
Cells, Tissues, Organs and Systems
Assignment #1- Characteristics of living things 

NAME: __________________________ Date Due: _____________________

1. Create a list of characteristics that can be used to determine if something is a living organism or not.
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2. Using the list of criteria you made explain how you know a volcano is not living.
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3. What is the cell theory?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4. Complete the table below with the six traits of all living organisms. (use point form).  Also give an 
example of a non living thing that shows that characteristic.

Trait Example of a NON living thing that 



shows that characteristic

 Not completed on due date
 Answers lacked effort and/or knowledge 
 Shows little understanding of the 

characteristics of all living things and more 
communication or studying is needed

 Many or all questions must be redone           
#’s ________________________________

 Parent signature required or receive 0.  
50% with a parent signature and redone

X __________________________________________

 Completed with accuracy
 More explanation needed for some answers
 Shows good understanding of the 

characteristics of all living things 
 More or a better explanation is needed for      

questions #’s ______________________

 Completed with detail 
 Excellent explanations given
 Shows excellent understanding of the 

characteristics of all living things 
 Little or no further explanation is needed 

Fine tune questions #’s _______________


