 Socialist Worker
£3 billion for the War  - £3 billion for the occupation 

 no money FOR Wages

They can find the money for a war and an occupation that nobody wanted, but when it comes to a few pounds extra a week for workers in an essential service that’s out of the question.

All week Translink have bombarded the press with statements about how essential the Bus Service is. The service transports 65,000 schoolchildren to school, over 200,000 people use the service every day.

Yet the people that make the service so efficient and reliable don’t deserve to get decent pay.

In a week when it was announced that Northern Ireland is one of the poorest areas in Europe. That here, over 25 per cent of households live in poverty. That can only mean people with jobs are living in poverty. 

Surely raising wages is one way of alleviating poverty. Or perhaps the Translink executives can’t see it that way.

Their initial offer was a sick joke. Just over three per cent, but they managed to find an increased offer when strikes were put on the 


table. If they could find an extra 2 per cent in the last week they can find more. 

And this offer should come without strings. No worker should have to give up conditions for a wage rise, especially when those conditions could mean a substantial cut in pay through reduced opportunities for overtime.

The strikes over the next few weeks are absolutely the right response. The British Airways workers showed that if workers stand up to management they can win. The FBU showed that public sector workers can win overwhelming community support for strike action. 

In the next few weeks NIPSA members will also take strike action against a derisory pay offer. 

Public Sector workers should support each other in the fight against poverty wages. Solidarity is essential if there is to be decent wages in the Public Sector.

The Socialist Workers Party is an organisation of workers and students which opposes privatisation and campaigns for decent public services with living wages for workers in the sector.

We also believe that the money spent on the war and occupation of Iraq, a war that most people opposed, could be better spent on maintaining public services and paying decent wages within them.

We believe that capitalism is essentially a system that puts profit before people and we campaign for a socialist system that organises production to meet workers needs not the needs of capital. If you want more i9nformation fill in the slip opposite and send it to PO Box 143 Mallusk, NewtownAbbey.
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Upcoming campus meetings


And Marxist forums


“The politics of  Malcolm X and the 


Fight against Racism Today”


1pm Thursday 


October 16th  Room 206


  Peter Froggatt Centre (Queens) 


For other campuses ring 


07742 531 617 for details








( I want more information


( I want to get Socialist Worker regularly�( I want to join


 Name………………………………………


Address……………………………………………………………………………………………..


Phone…………………………………………


Email…………………………………………


Campus……………………………………


RETURN TO: PO BOX 143, MALLUSK, NEWTONABBEY ( niswp@yahoo.co.uk











