E2 Describe the major influences on the child’s development 

There are many things that can influence how a child develops. One of which is the amount of opportunities the child is presented with. If the child is locked away without any human interaction, the child will not know how to behave around other people. They would not have learnt how to show affection, how to communicate and how to express feelings. If a parent takes a child out to lots of different places, the child can see how others behave, and can gain the confidence to explore new situations and surroundings. This also gives a child a chance to overcome any shyness they may have. They can do that by having their parents introduce them and showing that that person is ok, then the child will think that they have no need to by shy as their parents like the person.

Taking a child on lots of different activities will help them to develop their physical skills. If they go to parks they will use climbing frames which will help to build muscular strength and hand eye coronation. If they take part in ball games then they will also improve their hand eye coronation. If they are aloud to build sandcastles or play with doll. Then they are using their imagination which will help them to understand why people do things E.g. if a child plays with a doll they are taking on a motherly role which will teach them of the need of the human body such as food and water.

The informal care of the child’s parents is also a big influence on how the child develops, its is a very good idea for the reasons above for the parent to take their child out to interacted with others. However it is the parents who spend the most time with the child so they are the people the child is likely to copy and learn from. Therefore if the parents are well mannered, polite, well educated and responsible the child is likely become well mannered because that is all they have learnt. This can also hinder development, for if the child’s parent’s art not very well mannered and educated then the child is not going to have a good example to fallow.

The ability of a parent to teach their child to be polite, ask nicely for things and share, this will help the child to mix and get on better with other children at nursery and out playing. This will in tern teach them to express themselves better E.g. if a child wants to say thank you and they have not been tort how to do it then they may get frustrated and angry. Then the carer may misinterpret this anger and tell the child off this could then stop the child from wanting to learn how to say thank you.    

Disabilities can also have an influence on a child’s development. It can be very hard for a child to learn how to        

Do things if they can not process how another person does them E.g. if a child is deaf they can not hear the words being pronounced properly therefor will not say them properly, they will say them how they hear them.

If a child is blind they will not be able to explore their surroundings in the same way as a child who can see. This will stop their ability to play independently, and will increases their need to have a parent in the same room. They will also not learn how to climb on things, which will lesson their muscle growth and co-ordination. 

If a child has a disability such as cerebral palsy, the child will not have any control over their limbs. This will stop them from playing without they aid of a parent. They can not learn things that others take for granted E.g. how to be potty trained, how to walk and how to express themselves through play. 

A child can be mentally handicap, if a child has no physical disabilities, which could hinder their learning, but they are still not learning at a normal rate, they could have a mental handicap, and this is coursed by the child having a low IQ. An average child has an IQ of 100. If a child has an IQ between 50 and 70 they are mildly educationally subnormal. If the child’s IQ is below 50 then they are severely educationally subnormal. These children can learn school subjects but they must be taught at a much slower rate. This therefore means that their over all development will be a lot slower.

Genetic conditions can also effect a child’s development, if a child has cystic fibroses, which is an illness which stops the child from breathing well, the child is going to be unable to play fast games with others. He/she is not going to be able to ride a bike or climb which will effect learn hand, eye co-ordination, balance and object manipulation. Going to school will also prove difficult because the child will need constant care and supervision, however there are formal care organisations that can help.  

There are specialist school which have carers who deal with illnesses like cystic fibroses all the time so can offer the education the child needs and provide the care the child needs as well. The child’s development will be slower than the norms because of trips to the hospital and when the illness becomes very bad. 

Environmental factors can effect how a child develops. If a child lives in a certain type of home, the child is likely to adapt and learn some things quicker then others. E.g. if a child lives in a flat then they are likely to learn how to walk up stairs quicker than other children, if a child lives in a bungalow then they are likely to take longer to learn how to climb up stairs. This can be combated when the child is given other opportunities to go places that have stairs. Also a child is likely to pick up how to walk quicker if there is furniture for them to pull themselves up with and to use for balance, if a child lives in a home where they are unable to do this it may take them longer. This can also be aided by letting the child go to other places which he can climb on the furniture or has walking aids like toy prams/ strollers. 

Some children have a tendency to have ‘temper tantrums’. They can scream, bite, kick or do something a little less dramatic such as not eating their dinner. A study was undertaken in New York and 40% of  the children studied were fine to handle, were easy going and a joy to have however over half of the children studies were a bit more difficult to control. 10% were very hard to control from birth. These children were difficult toddlers and difficult in school. Generally being negative, extremely loud in both voice and crying and easily frustrated. They also have irregular sleep and feeding patens and find it difficult to deal with change. See table on next page.

Behaviour
Age 2  %
Age 3  %
Age 4  %

Eats too little
50
26
37

Resists going to bed
70
46
56

Awakens during the night
52
52
56

Fights or quarrels 
72
75
92

Hurts younger sibling
44
51
64

Hits others or takes things 
95
92
85

Talks back 
42
73
72

Tells fibs 
2
26
37

Constantly seeking attention 
94
48
42

Cries easily 
79
53
58

Temper outbursts 
83
72
70

Resists sitting to toilet
43
2
2

A child’s behaviour can come from one of seven origins.

1. Attention seeking- children crave attention, if they cant get it by fair means they lower their sights, irritate their parents and gain it by some other annoying act. This is the most common cause of parenting problems.

2. Jealousy and Competition- Toddler can be rather antisocial when attention is on others.
3. Frustration- Toddler’s bodies cannot keep up with their brains. They become frustrated by their own abilities.
4. Fear of Separation- Toddlers enjoy being close to their parents, and be difficult to manage when separated.
5. Reaction to Illness, Tiredness, or Emotional Upset- Toddlers can be irrational, irritable and hard to handle when unwell or upset.
6. Unreal Parent Expectations- Trouble can arise when parents expect a toddler to have adult values.
7. Parental Dramas- Parents themselves can cause problems by exaggerating an unimportant event.
Terry has loving parents who she has bonded and is secure with, they give her lots of opportunities to explore and meat new people. This helps her to develop physically and to overcome any shyness she may have had. This will also help her to learn how to interact with others. She is taken to many places that have things for her to climb on which helps her to build confidence and hand eye co-ordination. 

She also has many toys, which help her to learn through imaginative play. Terry’s parents are also a big influence on her development, Terry learns by copying her parents. From what I have observed her parents use the best language when talking to her, make her use the best language when she talks back to them and encourage her to be well mannered by using please and thank you.  

Terry does not have any mental, physical or genetic disabilities so this does not hinder her learning.    

Terry’s environment is good, she lives in a flat so has learn how to climb stairs well. She has lots of open spaces which she can explore, learn new skills and play. 

She has shown none of the seven types of behavioural problems, and is a well-mannered good child. If she had been a part of the study in New York she would have been in the 40% that were nice good children.     

