Socialist Worker

REFUGEES ARE WELCOME HERE…

STOP THE RACISTS

The violent racist attacks on ethnic families in South Belfast must be stopped. 

Every anti-racist needs to act now. We must be part of building the Anti-Racism Network rally on Holocaust Remembrance Day January 27th. It is only by collective action we can create a climate where the racists are marginalised. 

Action is vital.

The racist attacks in South Belfast should come as no surprise. Northern Ireland has the worst record of racial attacks in Britain or Ireland. The latest figures suggest that if you belong to an ethnic minority you will be attacked. There are over 16 attacks per 1000 residents in Northern Ireland. Ethnic minorities make up roughly 13 people in every thousand. 

The latest attacks come on the back of attacks earlier in the year where African families were targeted in South Belfast. The racist campaign by Ulster Unionist, Fred Crowe, against the building of a Mosque in Portadown, lead directly to the attacks on Muslim families in Craigavon. The brutal reality is that racism is at epidemic levels - this must be reversed.
Who is responsible?

Whether loyalists in the UDA or UVF, or Nazi’s like the BNP, White Nationalist Party or the British Nazi Party, carried out these vile attacks, the climate to carry them out has come directly from Bush, Blair, Blunkett and the Assembly politicians.

Despite over five years of the Assembly, Northern Ireland has the worst housing stock in Europe, the lowest wages, the highest levels of poverty (nearly 50 per cent of children live in poverty in some areas) and on top of that the so-called “peace dividend” which was going to be brought about by multinational investment by companies like Bombardier, has seen the decimation of jobs at Harland and Wolff and Shorts. Every week a factory shuts down or job losses are announced. This creates the climate of despair in which racism festers.

Bush’s “War on Terror”, with its demonisation of Muslims and its attacks on civil liberties increases the climate of fear and despair. The Blair government’s attack on asylum seekers lends credibility to the ideas of the far-right, that asylum seekers are the problem.

The truth is Asylum seekers are not taking jobs or houses. Ethnic minorities make up just over 1% of the population in Northern Ireland. This is less than anywhere else in Europe. The number of Asylum Seekers who were allowed to say here is barely over single figures. 

Problems with housing, wages and jobs are caused by Blair’s commitment to the occupation of Iraq. The £6 billion already spent on a war justified by lies, could have been spent on housing, wages and increases to health services, education and welfare. The £200 million a month which has been allocated to the occupation in the last budget, could have alleviated poverty in Northern Ireland or paid for the upgrade of the water service.

Racism, in fact any thing, which divides working class people makes it more difficult to fight the war and privatisation agenda of Bush and Blair. 

Another world is possible

The Socialist Workers Party is an organisation committed to fighting racism and fighting Bush and Blair’s assault on working class people here and around the world. We fight for better wages and conditions, improved housing and against the neo-liberal agenda of the Assembly. If you want to be part of an anti-racist organisation fighting for a world where the needs of working class people, not the profits of big business, are the priorities, join the SWP.
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ANTI-RACIST RALLY


January 27th


1pm City Hall, Belfast


For more details phone: 07974 632 485








