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Topic:   An Ever-Teacher and An Ever-Learner
General Purpose:  To inform

Specific Purpose:  To inform the class of how my Japanese professor influence me on having a proper attitude toward foreign cultures.

Central Idea:  By knowing the story about how I met and got familiar with my Japanese professor, one could see a living example of how the speaker changing from a whining college student to a confident ever-learner by her intelligent Mentor-like professor.
Residual Message:  Dealing with foreign language and culture may cause frustration and depression at times, but it could also bring out lots of fun, it all depends on your attitude – be bold and don’t be afraid to make mistakes, and keep learning!
Outline:
Introduction:  “Konichiwa.  Minasan genki desuka?  Kyou no daimoku wa watashino sensei desu.  Okay so you probably don’t understand what I was just saying.  If you still remember, my third language is Japanese.  I couldn’t speak any Japanese two years ago, but I can at least make a simple conversation with a Japanese now, all because I’ve met my Japanese professor, Dr. John Mertz.  YES he is an AMERICAN.  He not only teaches me about Japanese language and culture, but also teaches me a proper attitude toward foreign cultures.  About two years ago I first came to US.  After half of the semester, one day I decided to learn Japanese.  Maybe because I was tired of English, maybe I just wanted to learn something closer to my home, Hong Kong.  I’d been confronting with misunderstandings because of language barrier and cultural differences, and I always felt I was an outsider.  I became a silent and shy girl who liked to stay in my little world alone.  In order to “escape” from English, I went to Dr. Mertz’s office and asked if he could add me in his class.  When he knew I am from Hong Kong, before asking my student information or my previous experience on Japanese, he asked me to write down my Chinese name, which I did.  Then he grabbed that piece of paper and read, GO GAI ZEN, which is the Japanese pronunciation of my name.  He read it again and again, very intoxicated.  And I thought, oh my god, this man is crazy!
Anyways, I got put into his class.  But the more I went to his class, the more I figured out that there was a great enthusiasm under his craziness.  He just knows so well about ANYTHING about Japan.
Main Point 1:  He has a good way to teach foreign language and he is a good teacher generally.
a. He always links the language (grammar, sentence structure, vocabulary, etc.)  with the culture.  Even some students think he tends to be off-track, but I think it’s good since language is part of a nation’s culture, it helps you to learn a language better.   And learning culture is FUN!
b. He is open-minded and friendly.  Don’t be hesitated to challenge him in class, he would be happy with that – he sees it as a chance to learn from different people.

c. He is more than willing to help as many students as he can.  It sounds weird, but when you see he is always in his office – even it is not in his office hour – and there are students chatting with him all the time.  He is always welcome students to drop by his office and talk with him.  Also when you walk by Harrelson and see there is a 
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classroom full of students and some of them are sitting on the floor because there are not enough seats, it is probably his Japanese class – he has an obstinacy of over-enrollment.
→Transition:  As I progressed through his class, I learned that he is such a great teacher and I knew I would learn a lot from him.  I started dropping by his office more and more often, and I found out he is not only familiar with Japanese language and culture, but many other things.
Main Point 2:  He knows Eastern Asian culture even more than people born and raised in Asia.
a. Besides Japanese, he also knows things about China, Taiwan, Korea, generally the whole Eastern Asia.  He believes that in order to know anything about Japan, it is essential to also know the countries around it, because they must be strongly related, especially historically, which I really agree with.
b. I’ve been studying Chinese literature and history for years, thus the conversation between me and him, besides Japanese, is often Chinese.  As Chinese character consists in Japanese, he knows quite well about it.  He has even read a book about Confucius, in old Chinese, which impressed me a lot.
→Transition:  Even Mertz has already known so well about Asian culture, he never feels satisfied.  He keeps learning as much as he can.

Main Point 3:  He is never tired of teaching, as well as learning.
a. I remember once he said to me that he was reading a classical Japanese book, with the foreword written in old Chinese by a Chinese man.  He couldn’t understand it thoroughly and asked me if he could make an appointment with me so that I could explain it to him.  I felt so happy that I could my teacher something I am familiar with.  That was my first time to teach Chinese in English.  Some months after that, I went teaching Chinese in a Chinese school.

b. Last year once I dropped by his office when he was making the syllabus for a literature class in spring.  I recommended a Chinese literature which I’ve just read last summer and said he ought to read it since it was so great.  Some weeks later he told me he had read the English translation of it and had put it into the syllabus.  I was surprised and thrilled. I am taking his class now and we are going to read that book next week.  I am so looking forward to it.
Conclusion:  I really learn a lot of things from Dr. Mertz.  I would say he is not only my teacher but also my Mentor.  From him I know I should never be coward when facing cultural differences.  The world is fun because of its varieties, and learning these varieties brings out lots of fun.  It all depends on your attitude.  Be bold and never be afraid to make mistakes.  If anyone is interested to meet this great teacher you can go straightly to room 137 in 1911 building, he loves to meet new people.  However make sure you have enough time before you go there, as he is an expert in Japanese, but he is also an expert in rambling.
