If and when the issue of going to war with Iraq is actually debated, the Legislative body must start by asking honest questions.  But if our elected officials never demand to investigate the impropriety of blatant accounts of racism, the open conflicts of interest, before, during and after the loss of Democracy in Florida, then do we have faith in our officials to stop this unilateral war on Iraq and the world?  

It’s up to us to let the world know that we do not support this war. It is up to us to let the elite know that we are tired of suffering while they profit and increase the disparity of wealth across the globe. It is up to you to contact your representative and local paper and let them know that enough is enough.

The congress switchboard number is 800-839-5276, and more contact information can be found at www.senate.gov and www.house.gov.
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WHO WILL PAY WHEN IRAQ IS ATTACKED?

This week, the Legislative branch of our government will be discussing what the un-elected Commander in Thief wants: the authority to wage a unilateral war on Iraq. Whose voice are they going to be listening too? Will it be ours? In a time when the will of the People has been stolen in an ill-gotten election and the shouts of ‘No War’ and ‘Not in my name’ reverberate here and abroad, I wonder if there will be a true debate at all. When it comes to war and militarism, Congress and the Senate need to ask who will pay and who will benefit from this war.

If the Legislative branch gives the President authority to use force what will it cost the American people? 


Congressional experts, including Senator Joseph Biden, chair of the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, indicate that it may cost the government $80 - $100 billion. Lawrence Lindsey, the presidents’ own chief economic adviser claims that the war on Iraq may cost as much as $100 - $200 billion. With Bush’s call for a unilateral attack on Iraq, with Britain and Israel being our only allies, it will be the American people who will pick up the tab for this war.


Every year the average American household pays nearly $4,000 in taxes to feed the cause of building and maintaining the Earth’s most powerful military. The War Resisters League estimates that 47% of Federal tax revenues are used for military expenses: Federal individual income tax revenues at $879,480,000,000 multiplied by 47%, divided by 103,874,000 households = $3,979.39 per household. If the Legislature gives Bush an open ticket to wage war on Iraq we will be forced to contribute even more of our already strained paychecks. 


When the government of Iraq tumbles and the time comes to rebuild the infrastructure of a sanctioned and war-torn nation, the cost is estimated to run $50 billion (although Bush says it will not be the responsibility of the United States to accomplish this). Once a regime change is accomplished, it will be necessary for U.S. troops to remain in the region to keep order and prevent factional infighting. What will be the economic costs of maintaining a standing army in Iraq? One thing is known, we the People will pay for it!  While we pay for the war and an ever-increasing military budget, social programs continue and will continue to be cut.
What would a  $100 billion war in Iraq buy the American people? 

· Three times what the federal government spends on K-12 education.

· Enough to provide health care to all uninsured children in the U.S. for 5 years.

· More than four times the total international affairs budget.
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Consider the following... 

· At $396 billion, the U.S. military budget request for FY '03 is more than six times larger than that of Russia, the second largest spender. 

· It is more than 26 times as large as the combined spending of the seven countries traditionally identified by the Pentagon as our most likely adversaries (Cuba, Iran, Iraq, Libya, North Korea, Sudan and Syria). 

· It is more than the combined spending of the next 25 nations. 

· The United States and its close allies spend more than the rest of the world combined, accounting for more than two-thirds of all military spending. Together they spend over 39 times more than the seven rogue states. ("Allies" includes NATO, Australia, Japan and South Korea.) 

· The seven potential "enemies," Russia, and China together spend $117 billion, less than one-third (30%) the U.S. military budget. 

· Global military spending has declined from $1.2 trillion in 1985 to $812 billion in 2000. During that time the U.S. share of total military spending rose from 31% to 36% in fiscal year 2000. 

Who will benefit from war and regime change in Iraq?

With their interlocking board members, the companies and industries that control oil, the construction firms that rush in to pretend to clean it up (how do you get rid of irradiated soil contaminated by depleted uranium?), the weapon industries, and the banks that finance it all, always benefit.  When Iraq is attacked, the Halliburtons and Enrons, Mobiles and Shells of this world will benefit from what their poster monkey George W. wants: war and regime change. 

During the last war with Iraq the oil companies reaped windfall profits through price speculations and price gouging that drove up gasoline prices worldwide.  Thomas Hayes, a writer for the New York Times, in his article “Oil’s Inconvenient Bonanza” states that Exxon’s earnings rose 75%, Amoco’s rose 68.6%, Mobil’s profits rose 45.6%, Texaco’s net worth went up 26.5%, and Chevron’s climbed up by 17.8%.  We paid higher prices at the pumps and they got richer.

Before, during, and after Desert Storm, bankers were very concerned with maintaining U.S.’ economic control over the Middle East.  The Gulf monarchies have historically kept the majority of their oil profits in Western banks.  Some $900 billion in Middle Eastern oil profits fill the vaults of Citibank, JP Morgan, Chase Manhatten, and other banks in the U.S., Europe, and Japan. With a regime change in Iraq, profits from the war will skyrocket and ultimately find their way into the vaults of these greed-driven capitalist entities.  

If we go to war with Iraq, you can expect that the major construction firms, oil service companies, and the other major contractors and suppliers will rush in to get their piece of the contracts being doled out.  According to the Institute for Policy Studies report, Unequally Sharing the Costs and Dividends of War, after the Gulf War, corporations such as Bechtel, At&T, Motorola, Caterpillar, and Halliburton received the lion share of the $100 billion worth of contracts given out to rebuild Kuwait.  We paid for the war, tens of thousands of lives were lost, and the corporations got richer.


Above all, the greatest profiteers are the weapon makers. The owners of General Dynamics, G.E., Boeing, Lockheed Martin, and the other industries that support war will reap billions with a war on Iraq (above the billions they already make from government contracts). 
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