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Topic:   
General Purpose:  To persuade
Specific Purpose:  To persuade the class that it is worthy to study abroad.
Central Idea:  By stating various questions and myths students may be concerned about studying abroad as well as providing the solutions and truth, in addition to introduce what advantage do American students have, plus the speaker’s own experience, audience should know that studying abroad can bring out intellectual development, personal development, and a new international perspective.
Residual Message:  
Outline:
Introduction:  Question: how many of you enjoy watching Discovery Channel or National Geographic Channel?  Good, same here, I like watching it too.  Which kind of programs attracts you the most?  Nature and conservation?  Science and space?  Animals?  Or Travel?  I’m not a science person, I know nothing about physics nor chemistry.  I’m more like a “person-person”.  I’m interested in something related to people, something about humanity, so I enjoy watching those TV programs about travel.  I’m an international student, which means I’m studying abroad.  
Main Point 1:  American, don’t you know you have the absolute advantage?
a.  As everybody should know, English is the international language.  People from different places who speak different language, if they don’t know the other ones’ language, mostly, they communicate through English.  
→Transition:  As I progressed through his class, I learned that he is such a great teacher and I knew I would learn a lot from him.  I started dropping by his office more and more often, and I found out he is not only familiar with Japanese language and culture, but many other things.
Main Point 2:  He knows Eastern Asian culture even more than people born and raised in Asia.
a. Besides Japanese, he also knows things about China, Taiwan, Korea, generally the whole Eastern Asia.  He believes that in order to know anything about Japan, it is essential to also know the countries around it, because they must be strongly related, especially historically, which I really agree with.
b. I’ve been studying Chinese literature and history for years, thus the conversation between me and him, besides Japanese, is often Chinese.  As Chinese character consists in Japanese, he knows quite well about it.  He has even read a book about Confucius, in old Chinese, which impressed me a lot.
→Transition:  Even Mertz has already known so well about Asian culture, he never feels satisfied.  He keeps learning as much as he can.

Main Point 3:  He is never tired of teaching, as well as learning.
a. I remember once he said to me that he was reading a classical Japanese book, with the foreword written in old Chinese by a Chinese man.  He couldn’t understand it thoroughly and asked me if he could make an appointment with me so that I could explain it to him.  I felt so happy that I could my teacher something I am familiar with.  That was my first time to teach Chinese in English.  Some months after that, I went teaching Chinese in a Chinese school.

b. Last year once I dropped by his office when he was making the syllabus for a literature class in spring.  I recommended a Chinese literature which I’ve just read last summer and said he ought to read it since it was so great.  Some weeks later he told me he had read the English translation of it and had put it into the syllabus.  I was surprised and thrilled. I am taking his class now and we are going to read that book next week.  I am so looking forward to it.
Conclusion:  I really learn a lot of things from Dr. Mertz.  I would say he is not only my teacher but also my Mentor.  From him I know I should never be coward when facing cultural differences.  The world is fun because of its varieties, and learning these varieties brings out lots of fun.  It all depends on your attitude.  Be bold and never be afraid to make mistakes.  If anyone is interested to meet this great teacher you can go straightly to room 137 in 1911 building, he loves to meet new people.  However make sure you have enough time before you go there, as he is an expert in Japanese, but he is also an expert in rambling.
