1019 AD, Al-Darazy was killed and his followers were defeated.

The Call - “Da’wa” - to Unitarianism “Taw'heed” faith started in 1017 AD in Egypt by Al-Hakim Bi Amr Allah (the ruler in the name of God) the sixth Caliph of the Fatimid Empire.  He appointed his principal missionaries “Du'aat”.  They consisted of five “Hudood”, described as the five Spiritual Luminaries or Dignitaries.
They were:

1.
Hamza Bin Ali, known as “Al-Aql”, the Universal Mind. 

2.
Ismail Mohammed al-Tamimi, known as “Al-Nafs”, the Universal Soul.

3.
Mohammed Wahb al-Qurashi, known as “Al-Kalima”, the Word.

4.
Salama Abdel-Wahab al Samurri, known as “Al-Sabiq”, the Antecedent or Cause.

5.
Al-Muqtana Baha al-Deen, known as “Al-Tali”, the Successor or Affect.

The Call was closed in 1042 AD, and the spiritual Luminaries (Du’aat) went into retirement.  The teachings were recorded in one hundred and eleven messages, written in six volumes and called “Al-Hikma”, the Wisdom.  They called for Unitarianism “Taw'heed”, which consists of the following precepts.

· The Absolute oneness of GOD who is beyond the comprehension of human understanding, rises above language, thought, and does not come under any name, characteristic, or expression. 

· GOD cannot be defined with words, for words convey what is grasped by the senses, reason, or imagination. His existence cannot be comprehended even through the most profound reflection and meditation.

· GOD is without like and without opposite, eternal without a beginning, abiding without end.  He is in every age and place, not limited by bounds of time and space.  He is one but not in number.  Single without any similar.

· GOD is the creator who produced from His light all things and to whom all shall return.  He is the only Existent.  He is that He is, the Self-Subsistent.  This self-sufficiency is the essence of His unity.  Recognition of His Unity without seeking to understand the Nature of His being   is the foundation of the believer's faith.

· Confession of “Taw'heed” Unitarianism is the highest aim, the most precious treasure, the noblest attainment; it is the balance of the truth by which the heaven and the earth are sustained.

· The Call “Da'wa” organized the social order, which the faithful should live by, into Seven Commandments:

1.
A truthful tongue.

2.
Cultivation and protection of the brethren.

3.
Excision of fallacies and falsehoods.

4.
Rejection of the villain and aggressor.

5.
Adoration of the LORD in every era and at all times.

6.
Cheerful acceptance of whatever comes from Him.

7.
Spontaneous submission to His will.


Unitarians also believe in Reincarnation. According to Unitarianism, all human Souls were created at once.  Their numbers are fixed for all time and are not subject to decrease or increase. 

Upon death, the Soul is immediately reborn only into another human body, the body serving as an envelop or robe to the Soul.

The process of transmigration recurs to the end of time.  In the process, Souls rise through their attachment to a higher degree of excellence, or deteriorate to become degraded by neglecting the teachings of religion.  All Souls are created with an equal tendency for good and evil and are free to choose between right and wrong.

The Soul in its repeated transmigration experiences all conditions of life: fortune and misfortune, riches and poverty, health and illness, etc.  Souls are thereby given repeated opportunity to redeem themselves.  DIVINE JUSTICE IS THUS ESTABLISHED.
The Ever recurring life and the Spirit's uninterrupted contact with THE UNIVERSAL MIND “AL-AQL” rises its stock of knowledge and strengthens its awareness of cosmic truth, which, after all, is the road to eternal happiness, the goal of all ideal goals.

The doctrine of reincarnation makes thinking the exclusive function of the mind.  It does not say that the Soul identifies itself throughout the generations, nor does it say that the Soul carries the memory of one generation to the next. 

Self identification by the Soul, according to Unitarianism “Taw'heed”, occurs only on the last day (Judgment day,) which no one but He knows about.
As for creation, Unitarians believe that the Lord said:  “LET IT BE AND IT CAME TO BE.”

 Unfortunately, it is believed that during the persecution of the Unitarian believers, the “Mo’wa’he’Doon”, considerable portions of the Scriptures were scattered, destroyed, or hidden away. 

*** ***** ***** ***

NOTE: Today (2006) the Druze are spread over many countries of the world.  They are in (Approximately):

· Lebanon 


= 265,000

· Syria


= 325,000

· Jordan


=   30,000

· Palestine


=   70,000

· North America

=   25,000

· South America

=   10,000

· Africa


=   15,000

· Arab Countries

=   35,000

· Europe


=   10,000

· Others


=   10,000

· TOTAL (Approximately)
= 795,000

Known as “The Few, the Proud, the Mo’wa’he’Doon Druze.

       It is a well-known fact that the people of the Arab World do not struggle with understanding each other. Thus, they lack unity. 


The history of the Druze is not very well understood by other groups and very few attempts are made to remedy this situation. Each group is separated from the others. 

 Hate and Ignorance are the parents of Bigotry and discrimination. Unfortunately, those parents are well rooted in our world.  


This is a major factor in the life of the people in the Arab World, and the reason why they cannot co-exist in peace. Therefore, I decided to fight ignorance hoping that will help to eradicate hate. 


So to those who would like to know more about the Druze Faith and people, I present with modesty, and briefly, some of the historic facts about us:

1. Founder of Lebanon

According to Stephan El Dweihi, The History of the Maw arena (Maronites), (1860). 

“Early in the Seventeenth century, Emir Fakhreddine II, a Druze from the Shouf Mountains of Lebanon, was able to create greater Lebanon, which extended from Al-Aqaba in Egypt to Torous in Turkey. He united the Lebanese people under one Nation. During his era, Druze, Moslems, Christians and Jews were free to practice their religious beliefs without fear, and they lived in freedom and equality”.
2. When Mohamed Ali Pasha, the ruler of Egypt, delegated to his son Ibrahim, in early Nineteenth century, the task of invading the eastern Mediterranean region, it was the Druze who faced him and defeated his army.

3. 1917 Arab Revolution against the Turks

The uprising by the Sharif of Mecca and his son against the Turkish Ottomans occurred in June 1916. With British help under T.E.Lawrence, the revolting army took Mecca and Aqaba. Later, the Arab guerillas, including the Druze, were able in 1918 to capture Damascus, where they setup an Arab government under King Faisal I, son of Sharif Hussein of Mecca.

Sultan Pasha al-Atrash a Druze Leader from Jabal El Druze in Syria (1891-1982), was a Syrian revolutionary and a national leader. Born in al-Qurayya village near Swaida, he participated in battles against the Ottoman Turks during the Arab Revolt. He raised the Arab flag over Damascus upon its liberation on September 29, 1918. 

4. Syrian Revolution against the French, 1925
When Syria came under the French mandate, Sultan Pasha al-Atrash led the Syrian revolution against the French in 1925. After major victories, the revolt ended with al-Atrash leaving Syria for exile in Trans-Jordan (now Jordan) and then Hijaz (now Saudi Arabia). He returned to Syria in May 1937. 

5. Shishakly, the dictator of Syria
In December 1949, Shishakli launched a coup in Syria and ordered the assassination of several national leaders. In addition, Shishakli  dissolved all political parties and banned many newspapers. Some said that he viewed himself as "an Arab Caesar." In mid-1953, Shishakli staged a referendum to elect himself President, but he began to face mounting dissent.

He clashed frequently with the independent-minded Druze minority in the Jabal Druze mountain, and finally in 1954, Shishakli resorted to shelling Druze strongholds to put down this resistance to his rule.

Growing discontent led to another coup, and in Februay, 1954, Shishakli was overthrown. The plotters included members of the disgruntled Druze officers. Leading the anti-Shishakli movement were former President Atassi and the veteran Druze leader Sultan al-Atrash. When the insurgency reached its peak, Shishakli backed down.

He fled to Lebanon, but when the Druze leader Kamal Jumblat threatened to kill him, he fled to Brazil. On September 27, 1964, Shishakli was assassinated in Brazil by a Syrian Druze who sought revenge for the bombardments of Jabal Druze. 
6. The 1958 revoltion in Lebanon
Kamal Jumblatt was born in 1917 in Mukhtara within the Chouf district of Lebanon.  The Jumblatts, a prestigious family in that region, have been traditional leaders of the Lebanese Druze community. His father, the powerful Druze chieftain Fouad Joumblatt, director of the Chouf District, had been assassinated on August 6, 1931.

In 1926, the young Kamal Jumblatt joined the Lazarus Fathers Institute in Aintoura, where he completed his elementary studies in 1928. He achieved his high school diploma, having studied French, Arabic, science and literature, in 1936, and a philosophy diploma in 1937.

Jumblatt then pursued higher studies in France, where he joined the Faculty of Arts at the Sorbonne University and achieved a degree in Psychology & Civil Education, and another degree in Sociology. At the outbreak of World War II in 1939, he returned to Lebanon and continued his studies at St Joseph University, where he obtained a law degree in 1945. In 1949 Jumblatt founded the the Progressive Socialist Party (PSP).

1952-1958 During the presidency of Camille Chamoun, who was pro-Western, he tied Lebanon to the policies of the United States and the United Kingdom, who were at that time involved in the creation of the Baghdad Pact, comprised of Hashemite Iraq, Turkey and Pakistan. This was seen by pan-Arabists as an imperialist coalition. In 1953, Jumblatt was re-elected Deputy for the fourth time. He founded the Popular Socialist Front the same year and led the opposition against the new President, Camille Chamoun. 

Jumblatt supported Egypt against an attack by Israel, France, and the United Kingdom in the Suez War of 1956, while Chamoun and some sectors of the Maronite Christian elite in Lebanon tacitly supported the invasion. The sectarian tensions of Lebanon greatly increased in this period and both sides began to brace for violent conflict.

Two years later, Jumblatt was one of the main leaders of a major political uprising against Chamoun’s Maronite-dominated government.  The uprising soon escalated into street fights and guerilla attacks. While the revolt reflected a number of political and sectarian conflicts, it had a pan-Arabist ideology and was heavily supported through Syria by the newly formed United Arab Republic. The uprising ended after the United States intervened on the side of the Chamoun government and sent a Marine contingent to occupy Beirut. A political settlement followed by which Fuad Chehab was appointed new President of the Republic.

7. The Lebanese Civil War
In April 1975, a series of tit-for-tat killings culminated in a Phalangist massacre of Palestinian guerillas.  This prompted full scale fighting in Beirut. In August 1975, Kamal Jumblatt declared a program to reform the Lebanese political system.  The Lebanese National Movement (LNM), which was lead by Kamal Jumblatt, openly challenged the government's legitimacy. In October, a new round of fighting broke out and quickly spread throughout the country: the Lebanese Civil War had begun.

During the period of 1975-1976, Kamal Jumblatt acted as the main leader of the Lebanese opposition in the war, and with the aid of the PLO, the LNM rapidly gained control over nearly 70% of Lebanon. This prompted Syrian intervention, especially since the Assad regime feared a collapse of the Christian-dominated order. Some 40,000 Syrian soldiers invaded Lebanon in 1976 and quickly smashed the LNM's favorable position; a truce was declared, and the fighting subsided. The conflict remained unsolved, however, and by 1977, violence began escalating once again. On March 16, 1977, Kamal Jumblat was assassinated by the Syrians because he refused their plans to desolve Lebanon.

After the death of Kamal Jumblatt, the Lebanese National Movement (LNM) and the Progressive Socialist Party (PSP) elected Walid Jumblatt, Kamal’s son, as the new leader and chairman, respectively. The (PSP) served as an effective Druze militia, and the (LMN) which consists of all the other political parties. Walid Jumblat who was under thirty years of age followed in the steps of his late father and build excellent ties with the Soviet Union. Walid Jumblatt united the Druze and the (LNM) and was able to secure  for them a large amount of military hardware and arms from the Soviet Union.

The civil war went on sparadically and Lebanon was divided into many reagions, each region was controlled by the religious majority in it. Walid Jumblatt excelled and proved to be a strong and intelligent leader worthy of the responsibilities bestowed upon him at a young age.
In 1982, the Israeli army invaded Lebanon and reinstated the power in Lebanon back to the Phalangists and their allies. The civil war continued  and the balance of power shifted to the Phalangists. 

In 1983, the war raged once again as the Israelis withdrew from most of Lebanon, and the PSP and LNM began to regain control of their territories. 

The Taif Agreement of 1989 marked the beginning of the end of the war. In January, a committee appointed by the Arab League, chaired by Kuwait and included Saudi Arabia, Algeria, and Morocco, began to formulate solutions to the conflict. This led to a meeting of Lebanese parliamentarians in Ta'if, Saudi Arabia, where they agreed to the national reconciliation accord in October. The agreement provided a large role for Syria in Lebanese affairs. Returning to Lebanon, they ratified the agreement on November 4 and elected Rene Mouawad as President the following day. Military leader Michel Aoun in East Beirut refused to accept Mouawad, and denounced the Taif Agreement.

Mouawad was assassinated 16 days later in a car bombing in Beirut on November, 22nd, as his motorcade returned from Lebanese independence day ceremonies. He was succeeded by the Elias Hrawi (who remained in office until 1998). Aoun again refused to accept the election and dissolved Parliament.

On January 16, 1990, General Aoun ordered all Lebanese media to cease using such terms as "President" or "Minister" to describe Hrawi and other participants in the Taif government. The Lebanese Forces, which had grown into a rival powerbroker in the Christian parts of the capital, protested by suspending all its broadcasts. Aoun shut down other newspapers who refused to comply (Harris, 268). Tension with the LF grew as Aoun feared that the militia was planning to link up with the Hrawi administration.

In early 1990, Aoun's forces clashed with the LF, after the general stated that it was in the national interest for the government to "unify the weapons" (i.e. that the LF must submit to his authority as acting head of state). This brought fierce fighting to East Beirut, and, although the LF made initial advances, the inter-Christian battles eventually sapped the militia of most of its fighting strength. It then turned to Syria for support.

In August 1990, the Lebanese Parliament, which didn't heed Aoun's order to dissolve, and the new president agreed on constitutional amendments embodying some of the political reforms envisioned at Taif. The National Assembly expanded to 128 seats and was for the first time divided equally between Christians and Muslims.

As Saddam Hussein focused his attention on Kuwait, Iraqi supplies to Aoun dwindled.

In October, Syria launched a major operation involving its army, air force and Lebanese allies against Aoun's stronghold around the presidential palace, where hundreds of Aoun supporters were executed . It then cleared out the last Aounist pockets, cementing its hold on the capital. Aoun fled to the French Embassy in Beirut, and later into exile in Paris. He was not able to return until May 2005.

William Harris claims that the Syrian operation could not have taken place until Syria had reached an agreement with the United States.  And, in exchange for support against the Iraqi regime of Saddam Hussein in the Gulf War, the U.S. would convince Israel not to confront Syrian fighter jets approaching Beirut. Aoun claimed in 1990 that the United States "has sold Lebanon to Syria"

In March 1991, parliament passed an amnesty law that pardoned all political crimes prior to its enactment. The amnesty was not extended to crimes perpetrated against foreign diplomats or certain crimes referred by the cabinet to the Higher Judicial Council. In May 1991, the militias (with the important exception of Hezbollah) were dissolved, and the Lebanese Armed Forces began to slowly rebuild themselves as Lebanon's only major non-sectarian institution.

Lebanon still bears the deep scars of its civil war. In all, it is estimated that more than 100,000 people were killed, and another 100,000 injured. Approximately, 900,000 people, representing one-fifth of the pre-war population, were displaced from their homes. Perhaps a quarter of a million emigrated permanently. Thousands of land mines remain buried in the previously contested areas.

Since the end of the civil war, the country has progressed towards rebuilding its political institutions and regaining its national sovereignty. Also, it established a political system that gives Muslims a greater voice in the political process. Many critics, however, charge that the new arrangements institutionalized sectarian divisions in the government. However, the 2006 Israeli-Lebanon conflict has largely "rolled back the clock" on Lebanese infrastructure and recreated similar problems created by the civil war.

8. The Syrian occupation of Lebanon
It is one of several times during the period 1976-2005 when Syria had a military presence and significant control over Lebanon. Some dispute the term "occupation", especially since Syria originally entered the country at the request of the Lebanese government.

During the Lebanese Civil War, Lebanon requested Syrian assistance as an Arab peacekeeping force. The Arab League agreed to send a peacekeeping force mostly formed by Syrian troops. Initially Syria's mission was to protect the Christians. Two years later, in 1978, Syria changed its position and sided with the PLO. Syrian forces remained in Lebanon, exercising considerable influence over its government from 1990 to 2005.

After the Israeli withdrawal from southern Lebanon and the death of Hafez Al-Assad in 2000, the Syrian occupation faced fierce criticism and resistance from the Lebanese population. The occupation ended on April 26th, 2005, after the Cedar Revolution (lead by Walid Jumblatt, Saad Hariri, and other patriots), which took place as a reaction to the assassination of former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri on  February 14th, 2005.

*** ***** ***** ***

Throughout our history, the Druze “Rejected the villain and aggressor”. this embodies the fourth commandment of our Faith.

 We believe that we are born free, and we should preserve this privilege granted to the entire human race by God. We treasure our freedom and are willing to defend it vigorously.

When we go to war, we do that to defend our loved ones and ourselves. We do not go to war to die but to face and halt aggression.

Throughout our history, we never began a war but were able to end all the wars against us with our honor and integrity intact.

We seek peace, and we do not have any animosity against anyone or any group. When the Christian missionaries came to Lebanon during the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries, they were turned away by most of the Lebanese groups, even by Christians. Those missionaries were all welcomed in Druze areas. That is a proof of our belief in freedom, tolerance, and the respect of all religions.

Our Arab origin and status cannot be challenged by anyone. Throughout history, we were the defenders of all Arab causes. We maintain the pure Arab origin in us by discouraging inter-marriage with the Turks and other occupiers. We are considered the purest of the Arabs. 

We fought very hard against the Turks and achieved independence from them on many occasions.

When the Zionists controlled Palestine in 1947, the Palestinian Druze fought very hard against them. The Palestinian Druze were shocked when the leaders of the Arab countries asked the Palestinians to flee their own country and promising to send them back to Palestine after they defeat the Zionists. This did not happen. The Arabs lost the war to the Zionists and the Palestinians became refugees in the host Arab neighboring countries. Concurrently, the Palestinian refugees were deprived of all their rights.  

Those Arab countries kept promising the Palestinians that they would liberate Palestine and send them back. After six wars, the promise of liberating Palestine has still not been achieved.

It is a well-known fact that there was not a single Palestinian Druze who deserted Palestine. They stayed there and refused to surrender to the Zionist’s control. They boycotted the authorities and refused to merge with them, waiting for the Arabs countries to come to their rescue. 

Again, this did not happen, the Arabs did not liberate Palestine, and the Palestinians in the occupied Palestine were forgotten. 

In addition, those Palestinians who fled could not return to Palestine and became refugees with no hope. Many of these refugees immigrated to western nations and were naturalized. The rest remained in the Arab countries, living in tents and crowded camps, deprived of the minimum services, with the exception of the minor aid they would receive from the United Nation.

The Palestinian Druze continued to defy the new rulers until 1956. Then they became desperate and could not wait for the Arab promise of liberation. Finally, they became citizens of the new nation of Israel, as all the rest of the Arab Palestinians. 

In spite of the of the opposition of the majority of the Palestinian Druze, a minority of them (like many other Palestinian Arabs) became involved with the Israeli occupiers and joined the Israeli Army. The Druze in Palestine considered this minority as selfish traitors who were seeking personal benefits by accepting and cooperating with the Israelis; such is the opinion of most Druze around the world.

In 1967, another war between the Arabs and Israel reignited. Israel captured the Golan Heights from Syria. Since the majority of the Golan Height population are Druze, there was initial resistance to this new occupation; however, the resistance faltered and was vanquished as the Druze did not receive any help from the Syrian authorities or any Arab country,  

In 1973, another war broke out between the Arab countries and Israel; yet, the Arab nations could not liberate the Golan Heights or other occupied lands. 

Since 1974, there has never been a single battle between Syria and Israel on their borders. The Druze of the Golan Heights are desperate; still they reject the occupation and refuse the Israeli identity. 
In Lebanon it was the Druze who protected the Palestinians from the conspiracies of the rest of the Lebanese groups. The Christians fought the Palestinians (their aggression was highlighted by the massacre of more than one thousand five hundred men, women, and children in Sabra and Shatila Camp). The Syrians fought the Palestinians (their aggression was highlighted when they and the Christians massacred over five thousand men, women, and children in Tell el Zaatar camp). The Shi’aa fought the Palestinians (the war of the camps, when they bombarded them for many weeks killing men, women, and children). Only the Druze stood by them to the end.
Conclusion:

In certain situations, the vanquished can become envious of the strong and the achievers.  Thus, they can resort to several methods to harm the Achievers. Since they cannot do that directly, they resort to accusations, rumors, and falsifying the truth. That is why some of these losers accuse the Druze of collaborating with the Israelis. Of course, these false accusations are meant to demean the Druze. However, our strength is pillared by our righteousness and truthfullnes, and nothing will shake our pride and confidence.  

To reiterate, hate and ignorance are the parents of bigotry, and I hope that the proven historical information mentioned above, will enlighten the vanquished and turn their hate to love and their envy to achievement. 

*** ***** * ***** ***
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