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I. Getting started:

A- Knowing your way around Dreamweaver:

One neat feature about Dreamweaver 4.0 is that it has three different view modes:

· The code view: The first icon in the toolbar from the lift. It displays the HTML version only

· The code and design view: right next to the code view icon. It displays the code in the upper half of the screen and the design (or what-you-see-is-what-you-get) in the lower half

· The design view: the third icon from the left and it displays the page in what-you-see-is-what-you-get version

B- The objects and properties windows:

These two windows are usually open when you start Dreamweaver. However, if they are not, you can still open them from the window menu in the menu bar.

	The objects window offers a variety of objects to choose from. However, for the purpose of this workshop the two main objects we will be using are tables and images.  

The first icon on the left is the one you click whenever you need to insert an image. It will open a dialogue box asking you to browse for the image you want.

The icon right below the insert image icon is the one for inserting tables. When you click it, it will open another dialogue box asking you to choose the number of rows and columns you need as well as some other features like the border thickness, table width, cell spacing, and cell padding. Tables are a very neat way of organizing your page and creating work areas.
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	The next window you need to familiarize yourself with is the properties window.  Through the properties window you can align text on your page just like in a word document, choose font type, size, and color. You can also make your text bold or italic by accessing the properties window. It also enables you to indent or out dent your text and add bullets or numbers to it. However, the most important thing we need to know about Dreamweaver’s properties window is that it is where you set links to other files or sites that you want the users of your page to access, and the target page or frame where you want these other sites to appear (whether in the same window or in a new browser window) 

The figure below illustrates the properties window
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II- Creating your first page:

A- Your site layout:

It is really worth consideration to plan the layout of your site on paper even before you start the design process. Since we will be using geocities as a free web hosting service for the purpose of this workshop, it’s good to keep in mind that it allows two levels of subdirectories (sub folders).  A more detailed explanation with illustration is available in handout No. 2.

B- Creating a links page:

The What-You-See-Is-What-You-Get feature in Dreamweaver makes it much user-friendly since you can use it the same way you use MS Word. Now, just for the purpose of experience, let’s create a links page.  The following steps might be helpful:

1- Create a table of ten rows and two columns (the left column will be for the bullets and the second will be for the URLs).  You can create a table by clicking on the table icon in the objects window and choosing the number of columns and rows you want. Set the border and the cell spacing to 0

2- Resize the left column so that it is just enough for a dot

3- If you have an image that you would like to use as a bullet, insert it in all the cells in the first column.  If you do not have a bullet, you may download one from www.iconbazaar.com
4- Now in each of the ten cells of the right column, choose a site that you particularly like or find handy in your teaching, create a link to that site, and provide a brief description of it and why you think it is good.  You can create links by highlighting the piece of text that you want to make hyper and typing the URL to the destination in the link box of the properties window. 

5- Set the links you create to open in a new browser window.  You do that by clicking on the pull down menu in the target window and choosing “new window”

6- Save your file as “links.htm” (Note: you don’t have to type htm, since Dreamweaver is going to add this extension by default.)

7- After you save, click f12 to view your page in a browser.
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