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CATEGORIES INSTRUCTIONS

Before You Play:

1. Make a copy of the game boards for each player.  (There can be two or more players.)
2. Cut apart the group of letters.

3. Find a timer or stopwatch.

To Play:

1. Start with the first board on a sheet of paper (make sure each player is using the same board).
2. Shuffle the letter cards (or lay them out face down).

3. Pick a timekeeper.  The person to the right of the timekeeper will pick the first letter.
4. The timekeeper should begin timing (THREE MINUTES) as soon as the letter has been picked.  (The timekeeper plays, too; his/her job is to begin the timer and then start playing.)

5. Write the chosen letter above the left-most column of the first gameboard.

6. Each player writes down a word or phrase that fits each of the categories and begins with the chosen letter.

7. When time is up, the timekeeper reads his/her list of words.  If any other player(s) has the same answer, the answers are crossed out and no points are accumulated for that answer.  Any words that the timekeeper has unique from the other players are counted one point apiece (see Special Rules).  After the timekeeper reads his/her answers, the next person to the right reads his/her answers, and the same rules apply.  Continue step 7 until all players have read all answers aloud.

8. Count up your points and write the number at the bottom of the column.

9. Move to the next column to the right.  The person who chose the letter is now the timekeeper, and the person to his/her right is now the letter chooser.  The same categories are used, but a new letter is chosen.

10. Play continues until all of the columns on one board have been played.

11. Add up the points from each column to get your grand total, and compare this total to the other players’.

Special Rules

1. Some categories require a person’s name.  In cases of people, you can use either a first name or a last name to count toward the required first letter.  For example, if the letter is “H” and the category is “Famous People,” you could write Harrison Ford or Warren G. Harding.
2. Articles, such as “the,” “a,” and “an” are not awarded points in any part of the answer.  If an answer begins with an article, it should be ignored.  For example, if the category is TV Shows and the chosen letter is “B,” then “The Beverly Hillbillies” would count.  

3. Some categories can be answered with two or more words.  If more than one word begins with the chosen first letter, each word that begins with the chosen letter counts as one point.  However, note that the first word MUST begin with the chosen letter.

House Rules

· The players in your group should feel free to make whatever rules you like before the beginning of the game, including swapping out categories for some that you make up.
Categories Game
	LETTER:
	
	
	
	

	Photography Terms
	1.
	1.
	1.
	1.

	Dog Breeds
	2.
	2.
	2.
	2.

	Things at the Beach
	3.
	3.
	3.
	3.

	Shakespeare Works
	4.
	4.
	4.
	4.

	Units of Measurement
	5.
	5.
	5.
	5.

	Body Parts
	6.
	6.
	6.
	6.

	Weather Words
	7.
	7.
	7.
	7.

	Restaurant Franchises
	8.
	8.
	8.
	8.

	Flowers
	9.
	9.
	9.
	9.

	Math Terms
	10.
	10.
	10.
	10.

	POINTS:
	
	
	
	


	LETTER:
	
	
	
	

	Cities with “City” in Name
	1.
	1.
	1.
	1.

	Hamburger Toppings
	2.
	2.
	2.
	2.

	Cosmetics
	3.
	3.
	3.
	3.

	Baked Goods
	4.
	4.
	4.
	4.

	Fishing Terms
	5.
	5.
	5.
	5.

	Mythical Creatures
	6.
	6.
	6.
	6.

	Places in South America
	7.
	7.
	7.
	7.

	Articles of Clothing
	8.
	8.
	8.
	8.

	Fried Foods
	9.
	9.
	9.
	9.

	Nutritional Information
	10.
	10.
	10.
	10.

	POINTS:
	
	
	
	


	LETTER:
	
	
	
	

	Types of Doctors
	1.
	1.
	1.
	1.

	Monetary Units
	2.
	2.
	2.
	2.

	Barbecue Terms
	3.
	3.
	3.
	3.

	Desserts
	4.
	4.
	4.
	4.

	Reptiles
	5.
	5.
	5.
	5.

	Hairstyles
	6.
	6.
	6.
	6.

	At the Doctor’s Office
	7.
	7.
	7.
	7.

	Brands of Gum
	8.
	8.
	8.
	8.

	Dog Breeds
	9.
	9.
	9.
	9.

	New York Places
	10.
	10.
	10.
	10.

	POINTS:
	
	
	
	


	LETTER:
	
	
	
	

	Herbs/Spices
	1.
	1.
	1.
	1.

	Things That Fly
	2.
	2.
	2.
	2.

	Awards
	3.
	3.
	3.
	3.

	Types of Pie/Cake
	4.
	4.
	4.
	4.

	US Presidents
	5.
	5.
	5.
	5.

	Fields of Science
	6.
	6.
	6.
	6.

	On the Playground
	7.
	7.
	7.
	7.

	Types of Energy
	8.
	8.
	8.
	8.

	SNL Actors/Actresses
	9.
	9.
	9.
	9.

	Electronic Items
	10.
	10.
	10.
	10.

	POINTS:
	
	
	
	


Categories Game

	LETTER:
	
	
	
	

	Comedians
	1.
	1.
	1.
	1.

	Made of Paper/Trees
	2.
	2.
	2.
	2.

	Children’s TV Shows
	3.
	3.
	3.
	3.

	Places Ending in “Y”
	4.
	4.
	4.
	4.

	Dances
	5.
	5.
	5.
	5.

	Famous Couples/Duos
	6.
	6.
	6.
	6.

	Kinds of Soup
	7.
	7.
	7.
	7.

	Simpsons Characters
	8.
	8.
	8.
	8.

	Religions 
	9.
	9.
	9.
	9.

	Four-Syllable Nouns
	10.
	10.
	10.
	10.

	POINTS:
	
	
	
	


	LETTER:
	
	
	
	

	One-Word Musician/Band
	1.
	1.
	1.
	1.

	On a Monopoly Board
	2.
	2.
	2.
	2.

	Comic Book Characters
	3.
	3.
	3.
	3.

	Phobias
	4.
	4.
	4.
	4.

	TV Channels
	5.
	5.
	5.
	5.

	Words Ending in “Ology”
	6.
	6.
	6.
	6.

	Reference Materials
	7.
	7.
	7.
	7.

	Halloween Words
	8.
	8.
	8.
	8.

	In the Toolbox
	9.
	9.
	9.
	9.

	Search Engines
	10.
	10.
	10.
	10.

	POINTS:
	
	
	
	


	LETTER:
	
	
	
	

	In a Courtroom
	1.
	1.
	1.
	1.

	Places in Washington DC
	2.
	2.
	2.
	2.

	Explorers
	3.
	3.
	3.
	3.

	Computer Programs
	4.
	4.
	4.
	4.

	Things People Collect
	5.
	5.
	5.
	5.

	Types of Artwork
	6.
	6.
	6.
	6.

	Amusement Parks
	7.
	7.
	7.
	7.

	Something You Subscribe to
	8.
	8.
	8.
	8.

	Greeting Card Themes
	9.
	9.
	9.
	9.

	Healthy Foods
	10.
	10.
	10.
	10.

	POINTS:
	
	
	
	


	LETTER:
	
	
	
	

	Things at a Casino
	1.
	1.
	1.
	1.

	Hot Drinks
	2.
	2.
	2.
	2.

	Pro Sports Teams Names
	3.
	3.
	3.
	3.

	Artists (Painter, Sculptor, etc.)
	4.
	4.
	4.
	4.

	Something You Buy Tickets for
	5.
	5.
	5.
	5.

	Words That “RE” Can Be Added to Front to Form New Word
	6.
	6.
	6.
	6.

	Places with “Town” in Name
	7.
	7.
	7.
	7.

	Movie Genres
	8.
	8.
	8.
	8.

	Things with a Keypad/board
	9.
	9.
	9.
	9.

	Used When Eating
	10.
	10.
	10.
	10.

	POINTS:
	
	
	
	


Categories Game

	LETTER:
	
	
	
	

	Detectives
	1.
	1.
	1.
	1.

	Bad Habits/Vices
	2.
	2.
	2.
	2.

	Familial Relations
	3.
	3.
	3.
	3.

	Groups of Animals
	4.
	4.
	4.
	4.

	Units of Time
	5.
	5.
	5.
	5.

	Office Equipment/Furniture
	6.
	6.
	6.
	6.

	Languages
	7.
	7.
	7.
	7.

	Government Offices
	8.
	8.
	8.
	8.

	Songs with a Person’s Name in the Title
	9.
	9.
	9.
	9.

	Cat Breeds
	10.
	10.
	10.
	10.

	POINTS:
	
	
	
	


	LETTER:
	
	
	
	

	Baby Animals
	1.
	1.
	1.
	1.

	Made of Glass
	2.
	2.
	2.
	2.

	Things That Turn/Revolve
	3.
	3.
	3.
	3.

	Female Singers
	4.
	4.
	4.
	4.

	Musical Instruments
	5.
	5.
	5.
	5.

	Things That Are Green
	6.
	6.
	6.
	6.

	Types of Juice
	7.
	7.
	7.
	7.

	Animal Homes
	8.
	8.
	8.
	8.

	Academic Fields of Study
	9.
	9.
	9.
	9.

	Geographic Features
	10.
	10.
	10.
	10.

	POINTS:
	
	
	
	


	LETTER:
	
	
	
	

	Mammals
	1.
	1.
	1.
	1.

	California Places
	2.
	2.
	2.
	2.

	Monsters
	3.
	3.
	3.
	3.

	Titles/Designations
	4.
	4.
	4.
	4.

	Things with Strings
	5.
	5.
	5.
	5.

	Notorious Criminals
	6.
	6.
	6.
	6.

	Round/Circular Things
	7.
	7.
	7.
	7.

	Nuts/Legumes
	8.
	8.
	8.
	8.

	Person You Pay to Do Work at Your House
	9.
	9.
	9.
	9.

	Clothing/Shoe Brands
	10.
	10.
	10.
	10.

	POINTS:
	
	
	
	


	LETTER:
	
	
	
	

	3- or 4-Letter Animals
	1.
	1.
	1.
	1.

	Movies
	2.
	2.
	2.
	2.

	Famous Religious Figures
	3.
	3.
	3.
	3.

	Things That Grow
	4.
	4.
	4.
	4.

	Furniture
	5.
	5.
	5.
	5.

	Personal Hygiene Products
	6.
	6.
	6.
	6.

	Battles/Wars
	7.
	7.
	7.
	7.

	Poets
	8.
	8.
	8.
	8.

	Places on a College Campus
	9.
	9.
	9.
	9.

	Vegetables
	10.
	10.
	10.
	10.

	POINTS:
	
	
	
	


