C1 Assess the importance of influences on the child’s development

One thing that can influence a child’s development is the child’s parents, a child’s parent or carer spends most time with the child in the early stages of development. This means that a child is likely to copy this person other others. Therefore if the parent is well spoken, mannered and behaves in a good way, the child is likely to too. On the other hand if the child’s parent or main care giver is aggressive, poorly educated and violent. The child is going to be too. 

E.g. if the child sees the father hit other members of the family then the child is going to think that this is expectable behaviour and also hit other members of the family. 

From this it is ease to tell, good influence from a parent or carer is important for a child to grow up and have a successful life, it is very important because when a child moves into education, it will be easer for the child if they have already learnt how to treat others. It is also important that they have learn how to speak on some level, if the parents of the child have shown the child that it is ok to swear, then when the child goes to school and gets told off for using such words, the child will become confused as to why he/she is getting told off, as it is expectable at home. This can then make the child not want to go to school and to misbehave in other areas of school, which can lead to the child not having a good education which means he/she may not be able to get as far in later life. Also the child may grow to dislike his parents because the are the reason they are getting told off at school, this could lead to the child misbehaving and being hit or abused by the parent. This makes the child less likely to do well in school or at home. 

However this can be partly solved by other influences, if the child gets to see other members of the family then they may copy parts of what they say.

E.g. if the child gets to see their grandmother and the child sees that their grandmother dose not swear or hit other people, then the child may think it is wrong, if the child sees the grandmother telling off the child’s parents for swearing then the child is also going to know that swearing is wrong.

From this it is ease to see that other people can have an effect on how a child sees how things are done, this is good because it helps the child to over come problems at home and school, and because they have seen that their grandmother dose not like swearing, then they will not be as confused when they are told off at school for swearing. Therefore will not hate school and will get good education. Hence development is not damaged too much.

Another influence on a child, a parent has is opportunity. If a child is given plenty of opportunity to interact with others of their own age and older then they will know how to interact with them at school and will also be able to develop skills, such as fine motor skills. If they are given things to climb on and to test their understanding of things then they will develop cognitively. If however the child is locked away then they will not learn how to talk to others and how to use different parts of their body.

E.g. if a child is kept in one room with nothing to stimulate them, they will not learn object manipulation (how to pick things up and put them where they want). They will not learn co-ordination of their hands, feet and eyes.

If a child has a climbing frame or has access to one in a park, then the child can build up body strength, judgement of gaps and ability to move whilst they are climbing. For the reason above, opportunities play an important part in the child’s development. It helps develop skills involving the body and mind. It is good to give children a lot of opportunities, so they can learn about themselves. If this dose not happen a child can have difficulties in school because other children will have learnt how to do some thing and they will get left out because they can not do it. This means that if a child is not given opportunities the there development will suffer.   

A further problem, which can influence a child’s development, is disability. It can be hard for a child to copy a parent or carer if they can not process the information. It also can be hard for a child to interact with others.

E.g. if a child is blind they are not going to be able to watch others doing something and be able to pick it up, however a child who is blind, is still able to learn how to do such things, if they are shown. This can take longer which can still slow development down, the child is likely to be a year behind a normal child’s development. This shows that this is not as bad for the child’s development than if the child had not had chance to climb, and meat new people.

If a child is deaf, then the child is going to be unable to pick up how to talk to others from their parent or carer. This can prove to make things more difficult for the child when the go to school because they will not, without help be able to hear what the teacher is saying or what other children may be saying. This therefor can make learning new skills difficult. This can slow down a child’s development so that it is two years under the norms. This with help can be lessened, if the child has an hearing aid and can learn other ways to communicate. So may not have as greater impact on the child’s development.   

Physical disabilities can also hinder a child’s developments because they are unable to develop hand, eye co-ordination by picking things up, moving them and staking them. The are unable to explore their surrounding which means they will mot develop mentally as well as other children. The effects on development of a child with a physical disability can be lessened with the help of a good carer who can help the child to develop by explaining things and taking the time to show the child what some thing is like by bring it to them.                

If a child is mentally handicapped, it can make learning difficult, as they may not grasp a concept so will not be able to learn it, or the child may be able to grasp the task but would take longer than the norm. For this reason development is slowed down but is not lost.    

Genetic conditions can hinder a child’s development quite a lot, genetic disorders can be terminal, for this reason children can spend a lot of time in hospital and a lot of time at home in bed. Cystic fibrosis is a build up of mucus in the air pipe, this makes the child unable to play fast games and in some cases makes it hard for a child to even get up in the mornings. Cystic fibrosis and other illnesses like it make it difficult for children to learn new skills, to go out and ride a bike or hang out with other children. It makes going to school difficult too, there are specialist school which are designed to help children with such illnesses, they can teach them like any other child but at a slower rate which allows for time spent away at hospital. They can provide the same support as a parent, which gives the parents a brake. 

Environmental factors can in some cases hinder a child’s learning and development. In some cases certain environmental factors can aid the child to learn things quicker E.g. Terry learnt how to walk up and down stairs quicker than the norms because she lived in a flat on the top floor and had to use the stairs every time she went out. Children with lots of space will learn how to manipulate their body quicker others however this can be combated when the child goes into formal care like a school or when they are out in other places I.e. parks, family/ friends house.  Also if the child has toys they can learn the some skills as in park but on a smaller scale. This may take a bit longer but will not effect the overall development of the child.   

Behavioural problems of the child can stunt the development of the child, if a child has a fear of separation, the child is going to make going to school difficult as he/she is not going to want to leave to go into class. If a child is attention seeking, they are going to want the attention of the teacher all of the time the child is in the class. Both of these types of behavioural problems will make it hard for the child to learn skills as the will be crying or will have been sent out for misbehaving. If a child gets frustrated with itself, they can become upset and will not be paying attention so will be unable to keep up in class or in a park.       

