	Our mission statement
We gather together to form a caring & compassionate community whose members nurture each other & support each other on life’s journey

We honour the inherent worth & dignity of every person & welcome diversity in our midst

We celebrate life, individual experience, openness to new ideas, wonder & creativity

As part of our commitment to fair & democratic processes, we value participation & consensus when dealing with each other & with society. We promote social justice, & respect the environment & our kinship with all life




AVALON UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP:
www.avalonunitarian.ca 
CANADIAN UNITARIAN COUNCIL,

www.cuc.ca 
Services every Sunday
10 Bennett St

10:30 am

St. John’s, NL

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!


[image: image1.png]



ORDER OF SERVICE
Avalon Unitarian Fellowship (AUF)

(insert Date)

Title 

A worship service based on the Small Group Ministry program developed at the Unitarian Universalist Community church in Augusta, Maine

Service facilitated by: your name(s)

	We, the member congregations of the Canadian Unitarian Council, covenant to affirm and promote:

· The inherent worth and dignity of every person;

· Justice, equity and compassion in human relations;

· Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations

· A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;

· The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and society at large;

· The goal of world community with peace, liberty and justice for all;

· Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.




OPENING MUSIC: Title (author or #)

WELCOME

OPENING WORDS: Title or # (author)

CHALICE LIGHTING:  (Stephen Finner)
Let there be light to drive away the darkness,

Let there be wisdom to shine on the unknown,

Let there be love to heal our aloneness,

Let each of us be a light to one another.

JOYS AND CONCERNS: (Terry Rielly)
In my heart I hear a voice, and I hear it all so clearly,

it reminds me I’m a part of these people gathered with me,

who would share with me my joy, and my sorrow help me bear.

May the voices of our hearts rise within us to be shared.

May our voices reach the sky, so to take our spirits soaring

high above the clouds so high, where we feel an inner glory,

knowing we are joined as one, in community a part,

And with warmth we'll listen to the many voices of our hearts.
MUSIC: Title (author or #)

SHARING: 

Re-type the questions for sharing from the Small Group Ministry guidebook

MUSIC: Title (author or #)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OUR SHARED RESPONSIBILITY

This congregation is a community of ourselves.  Its energy and resources are our energy and resources. Its wealth is what we share. As we contribute to the life of this community, we affirm our lives within it. Each & every kind of contribution is welcomed & appreciated. The offering box provides an opportunity for financial contributions [Tax receipts are available – please provide de relevant information on the donation envelope]
CLOSING WORDS: Title or # (author)

EXTINGUISHING THE CHALICE: Spirit of Life (C. McDade)

Spirit of life, come unto me

Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion

Blow in the wind, rise in the seas

Move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice

Comments about the Small Group Ministry program

The Small Group Ministry Resource book has very simple guides proposed for many sessions of conversation and sharing of personal experiences on a variety of topics.  Some sessions (not all) are outlined with suggested opening and closing words.  You could keep it that simple, or you could flesh out the service with the usual hymn-and-readings-sandwich as outlined in this template.  If you prefer to keep the session simple, just delete everything you don’t want from this template!

Notes to service-preparer:

· To use this template, just highlight the words you want to replace and type in what you need.

· Giving proper credit to for use of reading and music – if you are using material that is in the hymnal, then just give the hymnal # in order of service – hymnals will be available at the service, where proper credit is given.  If you are using material from elsewhere, be sure to credit the author(s).

· Feel free to re-order the service elements as you choose.

· Delete or insert  additional music, readings, etc at will!

· And don’t forget to delete these Notes before printng!!  ( 

