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E1 Course Outline and Syllabus


Mr. Van Dyke

Sophomore English – E3

Course Outline & Syllabus

Course Title:  E3 – Tenth Grade English
Semester:  Fall 2007
Periods: 4, 9
Instructor:  Mr. Van Dyke
Out of Class Availability:  5, 6, 7
Phone Number: (917) 647-2572
E-Mail Address: mrvandyke@gmail.com
Web Site:  http://www.geocities.com/mr_vandyke



1. Course Description:

Welcome to Sophomore English, a.k.a. English 3.  During this class, we will build upon the skills and content that we learned together last year.  Most of the class will consist of reading, writing, and discussions   This semester will be broken into two marking periods; each marking period will focus on a specific “Guiding Question,” a philosophical point of inquiry that we will explore by reading novels, poems and short stories, as well as by critically analyzing various forms of media, our own lives, and the communities around us.

The first marking period we will focus on mythology, starting with a variety of creation myths from different cultures.  We will then read The Odyssey, one of the corner-stones of Western literature and one of the most important pieces of writing ever. 

The second marking period will mark a transition, as we will stay in Antiquity, but read two tragic plays, Oedipus and Media.  These two tragedies will prepare us for Shakespeare’s classic of young love and death, Romeo and Juliet.

In addition to daily home works and in-class discussions, these readings will form the basis for the four projects that we will complete during the semester.



2.  Grading / Assessment Procedures:

The fall semester is made up of two separate marking periods, each of which is 10 weeks long.  Every five weeks, you will receive a progress report, and at the end of the marking period you will receive a report-card.  At the end of the twenty week semester, your two report-card grades will be averaged, and this average grade will be submitted as your grade for the course.  Thus every marking period – every week, every day - carries an equal weight when it comes to your final, transcript grade!
My grading policy is very straightforward and transparent – if you keep track of all the grades you receive, you should be able to approximate your grade at any point.  Additionally, if you ever want to know how you are doing, please ask me outside of class and I will be glad to tell you.  I can always explain exactly why you have received any given grade.

PLEASE PAY ATTENTION TO THE GRADING POLICY!  This is your grade, and what grade you receive is entirely up to YOU - not me, not Ms. Ross-Porter, not your parents.  Understanding the grading policy is the first step in taking control of your education.

Grade Distribution (per report card):








Class Participation 
= 20%

Tests 


= 20 %

Homework

= 30%

Projects

= 30%

TOTAL

   100%

Class Participation – 20%

If you aren’t in class, you can’t learn, so daily attendance is mandatory.  However, showing up and not doing any work won’t earn a passing grade either – you need to be an active participant in each part of the class.  Each day, you will be given a grade for your participation: check plus, check, and check minus.  From the moment the bell rings to the moment the class ends, I expect you to be prepared to work and participating in whatever class activity is taking place.  This means being in your seat with a pen and notebook, beginning the Do Now on time, participating in group work, sharing insights during discussions, etc.  

Quizzes & Tests – 20%

Each week, we will have a quiz. Quizzes will be short (5 minutes or so to complete) and you will not be able to use your notes.  Each semester we will also have two tests.  Tests are longer than quizzes (generally they will take the entire period to complete), but you will be able to use your notes.  This means that you should practice taking very good notes, as anything you write down can be used on the test.  People who take good notes tend to get much better grades than those who don’t.  If you are absent for a quiz or test, you MUST bring in a legitimate excuse note before you can make up the quiz or test.  It is up to YOU to find out if you have missed any quizzes or tests and to arrange a time to make up the quiz or test.

Homework – 30%

All homework must be completed on 8 1/2 x 11 lined loose-leaf paper (anything else will be handed back to you ungraded).  Unless otherwise stated, ALL homework is due at the beginning of the period the day after it is assigned.  Any time after the beginning of the period will be considered late.  You must have a folder exclusively for this class, in which you keep all graded assignments after they are passed back to you.  This folder will help you keep track of what assignments you have done.  It is also proof that you did a given assignment, in case there is a mistake in the grade book.

Homework will be given one of three grades: check plus, check, or check minus.  For each day homework is late, the grade for that homework will be reduced by one grade – i.e., a check plus will become a check minus.  This means that is homework is more than three days late, it is WORTH NOTHING IN THE GRADE BOOK.  HOMEWORK IS NOT OPTIONAL!  If you do not do the homework, do not expect to pass – if you are missing more than 50% of the homework, you will fail the marking period, regardless of your other work.  If you do all your homework, however, you will most likely pass.

Projects – 30%

Throughout the semester we will complete four projects.  A project might be writing an original myth, writing a five paragraph essay on The Odyssey, researching the dramatic traditions of ancient Greece, etc.  Each project will be assigned individually and graded according to the assigned rubric.  PROJECTS ARE NOT OPTIONAL!  If you are missing any of the required projects, you will not receive a passing grade.  If you put a lot of effort into your projects, that will be reflected in your grade.

Projects must be either typed or hand-written neatly on 8 ½ x11 lined loose-leaf paper.  Typed papers may be printed or turned in via digital media as a MS Word document only. This means it must be saved with a .doc extension.  If you don’t know what this means, just print your paper.  You may turn in your digital copy on a CD or USB drive, or submit it via e-mail.  E-mailed projects MUST be sent the NIGHT BEFORE the project is due, as I must have received it by the class in which it is due.  Do NOT turn in a digital copy on a 3.5” floppy, as I do not have a floppy drive on my computer.

Final Grade (the end of the semester)









At the end of the semester, I will add up both of your marking period grades, then divide that total by two to get the average grade.  This is the grade you will get for the semester.  THIS MEANS THAT EVERY MARKING PERIOD COUNTS!  If you fail the first marking period and then work really hard, you can pass the semester (you MUST get at least a 75 to pass!).  On the other hand, if you get a 90 the first marking period and then slack off you, you might fail – at the very least, you won’t get a 90.  It’s never too late to pass, but it’s also never too late to fail.  Come to class every day knowing that the work you do always affects your final grade . . .



4. Class Expectations and Requirements:
1. Be in class each day ON TIME and PREPARED TO WORK (pen, pencil, a good attitude, etc.)

2. Follow ALL school rules at ALL times.

3. Treat everyone in the class with respect.

4. Participate in class activities: group work, independent writing, class discussion, etc.

5. Hold yourself to high standards and give your best effort in everything you do.

Supplies:

Every day you are expected to bring the following to class:

·  2 or more pens.

· A three-ring binder, with a separate section devoted solely to English.



OR


A composition book devoted solely to English.  (I prefer the three-ring binder)

· Loose-leaf paper, for class work and note taking.

· A folder devoted solely to this class.  You will use this folder to keep any handouts, as well as every graded homework after I return it to you.

· Any text assigned as part of the class work.

Notebook:

Your notebook must have a section that you use only for this subject.  In this section, you are expected to take notes every day, as well as have an up-to-date list of all our homework, class work, and reading assignments. 

Attendance:

You are expected to be in class on time every day.  If you need to miss class, you must bring a signed note explaining your absence.  The note must have a phone number I can call to verify your explanation.  You are responsible for any work or notes you missed while absent, and it is your responsibility to get the work and notes, either from another student or from the class web site.  If you will be absent for an extended period, you are expected to contact me, either by phone or e-mail, to get the assignments.  THERE ARE NO EXCUSES FOR MISSING WORK!

Bathroom Pass:

You will be allowed to use the bathroom pass FIVE times a marking period, or once every two weeks.  Save your use of the pass for real emergencies, as if you use the pass five times in the first week to just wander the hall, you will not get the pass on the third week when you really have to go to the bathroom.

Class work and homework:
Class work is due at the end of the class it is assigned; homework is due at the start of class the following day (unless otherwise stated).  Each assignment will be numbered, and you are expected to keep a record of each assignment, as well as keep each corrected assignment until the end of the semester. 
Instructions:

Instructions will be delivered clearly twice.  You are expected to listen to the directions and follow them accordingly.  You may ask questions if you are confused, but instructions will not be repeated ad nausium, so you must pay attention if you wish to complete the assignment.

Daily Schedule:

Each day when you enter class, the first thing you will do is take out your homework and place it on your desk.  There will be a short writing prompt on the board, and you are expected to get out a notebook and begin writing immediately.  While you write, I will walk around the classroom checking homework and giving credit for participation.  At the end of the period, I will assign the homework for that night.  You are expected to copy down the assignment as well as the homework number.  Before you leave, you are expected to clean up your workspace, return any borrowed supplies, replace your chair and desk, etc.

Participation:

You are expected to follow the polite rules of class participation that you all know – raise your hand and wait to be called on, respond to comments respectfully, etc.  Your participation needs to begin as soon as an assignment is given. 

Reading:

We will be reading many books over this semester, and much of the reading will be done outside of class.  You are expected to keep up with the reading assignments and come to class ready to join in discussions and ask questions about the readings.  You will be responsible for reading outside of class, as well as keeping a reading log.

Lateness:

Class begins promptly when the late bell rings, and tardiness disturbs those students who are prepared to begin on time.  Lateness reduces your class-participation grade, and thus lowers your overall grade in the class.  As a grade, all your teacher’s will have a unified, universal lateness policy which you are expected to follow while in this class, as well as all your other classes.

5.  The course web site:

Every day, I will update the course web site, which is located at:

HTTP://WWW.GEOCITIES.COM/MR_VANDYKE

On the web site, you will find a list of every homework assignment, every reading assignment, the instructions for all the class projects, as well as useful links and my contact information.  If you are absent or forget to write down an assignment, I expect you to go online and find the information on your own.  If you do not have a computer at your home, there are computers available for your use in the library.  The web site should be used as a back-up, and you should still write down every homework assignment in your notebook.  



ENGLISH 3 - Course Outline:

The following is an outline of the Fall Semester.  You should look over this outline from time to time to give yourself an idea of what projects and assignments are coming up.

Marking Period One: September 4th – November 9th
Guiding Question:  How are the works of Classic Antiquity relevant to our modern lives?
Writing Skills:

· Mechanics of the five paragraph essay

· Thesis statements, topic sentences, transitions, conclusions

· Formal Essay Style – bibliography, quotations

· General grammar and punctuation

· Creative writing

· Writing for the NYS Regents English Exam
Reading Skills:

· Reading for major literary elements: plot, character, setting, and tone
· Reading for theme
· Reading for cultural/historical differences/similarities
· Reading and understanding the parts of the NYS Regents English exam
Major Readings:

· Various creation myth
· The Odyssey, by Homer (trans. by Robert Fitzgerald)

Homework Assignments:  #1 - 40
Quiz and Test and Dates:

· Quiz Dates:  
Sept. 7th, 14th, 21nd, 28th 




Oct. 12th, 19th, 26th 




Nov. 2rd
· Test Dates:   
October 3rd 




November 9th
Major Projects:

· Original mythological pantheon, and creation mythology:
· Assigned: Sept. 14th   

· Rough Draft: Sept. 28th 

· Final Draft: Oct. 3th 

· Odyssey Essay

· Assigned:  Oct. 15th 

· Rough Draft:  Oct. 26st 

Final Draft: November 7th 

Marking Period Two: November 12th – January 18th
Guiding Question:  What makes a work of literature a “tragedy”?
Writing Skills:

· Mechanics of the five paragraph essay

· Thesis statements, topic sentences, transitions, conclusions

· Formal Essay Style – bibliography, quotations

· General grammar and punctuation

· Creative writing

· Writing for the NYS Regents English Exam
Reading Skills:

· Reading for major literary elements: plot, character, setting, and tone
· Reading for theme
· Reading to understand the style/form of classic drama
· Reading to understand the style/form of Shakespearian drama
· Reading for an understanding of Elizabethan English
· Reading and understanding the parts of the NYS Regents English exam
Other:

· Interviewing skills / questioning techniques

· Creating and keeping a writing portfolio

Homework Assignments:  #41 – 78

Quiz and Test Dates:

· Quiz Dates:  
Nov. 16th, 30th  




Dec. 14th, 21st




Jan. 4th, 11th
· Test:  
Dec. 7th 

· Fall Final:  
January 18th 
Major Readings:
· Media, by Euripides (trans. by Moses Hadas and John McLean

· Oedipus, by Sophocles (trans. by Paul Roche) 

· Romeo & Juliet, by William Shakespeare
Major Projects:

· Classical Theater Project
· Assigned:  Nov. 19th
· Rough Draft: Nov. 30th 
· Final Draft: Dec. 10th 
· Romeo and Juliet Essay

· Assigned:  Dec. 17th
· Rough Draft:  Jan. 7th
· Final Draft:  Jan 14th

To the Parent or Guardian:

I hope that, through this course outline and syllabus, I have answered any questions you have may have had about Sophomore English.  If not, please do not hesitate to call or send me an e-mail; I enjoy communicating with parents, and would appreciate the chance to clarify anything that might be unclear.


CELL PHONE:  917-647-2572


E-MAIL: mrvandyke@gmail.com


WEB-SITE: http://www.geocities.com/mr_vandyke
Please fill out the information at the bottom of this letter.  Both you and your student should sign where appropriate, and the entire page should be returned to me no later than this Friday, September 7th.  This will count as a homework assignment, so your timely cooperation is appreciated.  Please KEEP the top half of this sheet, as I want you to keep my contact information!

I look forward to meeting you sometime this semester, and hope we can work together to help your student excel this year in high school.

Sincerely Yours,

Chris  Van Dyke

 

Student Name (print): 










 

Parent/Guardian Name (print):










E-Mail address:












Home phone number:












Cell phone number:












Both I and my student have read and understand the information provided in the Course Outline and syllabus.  She/he promises to abide by the class rules, and understands that she/he is the sole individual responsible for her/his grade.  

(parent/guardian signature)




(date)

(student signature)





(date)
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