   


JOE TURNER’S COME AND GONE
Last month we read a play written by August Wilson called, Joe Turner’s Come and Gone. We have discussed, in class, over the past year, that the past lies with us and is apart of who we are. This theme is strongly developed in the Joe Turner’s Come and Gone. We see this through Harold Loomis, especially when he says “ how you see that? I got a mark on me? Joe Turner marked me where you can see it? You telling me I’m a marked man?

These lines were specifically written by August Wilson, to show us how the past effected the African Americans. These lines show us how when slavery was over African Americans did not know where to go or how to live on their own, just like Harold Loomis. African were slaves for so long that they began depending on others.

Harold Loomis said those lines because Byoum was talking to him about Joe Turner and how he knows what happened. Harold continues to deny that he does not know how to move on without the past. I know this because Harold Loomis would not give up on looking for his wife. He does not know how to move on.

Harold Loomis is not the only one who does not want to move on. There are other African Americans presented in this play. One is Jeremy. Jeremy is a young man, which lives in Seth Holly’s Boarding house with Harold. Jeremy once had a lady he loved which betrayed him and left him, so now Jeremy uses women for his own advantages because he wants the other women to pay for the pain that the love of his life caused him. This just shows how he just can’t go on without the past. Jeremy has not yet grown up.

           Another African American living at Seth Holly’s boarding house is Mattie Campbell. Mattie Campbell cannot get over her husband leaving her, so she falls in the hands of another man who is no good, Jeremy 

This play also shows the way things were during slavery. It shows how when slavery was in effect a lot of families got separated and lost and how African Americans turned their back on eachother, like Rutherford selig. Rutherford would go and find runaway slaves and bring them back to the whites just for his freedom and for money. Know that slavery was over he now works for African American who got separated from their families and he would get paid to find them.

Joe Turner’s Come and Gone shows us how the past can still have an effect on your future. August Wilson has showed us this through Harold Loomis and many African Americans in his play. Another play, which August Wilson shows us how the past affects you, is Fences. 

  Troy (the protagonist) lets his past effect his future. He still can’t get over the fact that he did not continue his career in baseball because of the white man and know his son wants to be a football player and Troy will not allow that because if he couldn’t make it neither will his son, because of Troy’s regrets in life he is hurting his wife and son.


Joe Turner’s Come And Gone has helped me learn more about people and slavery that I did not know before. It shows me how the past has an affect on your future. The past is not an easy thing to get over without guidance.
   

August Wilson shows how it is so hard for African Americans to move on with their lives and forget about the past. How the past effects you all your life and how it can ruin your future. 
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