	Our mission statement
We gather together to form a caring & compassionate community whose members nurture each other & support each other on life’s journey

We honour the inherent worth & dignity of every person & welcome diversity in our midst

We celebrate life, individual experience, openness to new ideas, wonder & creativity

As part of our commitment to fair & democratic processes, we value participation & consensus when dealing with each other & with society. We promote social justice, & respect the environment & our kinship with all life




AVALON UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP:
www.avalonunitarian.ca 
CANADIAN UNITARIAN COUNCIL,

www.cuc.ca 
Services every Sunday
10 Bennett St

10:30 am

St. John’s, NL

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!
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ORDER OF SERVICE
Avalon Unitarian Fellowship (AUF)

(insert Date)

Title

Sermon from: author, congregation

Service facilitated by: your name(s)

	We, the member congregations of the Canadian Unitarian Council, covenant to affirm and promote:

· The inherent worth and dignity of every person;

· Justice, equity and compassion in human relations;

· Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations

· A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;

· The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and society at large;

· The goal of world community with peace, liberty and justice for all;

· Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.




OPENING MUSIC: Title (author or #)

WELCOME

OPENING WORDS: Title or # (author)

CHALICE LIGHTING:  (Stephen Finner)
Let there be light to drive away the darkness,

Let there be wisdom to shine on the unknown,

Let there be love to heal our aloneness,

Let each of us be a light to one another.

JOYS AND CONCERNS: (Terry Rielly)
In my heart I hear a voice, and I hear it all so clearly,

it reminds me I’m a part of these people gathered with me,

who would share with me my joy, and my sorrow help me bear.

May the voices of our hearts rise within us to be shared.

May our voices reach the sky, so to take our spirits soaring

high above the clouds so high, where we feel an inner glory,

knowing we are joined as one, in community a part,

And with warmth we'll listen to the many voices of our hearts.
MUSIC: Title (author or #)

PRESENTATION: Title (author)

Presented by (presenter’s name)

DISCUSSION

MUSIC: Title (author or #)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OUR SHARED RESPONSIBILITY

This congregation is a community of ourselves.  Its energy and resources are our energy and resources. Its wealth is what we share. As we contribute to the life of this community, we affirm our lives within it. Each & every kind of contribution is welcomed & appreciated. The offering box provides an opportunity for financial contributions [Tax receipts are available – please provide de relevant information on the donation envelope]
CLOSING WORDS: Title or # (author)

EXTINGUISHING THE CHALICE: Spirit of Life (C. McDade)

Spirit of life, come unto me

Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion

Blow in the wind, rise in the seas

Move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice

Note of locating suitable sermons.  Several Canadian Unitarian congregations post their sermons on-line.  Several have been recommended by Vyda as having a particularly rich harvest of sermons – see below.

Of course we do not need to be constrained by the boundaries of Canadian jusrisdiction.  Many sermons on a variety of topics can be found by googling the topic with “sermon” and “unitarian”.

Notes to service-preparer:

· To use this template, just highlight the words you want to replace and type in what you need.

· I  printed here the words to our three traditional songs, but don’t feel obliged to use them.  Delete the words if you prefer to use something else instead.  

· Giving proper credit to for use of reading and music – if you are using material that is in the hymnal, then just give the hymnal # in order of service – hymnals will be available at the service, where proper credit is given.  If you are using material from elsewhere, be sure to credit the author(s).

· Feel free to re-order the service elements as you choose.

· Delete or insert  additional music, readings, etc at will!

· And don’t forget to delete these Notes before printing!!  ( 

Canadian Sermons online.

Brian Kiely - UC Edmontonhttp://www.uce.ca/
Steven Epperson - UC Vancouver  http://vancouver.unitarians.ca/cms/site/pid/37 

Diane Rollert, Ray Drennan, Charles Eddis - UC Montreal http://www.ucmtl.ca/services/sermons.html 

Alison Barrett - UC Hamilton  http://www.firstunitarianhamilton.org/sermons/sermons.htm
Jane Bramadat - UC Victoria  http://victoriaunitarian.ca/ministry/sermonArchive.php 

Julie Stoneberg, Peter Boullata - Peterborough U Fellowship

Mark & Donna Morrison-Reed, Shawn newton - Toronto First  http://www.firstunitariantoronto.org/Sermons/sermons_previous.htm 

 

Wherever you choose to look for a good sermon, don’t shortchange yourself by underestimating the time necessary for making a good choice.  Give yourself time to read and let your thoughts sit for a while.  Choose something that makes you want to talk back to it –whether in agreement or disagreement, but something that engages you to respond.  That is the sign that this particular sermon will engage us as well in the discussion.

