E3

Identify the ethical issues that are relevant to your project

Issues that are related to death are always going to have arguments for and against it. Euthanasia is no exception. For years there has be debates to whether or not euthanasia is the right solution.

There are many different sides to the ethical issues that is euthanasia. One of which is the church. The bible states the taking a human life is wrong. Christians believe that only God is able to decide when a person should die. By taking this course of action they feel that the person will not go to heaven and god will be upset that it was done and punish the family. Also God is all knowing and may have had some reason to keep the person alive.

Another augment against the open practise of euthanasia is that if it were legalised. People may treat it like a loophole and try to commit involuntary euthanasia, this would be carrying out euthanasia on someone who didn’t want it. They could go to court and say that the person wanted to die and that it was euthanasia. They could also try to fake a living will document so it looked like they had the permission of the person. This would therefor see a rise in the murders.

Some people believe it could have damaging affects on the society.  The community spirits and respect for elderly people can decline. Many people will see that being old is unnecessary. Also elderly people may not go into hospital because of fear of having euthanasia performed on them. This could lead to more elderly people suffering in the homes which could indirectly lead to more deaths. 

There is also a fear that the efforts to find cures and improving palliative care will diminish. If there is an alternative way to having to provide expensive care and being able to free up hospital beds then is the government going to back it? if they can use euthanasia on people then the urgency and determination to find new ways to prolong life and help cure terminal illness will go down.

Doctors who carry out euthanasia have it on their conscience for the rest of their life. They have also taken the Hippocratic oath, which sates that they will do everything in their power to keep a person alive. They may not be able to cope with this strain of having to end someone’s life when they could live for a year or so more on life support. By which time they may have another way to help the person.

The humanists feel that the quality of life and respect for personal autonomy of a person is very important. This leads to the conclusion that voluntary euthanasia is morally the right course of action. Due to advances of medical technology a person’s life can be sustained indefinitely which diminishes the person’s quality of life completely, they are unable to carry out the basic functions which you and I take for granted. They also feel that a person should have the right to choose when to die when in extreme pain, suffering, a sense of helplessness and loss of personal dignity.     

Euthanasia can also lessen the strain on the person’s family. The person doesn’t want to be a burden to their loved ones therefor want to end their life so they do not have to be looked after 24hours a day. This is why the is the living will document it allows the persons wishes to be herd even when they are unable to say it themselves.
