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Chapter 13: Japanese Imperialism


*Background of China and Japan’s relationship:
· Japan had once paid tribute to China, and looked to them for culture, authority and respect. Wei zhi, third century CE.  First contact around 57 CE.   

· China loses Ryukyu Islands (Liuqiu/Okinawa) to Japan, 1879. 

· China loses Korea as a tribute state due to the first Sino-Japanese war, 1894-1895.  Both China and Japan sent troops to quell a Japan-inspired revolt in Korea.  Shimonoseki treaty makes Korea independent.  
· Japan’s revolution and constitution becomes a model for China, early 1900s.

· Japan sends troops to quell Boxers in 1900.  

· 1915, Japan submits the 21 demands to China, including demands for territory.  Yuan Shi-kai almost agreed, but citizen refusal and Western pressure forced Japan to rescind in part.  

· During China’s Warlords period (1917-1927), Japan is putting pressure on China.  

· In, 1919, China protests Japan receiving Chinese land (Treaty of Versailles, May Fourth Mvt.).  

*Chapter 13: Identity Clash

· Japan borrowed a lot culturally from China in the past, but now they are trying to assert superiority.  

· Chinese dehumanization on the part of the Japanese.  

· China is powerless in the face of decades of imperialism, “a limp and passive victim (Schoppa 241).”  Still, Japan’s invasion acts as a catalyst for Chinese nationalism; coming together against the invasion.  

· Japan’s imperial period lasts from 1871 (Meiji Rest.)-1945, and served to both jumpstart the economy and providing a means of obtaining the natural resources needed for growth.  

· Japan takes Korea (1910) and Formosa/Taiwan (1895), claiming that they are liberating or protecting them.  (Also, SE Asia).  They take Manchuria in 1931 and set up Manchukuo, and invade main China in 1937.  

· Tōa Dōbun Shoin (東亞同文書院), Shanghai 1901; Japanese and Chinese studies.  

· Language barrier remained a problem, especially via the kanji.  They began to see China as “unchanging”, ignoring evidence that China was indeed transforming.  

· Japan focused on the north and ignored the Nationalist revolution in the south.  They had little involvement with policies at first.

· In the 1920s, China’s nationalists became aggressive against warlords and imperialists.  

· 1929, Jinan Incident: fighting breaks out among troops, killing thousands of Chinese, who come to hate and boycott the Japanese.  

*Japanese Aggression: Manchukuo

· Recall Wild Swans.  

· Since Manchuria was restricted from Chinese settlement, Japan desired it for emigration and raw materials.  Also, a base for further mainland expansion.  

· As Chiang Kai-shek moves north, Japan perceives him as a threat (1928).  

· Zhang Zuolin: warlord of Manchuria, ‘scapegoat’ of the Japanese.  They warned him and Chiang not to ‘force’ Japan to defend ‘peace in Manchuria’.  

· Zhang Xueliang is named commander of the Northeastern Frontier Army, and China tries to establish itself in Manchuria.  

· 1928-1931, tensions increase over small things.  Incidents are blown out of proportion and Japan wants stricter control.  Tokyo loses cotrol over the Japanese actually in the field.  

· Chiang angers his people by letting Manchuria slip into Japanese control and continuing relations.  But he was also trying to deal with the Jiangxi Soviet.  

· Japanese: Skin disease; Communists: heart disease.  

· 1932: Japan’s Manchurian conquest is complete.  Set up puppet government to reduce negative reactions.  Hence Manchukuo “Land of the Manchus”.  

· Japan quits the League of Nations when they are criticized, and Japan has a condemning attitude towards the world.  The Chinese are also angry at Chiang for letting this happen/not being responsible.  

*Chinese Counter-Aggression

· In 1931, the Chinese effectively boycott Japanese goods (by 2/3!), which the Japanese see as an act of aggression.  

· Skirmishes break out in 1932, and many Chinese die compared to few Japanese.  

· From 1933-1937, more anti-Japanese aggression occurs, with the Chinese citizens angry at Chiang’s refusal to act.  

· The Japanese won: Shanhaiguan (important pass), Rehe Province (large land loss), Tanggu truce (negotiated DMZ), Eastern Chahar (lost terr.), Amō doctrine,  He-Umezu (weaken gov.), Qin-Doihara (Jpn free run), Demand for northern 5 province autonomy, Hebei-Cahar council (lose Hebei province; schools close).  

· Chiang slowly begins to consider resisting, but did not want war.    

*The Xi’an Incident

· The Chinese found it foolish to fight themselves (the Communists) when they had the Japanese to worry about, but Chiang still sends his troops and Zhang Xueliang against them.  (1936)

· Zhang refuses to act, so Chiang relieves him and orders further attacks on the Communists.  Instead, Zhang and some troops show up and attack Chiang’s resort.  He escapes, but is later captured and given demands to deal with Japan.  National Salvation Conference, the will of Sun Yat-sen.  

· Nanjin prepares to both negotiate and fight for Chiang.  The Communists also consider how to react; under Stalin’s opinion, they choose to let him live.  Others push for a KMT/CCP united front.  

· Chiang is released on the condition of a UF, but fails to follow through.  He takes Xhang captive/custody.

· When KMT loses (late 1940s), he goes to Taiwan, and later to Hawai’i.  

*Marco Polo Bridge
· 1937, shots fired at Japanese soldiers, who demand to search a town.  Battle breaks out, , and Japan gains control of Tianjin and Beiping.  

· Japan says it will seek a ‘fundamental solution’, and Chiang decides that China must struggle together against them.  

· Japanese is never truly appeased, and demands full respect out of China.  War seems inevitable.  

· When a merchant in murdered in Shanghai, Japan sees it as Anti-Japanese, necessitating action.  

· China, especially Chiang, is left unable to back down.  They can only continue to resist Japan.  
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