Diary Entries

1. Late April

· Independence, Missouri

· After months of waiting, your family is finally getting on the trail to start a new life in Oregon.  Describe how you feel at this moment.

· There’s not only your group’s wagon train but many others as well getting ready to leave.  Describe what you see happening in this small jumping-off town.

2. Late May

· Just inside Nebraska

· Only the very young and the very old actually ride in the wagon.  You’ve been walking the entire time and will walk all the way to Oregon.  Describe how you feel about the trip so far.

· Many wagons soon found out that they have overpacked as their wagons fall behind the others.  Describe what you see along the trail.

3. Mid-June

· One-third through Nebraska

· Nebraska is in the heart of the tall-grass prairie.  Describe what you see as you walk along the trail.  Include at least one common animal in your description.  What is your animal doing?  What is it eating?  Where does it live?

4. Late June

· Two-thirds through Nebraska

· Cholera has struck your wagon train.  Describe the symptoms.

· Someone close to you dies from cholera.  Where was the person buried?  How did you feel?

5. Early July

· After walking for a couple of months, your shoes can’t even really be called shoes anymore.  Your group meets up with some friendly Indians and makes a trade.  What needed items does your group trade? 

· How do you feel when you meet the Indians?

· Describe what the Indians look like.

6. Mid-July

· Wyoming

· What is the temperature like in the prairie during the daytime and at night?

· What are your duties when it is time to make camp for the evening?

· Describe what camp life is like.  How do you make a fire?  What do you eat?  What do you do for entertainment?  Where do you sleep?  Where are your animals?

7. Late July

· Your wagon train crossed the North Platte River today.  There was not a ferry available so how did your group get the wagons ready for the crossing?

· Describe the events that occur when your group crosses the river.

· How did you feel as you were crossing the river?  How did you feel after?

8. Mid-August

· South Pass (Rocky Mountains)

· The South Pass is at a higher altitude.  What is the temperature like?

· All of the wagons are moving much slower here going both uphill and downhill.  Describe the difficulties and what your wagon did to overcome those difficulties.  

9. Late August

· Crossed the Snake River

· This time your group decided to take the time to make a ferry.  Describe how you made the raft and how you got across the river on it.

10. Mid-September

· Western Idaho

· Your wagon train has finally reached Fort Boise where you resupply and rest. What kinds of items do you purchase?  What needs replacing?  Is it more or less expensive buying the supplies at Fort Boise?  Explain.

11. Late September

· Crossed the Snake River again.

· Once you crossed the Rocky Mountains, the biome changed.  You are now in a forest biome.  Describe what you see as you walk along the trail.  Include at least one common animal in your description.  What is your animal doing?  What is it eating?  Where does it live?

· Is food and water easier or more difficult to gather now?  Explain.

12. Mid-October

· Arrived in Oregon City

· Describe your feelings now that your journey has ended.

· Your family has staked a claim and plans to build a house.  Describe what  your family plans on doing for a living now that you’re here.

