
ARE YOU sick and tired of low pay? Next week every single post worker in the country will be voting in a strike ballot over pay. At the same time a separate ballot begins in the capital over London weighting.

Every one needs to vote yes in these ballots. We have to push for a £300 week basic rate of pay for all and an increase to £4,000 for London weighting. The present offer is 4.5% over 18 months is a sick joke.

Post Office chairman, Allan Leighton, has been running around telling the press that he is a man of the people and that Royal Mail can't afford any increase in wages. Remember this when you vote. Leighton is also a member of the board of Dyson, which closed all its British plants and moved production to Indonesia to cut costs. As NEC member Norman Candy said, "Leighton is not a man of the people - he is a friend of his bank balance." And let's be clear about another thing, the money is there. Leighton awarded himself a bonus of £165,000, Adam Crozier received a bonus of £57,000 and only last month John Roberts, the former chief executive of Royal Mail was awarded a pension worth £3 million. 

Billy Hayes our general secretary may still have faith in New Labour, but we know we are going to have to take Blair on as well. With the government facing a massive crisis there has never been a better time.

It has lied and cheated to go to war. It was prepared to use the most draconian laws to beat the firefighters and it has continued to attack the poorest in society. But resistance is growing. 

Only a couple of weeks ago British Airways check in staff organised

an unofficial wildcat strike and beat

one of the most powerful multi-national corporations in the world.

In Northern Ireland, Shorts workers have refused to accept a wage freeze, despite intimidation from the multinational Bombardier.

Our union's decision to call strike ballots came about because of huge rank and file pressure, especially from the London region, which organised a magnificent unofficial ballot for action with over 19,000 voting to take action with less than 100 voting against.

We need to galvanise that fighting spirit. We need to organise a vote yes campaign in every single mail centre and office. We have then got to strike and strike hard for a fair pay deal.
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