E4 explain the purpose of the learning aid for the child 

The most efficient way children learn is through different activities and play therefore it is important to have good aids for this. 

Different toys can be used to help a child develop in many ways, socially, intellectual, emotionally and physically. Toys have to have many qualities for them to work successfully. They have to be:

· Strong and stable 

· Safe and well-constructed 

· Versatile and adaptable 

· Suitable for the ability of the child 

· Suitable for the age of the child 

· Encourage the child to develop its skills

· Is liked by the child and attractive to them 

· Long lasting and durable if expensive 

A toy should always be safe to use and should have 

1. No loose fur

2. No loose parts E.g. buttons/ wheels 

3. Stitched not stapled 

4. A safety mark E.g. kite or lion mark 

5. A suitable age recommendation

6. No splinters

7. No spikes 

8. Lead-free paint 

9. Stability and strength

10. Regular checks to ensure they haven’t become damaged 

11. No sharp edges or corners 

There are many popular toys that act as learning aid one of which is building blocks, blocks are long lasting and can help a child at every stage of development. A young child can find it hard to put one block onto another by trying to do this the child will learn how to use his hands and eyes together, to develop his fine control over muscles which move the fingers. To concentrate as both time and effort is needed to complete the task. He will also learn to persist and to keep practising until he has done this. 

As the child gets older the blocks are used in more imaginative ways e.g. the blocks are made to look like a house or a tower. Blocks can also be used in solitary, parallel, joining in and co-operative play whilst taking part also in creative play.   

Climbing frames can be used in a very similar way to the building blocks, a climbing frame can help to build a child’s hand eye co-ordination, where a child puts his feet, how to balance, how to use his muscles to pull his body up and support his weight. They can be used in solitary, parallel, joining in and co-operation play. A climbing frame can be used when a child is playing physical and imaginative play E.g. turning the climbing frame into a ship or a hotel.

Dolls and soft toys are good learning aid. A doll lets a child become a parent, to learn what it is like to have to care for another person and what that person needs to live such as food and water. Dolls unlike people are always ready to play and do not make demands. A child can also release bottled up emotions on the doll E.g. if the child was punished then the child would punish the doll. If the child is hugging the doll then it may show that the child wants a hug.

Toys with mirrors on are also good learning aids, a mirror can help a child to learn about themselves, how they look in themselves and how they look doing other things. It teaches them self-awareness and self-concept. This toy can be used in solitary and parallel play. 

Toys that are bright and chewable are also good learning aids for very small children, young children like feeling new objects, looking at patterns and feeling soft smooth things. This helps them to learn and become comfortable with their environment and will therefore what to explore it more. This type of toy can be used in solitary, parallel and joining in play. 

Due to the important part toys plays in a child’s development. The correct toy for each child’s ability is very important and has to be considered with every new toy. 

age
Area of development
Suggested toy 

0-6 months 
Object permanence 
Rattles, mobiles, soft toys, musical toys, bath toys and baby mirrors   

6-12 months
Hand –eye, co-ordination, sitting and crawling
Activity mats, activity gyms, stacking beakers, push/ pull toys and building bricks 

12-18 months 
Hand control, speech, walking and balancing 
Books, pop up toys, sand, shape sorters sit on and ride toys

18 months –2 years 
Hand control, speech, walking and balancing and co-ordination 
Simple large jigsaws, balls, books, toys with moving parts, small swing and paddling pool

2-3 years
Fine motor skills and intellectual 
Pencils, crayons, playdough, more complex jigsaw, climbing frame and doll

3-4 years
Fine motor skills, intellectual, Imaginative play and maths concept 
Bike, play tent, dressing up clothes and simple board games 

4-5 years 
Precise hand-eye co-ordination, balance and fine motor skills 


As above and counting games, clock, baking utensils, skipping rope and rollerskates 

Terry is three years old and an appropriate toy for her would be something that teaches her the beginnings of math work and something that will teach her how to put things together E.g. dominoes. Terry is still learning how to play with others so a toy, which could be played with another child, would be a good idea. However the toy should still be able to be played solitarily because she is an only child and will sometimes have no one else to play with. 

The toy I have chosen is picture domino, this will help her to be able to put numbers together. It can be played by just her or with another person. There are pictures on the dominoes, which she can guess what they are, this way she can become familiar with them. They are also mage of large parts which are not easily lost and broken. Dominoes will help her develop cognitively by making her think about the numbers. Emotional by making herself feel proud for completing something and by having her become closer to the people she plays it with and physical by making her use her hands to put the parts down in the right place neatly. 

