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Chander Grover Discrimination Case

Excerpts from the Media Reports
The Ottawa Citizen, 25 May 1996 -- Editorial
“No Canadian should have to go through nine years of hell that Chander Grover has endured, simply to assert his legal and constitutional rights to be treated equally.”

“But the government wasn’t scrupulous.  One of its agencies, the National Research Council, was bloody-minded, vindictive and blatantly discriminatory.”

“But the Grover affair cost far more than mere money.  It blackened the reputation of NRC, once an agency respected for its scientific expertise.  Now it is known, here and abroad, as an employer guilty of discrimination ‘flagrant and calculated to humiliate and demean’ and one that defies orders from independent human rights tribunals.”
“Instead, the government stood by silently while the agency tried to exhaust Grover – and the Canadian Human Rights Commission – in endless legal challenges.”


“Finally, wide publicity about the affair has besmirched the reputation for fairness and equality of Canada, and of Canadians.  Not only here at home but also in the Indian subcontinent.”

“Second, the prime minister should instruct his cabinet ministers that he won’t stand for a repeat by any federal agency or department for the delaying and stalling tactics used in the Grover affair.  On further reflection, he’d better put that in writing.  It seems to be a lesson that our leaders have trouble learning.”

The Ottawa Citizen, 25 March 1994 -- Editorial
“Persistent stupidity thwart justice at NRC – The record is clear.  Chander Grover has endured an ordeal inspired by racism at the National Research Council.  The NRC, whether maliciously or through stubbornness, but with persistent stupidity denies the scientist justice.  It is time for Industry Minister John Manley to see that right is done.”

“Nobody can undo the ordeal of racism and obstinacy that Chander Grover has endured at the National Research Council.”
“Promotions refused.  Facilities denied.  Job assessments doctored.  He was even fired at one point while the commission’s tribunal was considering the case; after opposition MPs accused the NRC of intimidation, Grover was rehired.”
“Enough.  Whether maliciously or only to be stubborn, the NRC has acted with persistent stupidity throughout this squalid affair.  More’s the pity, no conservative cabinet minister moved to stop the abuses.”
The Ottawa Citizen, 9 July 1993 – Editorial

“Bloody-mindedness might explain the NRC’s first tactic this week.  It tried to stop the hearing on grounds that the tribunal had lost jurisdiction once it ruled in August.  If Grover had a complaint, the NRC argued, he should appeal to the federal court or begin again at the Human Rights Commission (where he started in 1987).

“The tribunal dismissed the idea, and was right for two reasons.

“First, the Human Rights Act will be gutted if victims of discrimination are required to impoverish themselves with legal bills and lawsuits just to get justice.  A right without a fast, affordable remedy is no right at all.

“Second, no employer found so culpable of discrimination as the NRC in this case can be allowed off scot-free.  The NRC, found guilty, cannot escape the consequences just by exhausting the victim in endless court challenges.

“But the moral is clear.  The National Research Council (Pierre Perron, president) has dishonored itself by its determined and squalid mistreatment of Chander Grover.”
The Toronto Star, 23 July 1993 – Editorial

“The National Research Council’s treatment of Chander Grover is a national disgrace.”

“In other words, the council – its arrogance and vindictiveness – wouldn’t admit it was wrong.”

“This is appalling.  Grover has gone through enough – certainly one of the longest running and most expensive discrimination complaints in Canadian history.

“The NRC and its managers should be ashamed of themselves for their racist conduct and continuing obstruction in the case of Chander Grover.

“Reinstate him.  Now.”

The Gazette, Montreal, 31 August 1992 – The Page Two Column

“Excerpts from the tribunal’s 94-page report and the phone conversation with Grover last week reveal a disgusting pattern of harassment at the NRC.  It puts a repulsive face on a national, taxpayer-supported institution dedicated to scientific research.
“Men and women with advanced degrees and training appear to have spent hours scheming and managing the harassment of a leading scientist with a proven research and managerial track record.”

The Ottawa Citizen, 7 April 1994 – Comment: Official Circles

“As the Human Rights Tribunal concluded two years ago: ‘We find that the conduct of NRC management resulted not only in the destruction of Dr. Grover’s career, but caused him undue stress and illness, disrupted his family and home life, and put unnecessary stress on his family members.’
“What message does this give to the rest of the NRC’s employees, indeed, to all public servants?  It says anyone who seeks proper justice does so at the risk of being hounded, harassed, and ultimately ruined.

“And what now?  It is one thing for Grover finally to assume the senior position he deserves; quite another to have to sit at the same board-room table and be expected to function in productive harmony with those who have sought to destroy him.

“The mismanagement in this case is so profound, it is difficult to know where to begin for solutions.  Manley’s officials say the minister is seeking a swift and fair resolution, and we wish him luck.
“As a place to start, the minister could simply stand up and publicly say what his Tory predecessors should have said years ago: No more.  No more court challenges.  No more silly head games.  No more harassment.  No more abuse of the government’s endless legal resources.

“Eight years of so much destructive and expensive covering of so many management butts in one government agency, perhaps it is time a few of them were kicked right out the door.”

The Ottawa Citizen, 19 April 1994 – Comment: Official Circles

“Reaction to our recent story about Chander Grover’s tragic discrimination case against the National Research Council – and the resulting destruction of his career – suggests he is not the only victim of shameful mismanagement at the federal agency.” 
“… the Human Rights tribunal has upheld Grover’s grievance and severely hammered the agency not once, but twice.

“Instead of fixing the problem years ago, the NRC has stuck Grover in an unsuitable job, hounded him with government lawyers, and generally made life miserable.” 
The Ottawa Sunday Sun, 23 August 1992
“Ottawa MP Marlene Catterall – who fought on Grover’s behalf – said she will also urge a federal government review with the aim of prosecuting staff.
“’I think it’s very important so people know this not something you can get away with in the public service,’ she said.”
