E2

Clearly summarise what is already known in the area of your project

My project is on euthanasia.  I picked this topic because it is relevant in today’s society and there is a lot of information about it in newspapers, the Internet and in books. 

The word Euthanasia comes from two Greek words, ‘eu’ and ‘thanatos’, which means good death. The word now has come to mean gentle and easy death. 

There are many types of euthanasia:

Active euthanasia which is the intervention by a doctor

Passive euthanasia is to deliberately withholding or withdrawing medical treatment 

Voluntary euthanasia is when the person who wants to die asks to have euthanasia performed on them.

Involuntary euthanasia is when the life is ended without the person’s permission. This is murder 

Non-voluntary euthanasia is to end the life of a patient who is not capable of giving permission, in theses cases the next of kin gives permissions for them to do this. 

Closely associated with voluntary euthanasia is physician-assisted suicide but the doctor does not help them die but prescribes drugs, which taken irresponsibly can kill them. 

In England there is a legal document called the “living will” in which a person can express their wishes to the use of life support and can be referred to should the person be unable to say their wishes when the time comes to end their life. A living will only goes into effect when two doctors agree that a patient can’t make the medical decisions. Also that the patient's medical circumstances are within the guidelines specified by the living will law.

Typically, living wills are to direct loved ones and doctors to discontinue life-sustaining measures such as intravenous feeding, mechanical and respirators that the patient wouldn’t want if they were able to say so themselves. If the wish of the person is not clear life support may be continued indefinitely. This can also be difficult for the doctors to carry out because of hospital policies, fear of liability and their moral beliefs, even if the family believes the patient's wishes would be otherwise. Living wills are often used in conjunction with a health care proxy, which authorises a previously chosen person to make health-care decisions in the event of incapacity. 

A new bill was put followed in the House of Lords on assisted dying by Lord Joffe, a retired human rights lawyer, and a member of the Voluntary Euthanasia Society of England and Wales. It proposed that for individuals who were "suffering unbearably as a result of a terminal illness”. This was discussed extensively in the House of Lords in June, but a vote was never taken.

The original Assisted Dying for the Terminally ill Bill will only permit euthanasia for terminally ill patients who were able to administer a lethal drug themselves. Doctors will only be able to administer a lethal injection if the patient is unable to commit suicide. Also two doctors have to agree the best course of action. There are other countries that have similar bill.

One of the first countries to legalise euthanasia was Belgium. They have a law very similar to the bill in England, which sates that two doctors have to agree that euthanasia is the best course of action for the patient. New figures from the Federal Ministry for Public Health shows that in the first year of legalised euthanasia in Belgium there have been 203 cases recorded. This can be seen as quite an achievement for the country has not had a rise in the number of murders or faced any real problems in the community. Ordinary health care as continued without any fear of wrongful death. However a Federal Health Minister said patients and doctors need more information about euthanasia and because of this the Public Health Ministry is now examining how patients and doctors are informed about this issue in the Netherlands compared to Belgium. The Belgians do not differentiate between medical voluntary euthanasia and medically assisted. 

Though Belgium has successfully legalised euthanasia, there is still some debate to whether or not euthanasia is morally right. Many groups of people argue that it is a very “slippery slope”. They argue that if it becomes common practise then people may try to abuse the law and kill people unnecessarily. Religious groups feel that it goes against god. Life is sacred and only he has the power to take it way.          

Euthanasia originally meant ‘ a gentle and easy death’ this refers to an act Belgian law says that how the hastened death shall be carried out is a private matter between doctor and patient. 

