
Fight Water charges
“The status quo is not an option. The substantial and wide-ranging response (to the consultation process) will greatly assist myself and the Water Reform Unit in drawing up firm proposals for the introduction of water charges.”

So says Minister of State John Spellar.

It cannot be any clearer.  All the talk of consultation with the public was a sham.  Despite the fact that every single consultation meeting either voted against water charges or in some cases people just walked out of the meeting, they are going to go ahead with water charges and the privatization of the water service.

The cheek of these people knows no bounds.

They have just announced the conditions for the new CEO of the water service.

The CEO’s salary will be at least £150,000 a year.  This is ten times the pay of most workers in the service who get around £11,000 to £13,000.

And the job of the CEO will be to ensure that “the water service becomes a self financing organization outside central government.”

Firstly we already pay for water through taxes and rates.  They are saying that our rates have no direct charge for water but the rates we pay covers water.

There is no direct charge for schools or hospitals either, but we know we pay for them through our rates and taxation.

Secondly, if they can find billions for war on Iraq, and then billions more to 

occupy the place then they can find the money for water.

Thirdly they argue that if money is spent on water less will be available for other services, the truth is all services are being cut back.  

Finally, they say we pay less for services than England and Wales, but as we all know the services here are worse than anywhere else.  Also household income 19% lower than the rest of the UK with nearly twice as many households depending on benefits.

They admit themselves that they have underinvested in the services we get and so that’s why they have to find the funds to upgrade them.

If they do introduce the charges it will mean at least £400 per year, and if Scotland is anything to go by, the charges go up substantially after they have been introduced.

Money is available from industry and agriculture – the two sectors who use almost 50% of water services but contribute less than 20% of the costs.  If they paid their way the amount of investment required would be met

We also know that upto 600 jobs will be lost in the service as they privatize it.  Yet the government talks of modernizing the water and sewage system.  Clearly they don’t mean building a better service but streamlining for greater profits. If they win , we will be charged for other services like waste collection.

This means we are in for struggle.  All of us – users and workers  It is a struggle we can win.
Water Privatisation – a global phenomenon

Northern Ireland isn’t the only place where water privatization is being implemented.

The World Bank, along with multinational companies close to the Bush Administration, is fighting to introduce water privatisation all around the globe.

In Kenya, Peru, Bolivia, Mexico and South Africa to name a few the same arguments are being trotted out to justify handing over a public service to rich multinationals.

They argue that governments can no longer provide the investment to meet the needs of the service and therefore it would be more efficient if the service is handed over to a private company.

What they really mean is that they can make a profit out of a resource and they will do anything to get their hands on it.

In Peru, demonstrations against water privatization were met with a government crackdown and a state of emergency.

In Cochabamaba, Bolivia, anti-privatisation protestors were shot and killed. That is how far these companies will go to ensure they can make a profit. 

But they have been beaten back on a number of occasions. In Bolivia there is a moratorium on water privatization after a fantastic occupation of the companies headquarters. Kenya has a grass roots network campaign to oppose privatization and in Dublin water charges were beaten with a non-payment campaign.

If we organize we can win. Derry anti-water charges activists have declared the city a water charge free zone. We need to do the same in Belfast.

We must also start to prepare the ground for a non-payment campaign if we cannot stop the charges from being introduced. The poll tax was destroyed, and the career of Margaret Thatcher with it, by a non-payment campaign and huge rallies opposing the tax.  
It is important also to make the links. Bush’s war on terror, the occupation of Iraq, and privatization of water go hand in hand.

The war on terror allows the world to be militarized. The militarisation goes allows multinationals to roam the globe unhindered. Bechtell, one of the main beneficiaries of water privatization is also one of the key contractors in Iraq. 

These links will be made at the European Social Forum in Paris in November. This is a coming together of all the activists in the global movement against capitalism, whether they are anti-war, anti-privatization or both. 

Along with being part of that global movement, Socialist Worker advocates the overthrow of the present system and the introduction of a system of production based on meeting people’s needs not the needs of the big corporations which are only interested in profits.

If you want more information about the European Social Forum phone Dan on 077 6236 3147. If you want to be part of Socialist Workers Party activities fill in the slip 
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